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It’s been a very long time since I came to speak in public.  I’d like to first welcome and thank the Elders for being here with us because without them I wouldn’t know how to be a grandparent right now.  
And hi, Edgar.  I know you from somewhere.  

I’m here to speak as a grandparent.  I’m a single grandparent.  I work and own a home of my own.  I have two adult children.  One daughter and one son.  And through my daughter I’ve got four granddaughters and with my son I have one grandson.  

Ever since I became clean and sober through our recovery program, both of them retaliated.  And did what I did, but worse.  More or less.  And I’ve maintained my sobriety.  I’ve maintained my dignity in the community, but it’s been very hard. 

I’m going to speak about the court system that I feel has done more harm for both my children then to help them, through my own experience.  

My daughter got in trouble first in Anchorage and then went through a program and was released so—but I kept the kids.  And then she got more in trouble in Fairbanks.  She moved to Fairbanks.  Got in more trouble in Fairbanks.  

My guardianship was extended and because I couldn’t take care of the three girls then—she had the three.  I had to give up one of them to the father of one of the girls.  

Somehow she managed to convince the court system in Fairbanks to be sent up here so she can help take care of the children.  But again, being a drug addict and alcoholic, she got more messed up here.  
So what I can’t understand is how the court system in Anchorage released her and then she got time or something and then moved to Fairbanks; went through the whole shebang and then was managed to send up here to get into our recovery program.  But when she got here--The recovery programs are not as adequate as they used to be.  I guess the Health Department did away with our treatment programs here.  

So it took a lot of pain and effort on my part to finally report her when things got way out of hand here in Barrow again.  So basically what I’m saying is this merry-go-round has to stop.  

I mean if our children get caught for doing or breaking the law, somewhere in the city or here in Barrow, they should be adhered to obey and follow the recommendations from the court from the probation officer on down.  I should have been informed of her coming back to Barrow and what I should be expecting of her.  But I was never told.  
And being Inupiaq, one of the problems we have in Inupiaq communities, is we have a hard time talking about issues like these in the home environment.  It’s painful.  I’ve managed to learn to speak to my children and help them out as much as I can.  But it’s hard.  So I have friends and relatives that I go and have my own support group.  But for that age group, oh God.  It’s like a never ending problem after problem.

And so I’m really grateful we have Native of Village of Barrow.  They’ve been able to help me out with my daughter, but I still have legal guardianship of the two older granddaughters and I was told by the DFYS in Anchorage that as soon as my daughter finishes her program—recovery program, she can take them back.  But it’s been like six years now.  And I don’t mind taking care of them, but there are times when—like I said, I’m single.  There are times when I need support with food, clothing, whatever teenagers need.  They’re expensive.  So its—I know many, many families in my situation too.  
So I would like to recommend that—I don’t expect my daughter to move to Fairbanks or Anchorage.  She’s done enough damages there.  I don’t think she has many friends there anymore.   So I’m wondering if she’ll have had enough of us here and then move.  So its—Something’s got to be done for lawbreakers from where they broke the law and not be sent because of their lives that they’re going to do this and that.  
And then the other issue I’d like to talk about.  I have a grand nephew that is a problem child.  His mother passed away about three years ago.  My brother and sister-in-law took over the child, but nothing through the courts again.  
It’s just done a deal because of our culture.  Whenever our children die, we take over their children.  And so I guess what I’m saying is the child is a problem child now.  He’s failing his school.  Goes to school only when he knows his time for being reported is almost there.  I mean he’s smart.  Not just the court system. The Police.  Everybody.  And so we tried to help him.  
The Health Department told us that only if he gets in trouble and got by the law and he has to go through the treatment.  That’s when we can help him.  But I tell you, my brother and sister-in-law, they’re always in fear at home.  They’re always afraid to go home.  They drive around until they think that he’s not at the house anymore or they’ll go to sleep and keep the door open hoping he’ll come home.  Things like that.  

So there’s another lost child that will eventually do more harm than our expectations.  So I wish there were programs for the middle schoolers who aren’t of age to get into the keta (phonetic) program.  It’s really painful to watch them.  I’m an educator myself.  I hate to see our people being ignored or were not ignoring them, it’s just that we can’t help them unless they break the law.  
I wish the legislation could do something about that age group that also needs help.  Especially when a single mother passes away and the child is left for grandparents to take care of.  There should be something—somewhere saying that because the child is now parentless, these are the next steps we can do to help the child.  And I think I’ve covered both.  Thank you.

BURGESS:
Thank you.  Any questions?  Thank you very much for your testimony.  
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