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Thank you.  And I want to thank you for being here in this venue and I hope you don’t mind if I take just a little bit of your time.
Today I wish to talk to you from my heart, but I reserve my right to follow-up in writing.  Is that all right with everyone of you?  

BURGESS:
We would appreciate that.  

All right.  I want to introduce myself.  That’s the way we do it and that will tell a lot about who I am and why I’m here.  

On my mother’s side; my mother is Charlotte Mae Nielson and she got married to Harold Alexander.  He came up in the US Navy and they got married on Kodiak.  I was born on Near Island.  
My dad was in the Navy for four years and during that time—there’s me and my sister Debbie, my sister Bonnie and my brother Mark.  They were born down there.  
And when he got out they returned to Kodiak Island and my mother had four more children.  Today I have a brother and a sister that are gone.  My mother and father are gone.  
My grandmother is from Afognak Island and her name is Enola Von Scheele.  Her first marriage was to Nels Nielson from South Naknek and his mother is from the Bethel area.  
My grandmother’s brother was Robert Von Scheele who served as a US Territorial Marshal.  My grandmother is one of sixteen that were born, but my grandmother is one of twelve [that survived].  
My great-grandfather, Herman Von Scheele, is of Swedish descent and my great-great-grandpa Herman Von Scheele is the one who discovered oxygen and barium and stuff like that.  He died an early death dealing with that kind of stuff.  

I was raised being denied my language, but I have lots of cultural knowledge.  My great-grandpa sent my grandmother and all her sisters off to become teachers, and they all returned to Alaska, and they married, and they went everywhere.  

I have relatives in Ninilchik and in the Bristol Bay area and the Bethel area.  Some of my relatives like my grand-Aunt Charlotte, her last name was Sterns, and Tim Sterns now works for NAGPRA
 in Washington, D.C.

My Aunt Eunice Neseth is from Kodiak Island.  I don’t know if any of you knew any of my relatives over there, but she helped start the Museum.
  She was the history teacher and she retired out of the teacher retirement system.  But everybody else had history.  

I’m so thankful that she retired before I had to have her in High School.  

I had history from my Aunt Eunice every Sunday.  She had the biggest collection of those National Geographics than any person I ever knew.  And when all of us would have to go over to see my Aunt Eunice and we’d do that the round.  My grand-aunt Eunice.  

If anyone knows Uncle Robert, he married Greta Von Scheele and she came from an orphanage after the war when Germany and the Berlin wall was built.  She was hired to come over and be the nanny for my great-grandpa, my grandma Enola’s papa.  During her last delivery is when a doctor came to Kodiak and he washed my great-grandma out with lye.  She died a horrible death.  So great-grandpa Herman Von Scheele was left these twelve children.  
And my Auntie Lise went to Europe with a bunch of the kids and they went around and went to a Catholic convent that had all these orphan children and she’d been raised in an orphanage from when she was four years old.  She came and took care of all of the children and she eventually was married to Robert Von Scheele.  She was a wonderful woman.  

When my grandmother Enola separated from Grandpa Nels, my grandmother returned with her five children to Afognak Island and that’s where my mother was raised.  
When the earthquake and tidal wave came along, Afognak Island was washed out; all the village sites, they were washed out.  And the Small Business Administration did not come in and help the village people rebuild there.  Kodiak Island Borough opened up the Port Lions area and that’s where a lot of people rebuilt.  

My grandmother and grandpa, my second grandfather Mike Mullen built their place there in Port Lions, but their heart--and they had always had their Native allotment claim on Afognak Island on the Raspberry Straits there.  That’s where grandma Enola and grandpa Mike had their Native allotments.  And that was eventually granted and that’s where they moved to.  

My grandpa Mike was there during the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill and I was able to talk to him as he was going out there and checking it and I was warning him, please don’t touch that stuff.  It’s so toxic.  
Because I was working during that time as a volunteer ___ being from Senator Stevens.  We tried to get paid for all the work that we did as I worked as the Save Our Sea Otters secretary.  A bunch of Alaska Natives formed together to work with U.S. Fish and Wildlife on the sea otter boats and we organized—My cousin ironically came into town—God works in mysterious ways.  

My cousin came into town and she’d been working on a bunch of boats and she goes, “I can’t believe how they’re doing this.”  So we said, “Well we know how to catch those sea otters.”  She says they were using these huge nets to catch the sea otters and you’re supposed to use this little four foot net with these floats on it.  So we said, “Let’s form our own non-profit group to save the sea otters.”  And it all happened over coffee at a restaurant.  
When I look back at that, I said, “I can’t believe what we’ve done.”  I am a significant claimant in the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill.  I put my claim in for me and the workers and so I also in that class I guess of seven hundred.  
I want to explain a little bit about my work history because that’s important to my education being there at Kodiak Island.  I attended St. Mary’s Catholic School until the earthquake and tidal wave wrecked that.  My seventh grade was interrupted.  
My father who worked then for Kodiak Electric took a job in construction while we had a new house built on Kodiak.

And so I went outside for a year.  I attended Meanie Junior High up there on Capitol Hill.  And the first time I had seen—it was 80% black people and my mom and dad lived two blocks away from home.  It was during the riots.  

And so we were told to immediately get our butts home.  But we only stayed there for three quarters of the school year.  My dad’s construction firm moved to Oregon.  

So in my language I was first taught English, then Latin and then Spanish.  So when I got back to high school, I took French.  

My youngest son, who’s thirteen, is at Ya Ne Dah Ah
 up at Chickaloon village.  

