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Good morning, Commissioners.  My name is Adrianne Active and I work at the Alaska Federation of Natives as a project director for our Underage Drinking project which is actually a grant through the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency  Prevention.  
I do have a report that I submitted earlier this morning.  It’s on the AFN letterhead in your packet if you’d like to follow along with me I wanted to point out some graphs along the way.  

First of all, I’m going to touch on three points that are not under the questions of—that you sent out with the invitational letter.  

Basically the history of the Underage Drinking Coalition came about as a two part grant which would have received—actually earmarked from Senator Ted Stevens from the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention.
With the first grant we did a survey and focus groups conducted survey focus groups around the State as well as at the Alaska Federation of Natives 2004 Youth and Elders Convention.  And the second one was to look at—just basically the feasibility of a State wide prevention plan.

In our first grant, we do have the results of the survey and focus groups have been analyzed and summarized and they’ll be coming out as an executive report at our Underage Drinking and Prevention Summit which will be held in March 30 and 31 at the Anchorage Hilton Hotel.   
And I have some brief—some graphs here in the report like I said that I’ll go through a little bit later.
On the second part of our grant, which was a feasibility of the Statewide Prevention is how the Underage Drinking Coalition from about.  Originally I wrote the grant as just to see about the feasibility and it grew into a Statewide Coalition to prevent underage drinking.  
And we’re going to be introducing a Statewide prevention plan that the Coalition has come up with that at the Prevention Summit as well as highlighting strategies to prevent underage drinking in Alaska; current best practices, approaches and strategies that are effective in rural Alaska as well as urban.  
And then I will move on with the four points that you asked about—before I do that, I wanted you to look at the list—there’s a list as well in your packet at the end that has members that are on the Underage Drinking Coalition.  We have various numbers and members and I just now added some more that I had neglected to put on there from the FBI DEA-Drug Enforcement Agency, Harvey Garying as well as I’ve invited Commissioner Burgess and a few other people that are not on here with the Drug Free __ through the Alaska National Guard.
So as you can we have numerous participants on the Underage Drinking Coalition; we have from judges to the Volunteers of America, the United Way, Boys and Girls Club, some of our Regional non-profits; RuralCap, the Municipality of Anchorage; we have MADD, just numerous people that have actually been e-mailing me and expressing their interest to be added onto the Coalition.

So far so good, it’s come along really well.  

On page two of the report I answered the question, what’s the current situation in your area or community?  I gathered most of this information from our Teenage Underage Drinking survey and focus groups that we did the last year.  We did do them at sites at the McLaughlin Youth Center in Anchorage ___ healing and at the AFN 2004 Youth and Elders Convention.  
And the primary responses that I wanted to point out was: age at which youth started drinking; the highest number of course is the highest that we received for the earliest ages – thirteen followed by fourteen and twelve.  And then some of them put down ten years old.  And we didn’t have any other ages besides that.  
And then the next question was: What do you think—within the past year, do you think alcohol has increased, stayed the same or decreased?  And the majority felt that it had increased.  And the number in the survey was approximately 501 youth questionnaires that we received from youth from across the State.  And it’s actually just their perceptions.  What’s the youth perception of underage drinking across the State of Alaska.  
And on the third page, you are looking at the severity of underage drinking.  56% of all the youth perceived alcohol underage drinking as a serious problem.  And when we split it out between females and males, of course the females ranked it as a problem higher than the males did; with 69% of the females perceive underage drinking as a serious problem whereas 46% of the males perceived it as a serious problem.

And its kind of ironic because in McLaughlin, when we separated the McLaughlin kids out, it was—I think it was 36% of all the kids that were surveyed there perceived underage drinking as a serious problem.  And that was kind of alarming because if they don’t perceive it as a problem, there’s no need to change anything.  So they don’t think there’s a problem, but yet they’re in McLaughlin.  

And what came out during the focus groups was that’s the way they grew up.  And if they don’t know anything different that—I mean you know which ____ and so actually that was one of the questions….

BOTELHO:
Was there a gender—Was there a gender difference at McLaughlin as well?

ACTIVE:
Yes.  

BOTELHO:
And at the same reporting…..

ACTIVE:
The same—The same proportions. 

There’s a quote here that we received from—I put in a little bit of quotes from the different focus groups.  One quote was:  if there were less drinking, fewer teenagers would die.  When teenagers drink they always think about killing themselves.  
And there was another quote, it said, adults are drinking, what are we supposed to do?  

And these are just a few of the quotes that we received from those focus groups.  And it explains a little bit further that a participant said he thought underage drinking did not create problems.  But when we questioned him further, he explained that it was a way of life and after he thought about it and there was further discussion, he changed his mind.  

He just had not thought about it as being anything other than a normal part of life in his village.

The number one problem perceived by youth caused by underage drinking are family problems, then school.  School actually was an excellent ___ factor for the youth across the State because one of the issues was they wanted to be able to participate in sports and to be able to go out on the different conferences that are available to them.  In order to do that you have to maintain good grades; you can’t show up at the school drunk.  

On page five, I put down the economic impacts for 2001.  And this is pretty alarming too considering how much we spent on just underage drinking.  And this is from the PIRE Institute—Pacific Institute for Research and Evaluation.  Violence in 2001 as a result of violence from underage drinking: 329 billion; traffic crashes: 77 million; property crimes: 7 million and then on alcohol treatment is 19 million; injury: 26 million.  

