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In a population of about 7,785, 49% are Inupiaq, 21% non-Inupiaq.  With the completion of the basic service infrastructure over 25 years, construction of water, sewer, electricity, housing and schools most men in villages have no jobs no retirement, and look for ways to support their families.  Most women have office jobs and are breadwinners for their families.  35% of our population have no work.  These are mostly men.  The result is role reversal for the bread winner.  Most of the state-generated jobs available have been filled with migrant workers, depriving local hire opportunities.


The Arctic Slope Region is fortunate to have created the North Slope Borough as a municipality to bring to the region non-existent services throughout its eight villages.  Basic services include water, sewer, electricity, fuel services, low income housing and road services within villages.  There are no roads connecting any of our villages.


Seven of the villages in the Arctic Slope are either first- or second-class cities.  One village operates only by a tribal council for the village.  There are tribal councils in all of the villages.  None of the villages provide services on their own to their community.  They either receive direct North Slope Borough services or contract with the NSB for services.


The NSB provides departmental services including health and police services.  The health department provides mental health counseling, protective child services and shelter for women through its Arctic Women in Crisis program.  These are the services under review of the commission.

The Arctic Slope Native Association, Ltd., Native Village of Barrow and Native Village of Pt. Hope also provide social services, ICWA services, welfare and some jobs programs.  These services assist the NSB programs by design.  There are referral systems in place for State of Alaska children’s services.  You should note that all services are available in Barrow.  There are reduced mental health counseling and protective services in the villages.


All of these programs tend to provide reactive services.  When an event occurs, then the service is available.  There has been some effort to provide preventative services.  But in the last six years, the NSB budget has been reduced by six percent annually which results in reduction in services.


The AFN Sobriety program provided much-needed relief for the mental health and protection services.  But the overriding comment from our villages is that there is no control of alcohol coming into the village.  The village may have banned alcohol, but without resources, the village is left to watch their family members suffer from bootleg alcohol.  To address this issue, they want:

1. resources to include providing funds to the tribal council to monitor the community,
2. liaison with the local police to find the bootleggers,

3. search incoming airplanes for alcohol,

4. provide a hotline with rewards for results on prosecution,

5. provide funding so that the tribal council can hire a tribal policeman.


These are but a few suggestions from our village meetings for the sobriety program.  Tribal councils wants help in enforcing the alcohol ban in their villages but are unable to find funds for doing the work.


The child protection services by the NSB and State continue to assist crisis situations for child custody and temporary placement of children.  There is a continuing need for Native foster home placement.  The tribal council can direct the state in certain cases but without resources to provide financial support for foster home placement, they can only assist and not provide for their tribal children.  The continuing need here is authority and resources to provide payment for foster homes for displaced Native children.


Domestic violence stems from alcohol abuse and extends itself even through sobriety through threat of later action.  When families are abused by alcohol, they are powerless to say no, that’s enough to family members.  There is nowhere to escape in most cases.  The village is too small, and there are no resources to escape from the circle of violence.  There are cases of recovery and eventual lapse because of no follow-up or continuing therapy for the violent abuser.  There are no resources in the village to turn to when people sources are exhausted.


The AFN Sobriety program brought in relief for service providers, but it also had some freedom to create useful activity for the recovering user, whether alcohol or drugs.  In many cases, there are no village locations except in the school where activity may be held to help in recovery.  Community centers in the village would be a tremendous resource for the tribal council providing sobriety programs.  Resources for the community center also have to be provided to assist the program.  There are no resources in the village to pay for fuel to heat the community, electricity for the community center and more importantly, people to coordinate the community center.
