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My name is Anita Adams.  I’m from Mentasta and I’d like to bring up a personal situation.  
Just recently I had something happen to me and I feel that the State Trooper failed me and the Justice that I should’ve got.  He didn’t tell the D.A. everything that had happened.  He didn’t tell the D.A. what my husband heard.  When I spoke to the D.A., she didn’t even know that my husband had confronted this guy and so he’s not getting charged with what he should’ve been charged with.  And I feel like if I was a White woman and that guy came into my home and violated me, if I was a White woman he’d be in jail and he would get charged with what he should’ve been charged with.  

This is not the second time the system has failed me.  I’m a victim.  When I was thirteen years old, I also had charges brought before another guy.  And this guy was an adult.  I was a little girl then.  And the system failed me then.  

And I just feel like that we as Native people, we could kill each other and get away with it, but that if we kill a White man or if we assault a White man, we’re going to serve time for it.  But if we do it to each other, they’re just going to look—turn their back to us.  Well they’re just Indians.  That’s how I feel.  I feel like if I was a White woman, maybe I would’ve gotten justice but because I was an Indian and I was drinking too, nothing’s done.  

Something’s wrong and I would like—I used to be on the Council and we used to do a lot of Tribal court stuff and people acknowledged our Tribal court but when there’s a lack of enforcement to help our people and enforce these things for our own people and help our people, we just give up on it.  And I think that we’ve come to the point where we’ve given up.

In the John B. Baker Case, wasn’t that a great victory for us Indians?  Was it?  No.  Because we have Tribal courts and we can’t even enforce our orders, the State won’t even help us with it.  We care about our people.  You don’t care about us.  The State don’t care about us.  We take care of our own people and that’s how it’s always going to be.  Nothing will ever change that.  

And the response time for this Trooper to come down was two to three hours from Tok.  Two to three hours.  To me that’s wrong.  We’re on the road system.  It’s a forty-five minute drive from Tok.  He had his explanations.  But to me that was just wrong.  

And like they were talking about before about this guy who’s assaulted our people here in the village.  They never did nothing to him.  But as soon as he was assaulted and he’s not Indian, they sure came down.

And this is what’s happened to me.  Twice the system has failed me.  When I was a little girl and now as an adult.  To be a victim and then to have charges pressed, that’s a totally different situation.  I’ve been a victim before where charges were not pressed and I dealt with it, but this time it’s harder.  
The next morning it was on the Trooper dispatch.  People were calling and asking who was it.  I just left the village.  I think that needs to be changed too about that.  If there’s a sexual assault that happens, I don’t think it should be on that Trooper dispatch.  

You know the village is small.  People will know.  People are going to call up.  To me that was just so shameful for me.  I just want you guys to know that the system failed me again the second time.  And I blame Sergeant Wells.  I blame him because he didn’t tell the D.A. everything that had happened that morning.  

Thank you.

BURGESS:
Thank you very much.

END OF STATEMENT

