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Good afternoon or good morning.  I’m pleased to have somebody here that has real viable options for addressing some of the injustices in the rural communities.  
A lot of our children are getting into trouble because of the influx of these movies.  They don’t have that outlet to see the fast car and they get into town and they get into the car and they think they’re one of the people in the movies and they get into a little trouble there.
What the choices are for a young person doesn’t—they know what’s good and they know what’s wrong.  But some of their peers seem to guide them into the bad situation.  And I have been advocating for the youth, I don’t know, I have almost given up.  Somebody here may be able to open the door for this youth and with the situation with the youth is, is that the Coast Guard has a very good training program.  I’ve seen it in San Francisco.  I’ve heard of the Civil Air Patrol having a youth pilots programs.  And with these mentors that have these abilities to influence a person’s youth so that they know that there is something to be good about; that they will take the right path and make a life as a peer and be a mentor so that they don’t take the wrong choice.  But I have begged and I have pleaded; I have asked for search and rescue; something like the CAP program—civil air patrol and the Coast Guard for their—I believe it’s a called kit.  I have asked for this.  
I don’t want to say that it’s like—when I was inducted into the service; boot camp.  But that’s an option too.  Some of the youth is just picking the wrong choice time after time.  But with a little program of some sort let’s let them really know what the right choices are all about then maybe we won’t have so many problems within the communities.  
The youth is our future.  We want the best for them.  We think that they’re the brightest.  But there’s also their mental problems.  There’s so many neurosis like bi-polar.  Many are diagnosed with mental problems and so the choices for these kids, it makes it—You know with these kinds of problems; mental problems that are diagnosed and they’re let go and go, they think they’re just a drunk.  Well that’s not the case.  They are good kids, but they don’t know how to handle their inter-turmoil with their medical problems that could be making them take these wrong choices.  
I agree wholly with nature-pathic; holistic type of medical care within the community.  I don’t like to see the drugs that are imposed upon our youth.  There’s ____ out there.  That’s crack.  I don’t like to see it, but each time and time again--to control the youth.  And that’s not the way to go about it.  
But I would maybe hope with you fine people here, that could maybe give the option of getting the Coast Guard or CAP in different villages and different areas where like they would like to have a good mentor out there in the village with them to show them the right way and these programs are viable.  They won’t be too much off the tax payer dollar.  There’s plenty of surplus stuff in that military.  I know.  And a kid captainin’ a boat, he’s not going to take the wrong choice.  He’s going to be up there.  He’s got something to be proud of.  
But anyway, I come to you with that in mind that the mental diagnosis can be looked into; holistic; nature-pathic type of mental—type of health option there and also some of these programs that are viable and I’ve seen them work in larger communities.  San Francisco, for one, with a kid program.  I’d like to have that in Alaska somewhere.  But maybe you can have a voice to make it happen.

Anyway, thank you very much.

BLATCHFORD:
Okay.  Thank you, Bob.  What’s your last name, Bob?

BEACH:
B  E  A  C  H.

BLATCHFORD:
And where are you from?

BEACH:
Here in Alaska. I’m a burnout.  My place just burned up, up the highway here.  I live in Creek Mountain.  

BLATCHFORD:
Thank you.  Thank you, Bob.

END OF STATEMENT

