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My name is Wilbur Brown.  I live in Kake.  Born and raised in Kake.  
I’ve been involved with Healing Heart Circle since day one.  Many times I’ve said at a Circle--When I talked to the people that’s involved, often times I told them I wish that the Circle was here thirty years ago when I was having that problem.  And my problem was alcohol.  Often time’s alcohol is a cause of lots of problems.

As I look back--The day we started—when we were sitting at the work shop for the Circle and then it came to the real thing.  Our first young person came to the Circle.  
When we were talking among ourselves, I was looking at the list of the things up there that the young person had to do.  I thought that the Circle was being really tough on this young person.  I thought it was too much; the things that he had to do.  
I’ve been to a couple of meetings up in Anchorage and I visited the youth center up there a few years back and I thought about it.  Because the list of things that the young person had to do wasn’t very much.  When I was going through that youth center, touring, I saw a young lady no more than thirteen being taken somewhere.   She had a chain around her waist.  She had cuffs on her hands.  She had cuffs on her legs.  A little girl no more than four and a half feet tall.  I was thinking—It almost brought me to tears to see that.  It could be my granddaughter.  Then I think about the Circle.  
The people that come here—Many times I’ve seen young people come here that hardly ever talk to anybody; older people like myself and after they’ve been to a Circle a time or two they’re talking to adults.  They’re talking to older people.  When they talked in a Circle, they opened up.  Probably something that they really wanted to do; it was something that really wanted to talk to somebody about and they couldn’t, but they came to the Circle.  
Now I—My brothers and I hang around and hang out with some young people; young men.  We shoot pool and we became friends.  And many of them adopted us as grandpas and papas and we always a lot of fun down there.  But I remember when the arcade opened—some of these young people never spoke to us and I saw some of those young people come to the Circle and they opened up.  They got out of their shell.  They—It changed them.  It changed--Some of them I saw were really hard-nosed and I thought they had chips on their shoulders.  And if you said something wrong to them they were ready to knock you down, but some of them that I saw come to the Circle -- different; opened up; friendly.  Not only down at the arcade, some of these young people give us a big bear hug; a shake—a firm handshake.  

I’ve said many times too, why am I here?  Why am I here in the Circle?  Why are we here?  We’re here because we care about people.  We care about people that are having problems and we want to help.  I care about the person that the—the offender.  I care.  I want to help.  If there’s some way or if there was something that I said that could help this person—even one person, I said, would be a big plus.  But we’ve had more than one person that we helped that are doing pretty darn good.  After they came to the Circle, they’re doing really well.  

Its—Mike talked quite a bit the Talking Stick we use.  Many times when people were talking; that stick has many tears on it.  Many tears.  Some of it my own.  And when the Circle is over, we shake hands.  We hug.  We let the person know who had a problem, we let them know—we shake their hand and we say we care about you.  Be careful.  
And never—I don’t remember, but there might have been a couple that were repeaters and came back but we don’t see them back here often doing what they did wrong.  The Circle helps people.  Often times I said too that when I’m—I often talk about my own experience which was not good during my drinking days and I try to tell them what happens when a person is drinking and getting into trouble.  And I tell them that could happen to you.  One drink could lead—One drink of one beer a night could lead to a case a beer a week.  It could lead to a bottle of whiskey a day and that’s a problem.  And when people have black-out’s, they get angry.  
And I thank you for coming and I hope that when you go back, that you’ll go back with something that maybe will help us take care of other people that need help and there are people out there that need help.  There’s still people out there.
Thank you.

BURGESS:
Questions?  Justin.

JUSTIN:
A question for you, Mr. Brown.  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  
I appreciate your comments.  I can tell that you’ve got a pretty good activity share—before I came here and listening to you, ___ getting better all time.  I have a couple of questions.  The first one, do you know or can you remember how many Circles you’ve been personally a part of?

BROWN:
No.  I don’t keep track.  I’ve missed some.  I’ve been probably to more Circles than I missed.  Sometimes there are Circles when I’m out of town.  Sometimes I have to travel on business for other meetings.  I’d like to be here at every one—every Circle.  Like I said, I don’t keep the numbers.  I just come and hoping that we’re helping somebody.

JUSTIN:
But I think for part of our—the Commission’s out___, its probably not that important in the long run to have numbers, but I think its important that there ___ commitment to these Circles be shown in the records.  Because to me, its very obvious that you like what you’re doing and its very obvious that you wish to share and you wish to—for us to take the ____ which we will most likely do.  
But I just want—In case anybody asks, I’ll say, well this Elderly gentleman if he could would go to all of the Circles, which often times I’m asked at home.  At home we have a very small population; very few people available and its ____ary difficult to make time to go to Circles.  We don’t have the same type of system that you have.  We have more of what’d you call a Healing Heart Circle.  Not tied to alternative justice or the court system, but more to try to heal rifts in the community.  
And the other question I had is you already answered some of the questions about the youth being dramatically affected by the Circles.  Did you have some drop-outs that went back to school as a result of participating?  Did you have any?

BROWN:
I’m sorry?

JUSTIN:
Did you have any of the school drop-outs from high school go back to high school after coming through that Circle?

BROWN:
I don’t recall.  There may have been some drop-outs here.  I couldn’t tell you for sure.  I have to think about that.  I don’t know for sure.  
JUSTIN:
So you have had….

BROWN:
Yeah.  In fact, my son had a problem in school and it was ____ up there and he left.  Quit school.  And he came to the Circle and he went back to school and he graduated last year.  He wasn’t going to go to school.  He made up his mind.  No more.  I’m not—Because of the bad experience he had.  But he did.  He went back.  And then he moved over to Sitka and went to school over there and he did well.  His grades were good.  And he well.

JUSTIN:
Thank you.  Juvenile delinquency is a part of the problem of the drop-out rates and I’m very glad to hear that you can attest to the fact that your process can be helpful in bringing kids back in.  Thank you.

BROWN:
Thank you.

BURGESS:
Thank you very much.
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