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My name is Donna Ashton.  I have five children and nineteen grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren.  And we came down from Fairbanks.  We’ve been here since 2000.  And I had a big hair salon in Fairbanks and we left because my husband had heart trouble and we just had to leave.  It was too harsh to live up there so we moved down here.  And I had Huslia and Hughes and Allakaket and Kaltag and Birch Creek—And I can’t remember—A whole bunch of the villages came and asked if I would go up there and do hair.  So I started going north and doing hair.  
And I’ve been involved in the Circle here since 2000 and so I’ve probably been between twenty and thirty Circles.  Mike, does that sound about right?  Okay.  It’s been a lot.  You don’t keep track.  

And that’s the reason why I decided to testify is because I have been to a lot of circles here.  And I think we need both the—I can’t imagine not having Jerry here.  But there’s a massive place for the Circle and the Circle is really truly needed.  There is nothing in the world like coming out on the airplane and having somebody in shackles.  You just can’t imagine.  It absolutely breaks your heart to see young people shackled.  That’s a horrible, horrible thing to do and it tears a whole town apart.  

And here when we have the Circle, several things really happen that I think are really important.  One of the things that happens is that when you come together in a Circle and you have grandparents and you have wives and husbands and brothers and sisters—Or like one time we had—This is the most fabulous thing that ever happened, I think.  They had the Circle in the school and we had a bullying problem and one kid was going to leave and he wasn’t going to go to school here anymore.  The kids got together; the Circle.  The group of kids from the circle got together and went to his house as a Circle to talk him into staying and asked him to please stay.  And the kids that were bullying didn’t even realize that they were really bullying and they didn’t realize what they had done.  And when the Circle got there—So here you have all these kids including the kids who would’ve been the perpetrators and they were horrified.  They were ashamed and horrified and they wanted the kid to stay just as much as everybody else and he stayed.  It took them a long time of talking at first.  He wouldn’t even come out of his house.  And here stands the whole bloody school at this kids house talking to this kid and letting him know how important he is to us.  And I just thought that was a wonderful thing.  
One of the things that happens when we have a Circle here is that when you have all these families and community members together and you see somebody’s really hurting, when you see them out on the street, you never ever walk by them again without acknowledging them.  And a lot of these people don’t realize you care.  They don’t have a clue you care.  And this is a small town.  We lived for a long time in Hoonah as well and you think everybody knows, but you know what?  They don’t know.  And when you get in the Circle and you start talking, people all of a sudden realize, my gosh these people really care.  And if you’re driving by in a car, you pick them up or you wave at them.  It changes the dynamics of a town.  And I know you’ve heard a lot of other things.  I don’t want to repeat what other people have said, but I just think that the Circle—I pray to God that the northern villages get the Circle.  It would heal these towns.  And I think that with the right training for some of the people, the counselors and stuff, I think they could handle some of the aftermath of domestic violence and so many of the other things that are just so terrible because in some of the northern villages, you don’t just rip somebody out of that village—that’s part of the whole family structure.  And when that person is gone, they need to be able to come back.

One of my grandson’s had a drug problem and one of the things I didn’t realize with a drug problem is that these kids learn a whole new set of language and they learn things that probably like your kids—I don’t know if you have kids, if you have kids—You wouldn’t even want them talking the way my grandson would talk.  Well after he went to rehab, he had to come back and try and fit in.  Well there isn’t any structure for that right now except the Circle.  When these kids come back and they go in a Circle and everybody realizes what these kids are working through and what they’re trying to work through, you excuse, because they have lost their socialization and the Circle teaches kids how to resocialize.  So I think the Circle is really important.  

But I also I think—I can’t imagine our town without Jerry.  At the time of a death, you need someone like Jerry because there’s times when if somebody just dies and drops dead and stuff like that and you’re up there—there’s a strength to somebody standing there that you know has power.  That you know is there and is going to help take care of them and see that things are done right ____.  Anyway that’s all. 
BURGESS:
Thank you very much.  

JUSTIN:
I have a question, if you don’t mind.  That was a very good example you gave of the bullying and the school kids.  My question is when the kids formed a Circle to go to the victim’s house, who started the Circle?  Who called the kids together?

ASHTON:
Justin did.  Justin left.  Justin is a wonderful person.  The kids trust him and he’s the one that started a lot of the things with the kids and he started the Circle in the school.  

JUSTIN:
So its part of the Tribal Council’s….

ASHTON:
Actually the Organized Village of Kake is who Justin works for.  And so actually it was the Organized Village of Kake that was responsible for his position and he’s the one that they just built a sweat lodge.  He’s the one that has a lot of the things for the Youth Center—The Boys and Girls Club—He’s—Ron’s the person in charge of a lot of that and a lot of times he runs the dances.  He’s the one that anytime that anybody really needs help, it’s Justin.  And then Justin pulls in everybody else that he needs.  And so he has a lot of Circles.  

JUSTIN:
Thank you.  That’s what I needed to know.  

ASHTON:
He’s a fabulous person.  

BURGESS:
Thank you very much.  
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