And off the top of my head I think that’s close to 480 million that we spend in one year as a result of underage drinking.  On that note, I want to ask the State for two million dollars to continue this effort.  But I’ll get to that later.
And then question number four.  And then there are ways to reduce the problem.  Carol was talking about the—Or Mike was talking about the AVCP model that’s been in place as a result of Alaska Native Sobriety and Alcohol Control Program.  What it is, is a community healing grassroots effort where they look at intergenerational issues and it’s a well organized effort that looks at village guided cultural community interventions and they use the Carl Young model as a guide.  
AVCP is noted as it serves 56 villages.  In the process that they use is starting to show success.  We’ve got the evaluations.   They’ve increased tribal ordinances in terms of domestic violence, juvenile curfew and the incidences of alcohol, rapes, abuses, domestic violence has gone down. 

So what we’d like to do as a Coalition is look at possibly expanding AVCP’s model of community healing to other areas across the State.  
With our Coalition we decided to look at how may we be able to redirect monies that are throughout the State right now in terms of implementing the AVCP model as a way of healing for urban areas as well as rural and we’ve come up with following the Carl Young Model.

And I’m working with the State of Alaska OC—Not OCS.  DHSS Office of Prevention and Intervention; Diane Kastol.  I’m looking at writing this model in as part of the Statewide RFP process for where treatment centers and prevention programs need to respond to this portion and include it as part of their treatment and healing not just for Alaska Natives; for everybody.  

Like I said, there are ways to reduce the problem and we need to include youth in the design of the programs.

And on number four, where would you like to see the area to be in the future.  The Alaska Federation would like the State of Alaska to appropriate funding for the continuation of this effort.  A five year appropriation of two million dollars is needed for the Coalition to address its Statewide goals and to implement a pilot program in an urban area community following the AVCP model.  

And then on the last page, I’ve stated our Statewide Underage Drinking Coalition goals and some tasks that we have started on.  

And I appreciate this time.  

BURGESS:
Thank you very much.

ACTIVE:
Thank you.  

BURGESS:
Thank you.  Any questions?  Commissioner Botelho.

BOTELHO:
Two questions.  I’m not familiar with the Carl Young model.  If you could describe it a little bit.  And then the second question which is related and that is your sense of success in this area, how it’s been measured and what you’ve seen in the way of change.

ACTIVE:
Well see, and that’s just part of the issue.  Well the Carl Young Model follows a community prevention plan and the way that AVCP’s interpreted that model is looking at community meetings, community discussions where they--basically when you look at it from a western treatment philosophy, you have the risk and prot__ factors, community profiles and strategic plans.  
At AVCP they get together groups and we would envision this in different ways throughout the urban as well as the rural areas in Alaska as having –they have youth, middle age and Elders get together in conferences and talk about what the issues that are going on; challenges they face and then they get up in front of the group and eventually what they come up with is a strategic plan as to what they can do to follow for healing for their own community; their own people are starting to implement it.  
And in terms of success, AVCP originally paid for all their individuals to participate and then Vivian Johnson is the Director out there and she was in my office the other day.  She said at Atmathlook(sp?) they had forty people originally and now they have a 140 that are attending their conferences because 100 are coming paid on their own.  And this is a sub regional village conference.
In terms of success and how they measure it, they don’t have quantitative stats, they have qualitative stats.  And they do have some quantitative in terms of what they notice as a base line – but it wasn’t-- they don’t really have it scientific baseline.

BOTELHO:
But what they are seeing is the community….
ACTIVE:
But they are seen as a community and they have people talking about it.  I mean it’s just an excellent awareness—is what Mike Williams was noting as community wellness efforts in his village; that’s part of the ACVP region.  

BURGESS:
Any questions?  Commissioner Justin.

JUSTIN:
Thank you.  Adrianne, we’ve heard quite a bit of testimony about the value of treatment programs and rehabilitative efforts and we also have heard about a number speakers about the value of authorizing tribal communities to empower them to ________ and then ____ spoke about accountability and responsibility.  

In your Summit that’s coming up in March where you’ll be primarily working with people who are involved in the field of work that you are in, are you anticipating looking at the issue of accountability and health responsibility?

ACTIVE:
Well we haven’t really anticipated looking at that.  We’re still in the draft stages of the agenda, but that’s certainly something that we can look at.  We would like to keep on having an on-going yearly or half-yearly summit.  

This first one, the State has—The State Department of Health and Human Services has co-partnered with us and they actually made $50,000 available for youth scholarships from across the State.  

So that’s definitely _______.
JUSTIN:
Thank you.  

BOTELHO:
I’d just like to note that I’ve actually been involved in this--my limited time as allowed.  And I’d just like to thank Adrianne because I know she’s been working very diligently on making this Coalition into something in—like this Summit.  __________
ACTIVE:
I would like to invite all your participation and to register on our website for the Summit; that’s www.nativefederation.org and it’s free and we’ll have coffee.  

BURGESS:
I’ll be there.

ACTIVE:
Thank you.

BURGESS:
Thank you.  

END OF STATEMENT
