Jenny Ahkivgak, Elder (Senior Center testimony)
Alaska Rural Justice and Law Enforcement Commission

Barrow
March 15, 2005
Jenny Ahkivgak speaking in Inupiat.  
Translator:

This is Jenny Ahkivgak.  She said she grew up by Prudhoe Bay and she moved to Barrow around 1948 and she said at the time there was no structure of governments here, but there was a council like the tribal councils that were already in place when they came during 1948 to Barrow.  And she said even there was no law enforcement, but she said the council were so powerful; their rules were really attended to and they were really the enforcers before the law enforcement came to our area.  

And she also mentioned about the adoption that was just stated.  That this person must have gone through a lot of hardship to hear what she just heard from the person that just did a testimony because a long time ago before there was law enforcement, people adopted other kids and there was no documentation of adoption.  

And also she did mention that that person must have had a hardship when she hear about this adoption process they tried going through.  

She mentioned councilmen had powers.  
Back in those in days when Jenny first came to Point Barrow she understand there were some councilmen and then the old people were there and those old timers were pretty strong and then they take care of their people; to regulate their own people because they got strong backbone, of what I could say.  They’re real people.  They were real people that support and control their communities.  That’s what she was saying.  
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