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My name is Mary Brower.  I used to be a Numusaq (phonetic) from the side of pa—Pagoduck (phonetic) my grandfather.  He go already.  
All of my family’s go off, even my parents.  I’m the eldest to the family.  Six girls.  Four boys.  But one go off too.  

I’m enjoying my—with ___ when I first come here and joined them.  I really enjoy and exciting see what’s going on or how its going on around.  I was really enjoyed.  

The one I’m going to talk about is about the school.  Some of them are put up to—after they’re put up to middle school, now they—Maybe my grandchildren give them a hard time at middle school, now they put them to Keda (phonetic).  They call it Keda.  It’s located by the nine-plex.  The North Slope Borough nine-pled up there; housing.  

And then they go out from Keda because they miss too much.  What’s going on is--My question is, is there anyway you guys can help—you guys are helping in law enforcement?  

When there’s no way for helping them—I’ve got a big question on that, when they’re done with Keda.  

Translator:
This is Mary Brower.  She’s from the Numusaq (phonetic) family and also the Pagaduck (phonetic) family and she’s got her family here in Barrow.  
She has a question about education and the law enforcement section for kids that get off school and her grandchildren have been put into alternative school called the Keda program and the question she has is about the alternative school once they get kicked out from there, what happens?  What kind of law enforcement question she’s asking about is the school situation.  That’s her question about the law enforcement part about education for kids that are not put back to the school system when they’ve been withdrawn from that section from school.  

BROWER: 
About the school board, I talked with the superintendent also.  I’m involved with them.  I talked to the principal.  I talked to Ida Olemaun.  It looks like they’re not doing much—not much good answering to me.  It looks like they have a hard time answering me when I give them a big question.  What’s going on?  What’s your job?  You’re making money from the school board because you’re elected.  A lot of them school boards, superintendent.  (speaking in Inupiat)

TRANSLATOR:
She’s also gone all the way to the school board, the superintendent and still brought out the question about this education for her grandchildren when they’re not in school no more.  What are they going to be doing?  They’re not enrolled in school, so they’re out.  
And the question is how come they can’t go back to the school system or even the alternative school is not helping –where she questioned them to the point of she wants help with the kids.  An alternative schooling that they’re even going to, but they’re not fully giving her assistance and it seems like she’s come to like a brick wall where they’re not helping her anymore about this education for kids and the question she has is what is mandated of education; what kind of enforcement is there?  Is there law enforcement that they need to be in school?  

BROWER:
Do you guys have answer for me?  Or that kind of a question.  Am I giving you a hard time too?  

BURGESS:
I’ll be honest with you.  I don’t know what the answer is.  I don’t know what the answer is, but it is something we can find out.  

BROWER:
You’re going to find out?

BURGESS:
Yes.  We can try and find out.  
And I guess I also wanted to answer Merrill’s question because Merrill had a question for us as well on disciplining children and I think the answer is that the State laws that are set out that you’re concerned about are an attempt to strike a balance between protecting children yet giving parents the authority to take care of their kids and discipline them appropriately.  I’ve got four kids.  And so I know what its like to try to keep them on the straight and narrow.  I think a lot of times life is easier for my kids than it was for me because there’s a lot more out there for them.  
On the other hand, I think it’s also more difficult for kids now than when I was growing up because there’s a lot more opportunities to make the wrong choice.  
But I do think that the State laws are designed to try to strike a balance and is it a perfect balance?  Probably not.  But I understand your concerns and those are the types of concerns that are important to us so that when we formulate recommendations we can take those into consideration.  
I’m sorry I don’t have a direct answer for your question right now, but its something we can….

BROWER:
But can you write to me if you get the answer?

BURGESS:
We will try to find out the answer.

BROWER:
My box is 61.  I think there’s a lot of them that—young teenagers—a lot of the parents are put like this—not only me and my daughter.  We love them so much.  We care.  We still care even though it’s put up.  Thanks a lot for…..

BURGESS:
Thank you.  And I guess I just would want to reiterate that laws and law enforcement are obviously important, but nothings more important than having family that cares about the children--to be there for them.  So I’m glad that you’re still—you’re there for them.  But I will try to find an answer and get back to you.

BROWER:
Okay.

BURGESS:
Thank you.  
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