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My name is VPSO Simeon Askoak and I’m from the Village of Russian Mission.  I’ve been a Village Public Safety Officer for thirteen years now and of my thirteen years that I’ve been a VPSO we’ve been struggling every year to get our VPSO funding from the State to be continued on to another new year.  
VPSO funding is very limited.  Our Fiscal Year 05 Operating Budget from the State was not approved until November 05; pardon me -- November 04 of last year and our program was supposed to be closed/shut down until the fiscal year 2005 was finally approved by the Governor of the State of Alaska.  

At this time the Village of Russian Mission -- The City Council of Russian Mission has no fundings.  The smaller communities like the Village of Russian Mission are broke right now at this time and because of that starting the month of November 2004 I began purchasing fuel, heating fuel for the public safety office, fuel for the vehicle that I use.  Also, I pay for the fax and the phone bill and--also I’m still paying for all these expenses by the way.  I paid for certified mailing to mail out my reports to the Alaska State Trooper and to the District Attorney’s out of my own pocket.  

And when I was asked why I was doing that, I told them that the City Government can no longer afford to pay for these expenses.

And last month, some time at the end of March--On the 23rd of March, I could no longer afford to pay for those expenses so the City – I mean the Police Department ran out of fuel, the water line froze and then the water utilities company came by and said we’re shutting down all the water and sewer because you haven’t been paying for it in the last few months.  
And that’s my dilemma at this time.  

We need adequate full funding for the VPSO program and we need to have a guarantee that we always get the funding early from the State.  We are constantly facing this dilemma that the VPSO program will no longer be here.  

Last year we were almost shut down and the VPSO fiscal year contract was extended to September 2005 of this year and after 2005, I don’t know what’s going to be happening.  

The VPSO’s programs ____ was first responders—the Last Frontier.  We are the first responders.  We are the only law enforcement out in most of the villages that we have and there are only 24 VPSO positions funded at this time by the State.  
Like I said, we are the—In the rural communities; we are the only law enforcement agencies available.  We enforce State laws, drug and alcohol.  Like for instance, drug and alcohol importation cases.  We secure and gather evidence of burglaries.  And sometime last month in the course of two days I did the same exact thing when the store was burglarized in the Village.  What I did was, I secured the scene; I gathered evidence and I investigated until I found a suspect and then this is called doing the leg-work for the State Troopers.  And that leg-work that I do and what other VPSO’s do, that’s the backbone of the investigation.  Without that crucial intervention of the first few hours of the investigation, all the evidence would be destroyed and they would not be able to apprehend a perpetrator later on in the field trip.  
We’ve been constantly seeking to obtain our Basic Police Certifications from the Alaska Police Standards Council for years, but we still haven’t obtained that.  Even though we are unarmed, we still respond to gun calls.  We still conduct leg-work investigations for the Troopers and why haven’t we been certified?  Given the Basic Police Certification yet?  
Also when a veteran VPSO retires, he has to go out and find another job in order to continue supporting his family.  We are not in the State retirement system.  The PERS.  We are not receiving that.  If we do have to, we will have to buy into PERS program.  We would have to buy so many years and it’s expensive to get it started.  And we buy that out of our own pockets.  

The Russian Mission Public Safety and Police Department has been closed as of March 23, 2005 due to lack of funding for heating fuel, water and sewer.  The water and sewer still has not been paid.  And also I’m afraid that the light and power will be shut down pretty soon.  

The idea of fundraising to help the Russian Mission public safety came up and I think this is pathetic to our program.  It’s degrading me as a VPSO and there should always be funding available from somewhere like from the State to keep it going.  And we just don’t have the options.  We don’t have any other source of funding right now for the Village of Russian Mission.  

I thank you for listening to me and welcome to the City of Bethel.  

SCHUTT:
If you have any written comments you’d like to present, we’ll take those….
ASKOAK:
This is just scribbled down, but I can turn it over.  

SCHUTT:
I thank you for your testimony.  I don’t really have a question, but I just wanted to comment that its very good of you to let us know what the situation is.  __________ ourselves _______ I want to thank you for your ___________ .  

ASKOAK:
Okay.  Thank you.

_________:
I have a quick question.

ASKOAK:
Okay.

_________:
Does the Russian Mission—Are you the sole law enforcement-- is there a VPO—A VPO as well?
ASKOAK:
No.  I’m the only law enforcement officer there in Russian Mission.  They can’t afford to hire VPO and the Tribal Council—the Traditional Council is in the process of installing there law enforcement ordinances into their government right now, at this time.  So I’m the only law enforcement officer there.  
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