I now work for Cook Inlet Treaty Tribes.  That kind of evolved from working at Chickaloon Village where—first I worked for their environmental office and then up at the front office.  The BIA paid my wages as the secretary/clerk.  I eventually, because of my skills—I used to type 120 words a minute and I do shorthand about 80 or 90 words a minute sometimes and I do ten-key by touch.  That’s pretty fast too.  I don’t know how that fast that is anymore.

But because of those skills that I had in high school, which my high school Kodiak High School for three years, and I graduated from East High [in Anchorage].  I got out in January.  Attended Anchorage Community College and took secretarial procedures and my very first job was Alaska Federation of Natives.  I worked in the On The Job Training Program.  My first boss was Fred Bigjim and Roy Huhndorf.  I worked there through the Alaska Native Land Claims and I’d like to put it on record that those signatories that are there on that ANCSA document had not one tribal council resolution.  There was not one vote taken in any village for any of those signatures that appear on that document; had any authority by tribal council codes, rules, regulations, tribal authority, whatsoever to go to do that.  

I have knowledge of some of those signatories that have rescinded there signatures on that document before they died.  

My father’s descent is Blackfoot, Crow, and Scott/Irish.  As you can see, it was very easy for me to get a job with my skills and looking like this.  And many times I didn’t tell them that I was Alaska Native.  I apologize to my heritage for denying that, but it was what I was taught.  

I also got to work for Cook Inlet Native Association before they were taken over.  
I got married to a basketball guy from Kodiak.  We were married for twenty years.  I have two sons who have now made me a grandmother.  I am a grandmother of two girls and a boy.  My grandson’s seven months.  

My three sons are thirteen, twenty-three and thirty-two.  

That Alyeska Work Agreement has affected both my sons, I feel.  Being able to go up on to the pipeline or work on the oil companies for them and to be up there for a shift or two and then bumped off.  So I have my sons’ stories of that.  
Plus my brother who’s on the other side now, he died in a car accident.  But he worked on the pipeline also.  So he was the Operators 302 Union.  

And my dad is IBEW.  He was IBEW.  
So with my grand Uncle Robert, US Territorial Marshal, teaching me from when I was young and my father running for Kodiak Borough Assembly and being involved in the community like that and volunteering for the tribes over the years.  My volunteer work includes working for sovereignty network.  

Learning how to study and how to do research, I’m so thankful for the Catholic education that I received.  But as you can tell, my diction is very precise.  

BURGESS:
Ma’am?

CALCOTE:
Yes?  

BURGESS:
We’ve got about fifteen minutes before we have to break for lunch, so I just want to…..

CALCOTE:
I want to make my disclaimers.  I’ll be done in five minutes.  

BURGESS:
Okay.  

In my work for the tribes, knowing that the State of Alaska Constitution—my family was not allowed to go down.  At that time they didn’t read and write English and that ANCSA document did not have any proper authority to be signed by Alaska Natives.  
I understand in doing research on the laws that when you look at a law, that you’re supposed to go and look at the provisions section.  And in the civil and criminal world in which the US Military control and management up here comes in the law of public law 83-280 and again in 18USC section 116….section 1324 and 25USC section 1326 which is a special election.  

[Quoting from the document] -

“State jurisdiction acquired pursuant to this sub-chapter with respect to criminal offenses or civil causes of action or with respect to both shall be applicable in Indian Country only where enrolled Indians within the affected area of such Indian Country except such jurisdiction by a majority vote of the adult Indians voting at a special election held for that purpose.

“The Secretary of the Interior shall call such special election under such rules and regulations as he may prescribe when requested to do so by the tribal council or other governing body or by twenty per centum of such enrolled adults.”  

And I challenge the State of Alaska and Congress and the Secretary of Interior to provide to every federally recognized tribe proof that we ever required or requested the Secretary of Interior to promulgate rules and regulations for us to give up our rights to our civil and criminal natures.  

Where did we ever give up?  Where did every tribal community, which I have an 1890 census that says that there were 511 tribes and bands and communities.  And for purposes of enumeration, they were reporting 309.  It cost me a $150 for the book, but it’s a beautiful document.  

So where’s the proof that we ever gave up?  

And I also have that the federal government when it walks into Congress into commerce that it then loses its sovereignty and then acts as a corporation.  

The State of Alaska, title 45 says it’s a public corporation.  

There is a part in title 18 that says providing false and misleading information to the tribes carries a $10,000 fine.  

In the 1945 U.N Charter, Article 73 has a process in there and identifies us as human beings, not as corporations.  To be treated as corporations.  

And I believe that the treaty between—in 1821 through 24—prescribes the relationship between these different jurisdictions.  And the 1867 Treaty of Session was a treaty between Russia and America and they subjected us to the laws that were being promulgated under the treaties with the Lower 48 Indians.  

The Monroe Doctrine was in effect.  And for that dark deed done in the night, that has been the lie that has been promulgated, covered up.  People complicit to the cover up.  

I deny any corporate status through any social security number or birth certificate that rightly belonged to my tribe.  Not by some Puerto Rico corporation coming in through Washington, D.C. and through Congress, and I do believe I also want to put on the record the 1822 Navigation case about Louisiana and the territory.  

Our fisherman in there, it says even in a time of war, our fisherman is not to be disturbed.  It’s the most honorable job on the face of the earth.  

And I believe that our dear Lord Jesus; wasn’t that His thing?  His job was the fisherman.  

And I thank the Catholic Church for my education, but I deny their venue or jurisdiction over me, my property, my rights, my water rights, my fishing rights, my hunting rights.  And you can tell that to the Pope and his Emissaries and you can tell that to England who gave up their rights to all titles back in the 1300’s, the 1200’s to the Pope.  He apologized.  What’s an apology?  
Even in our drug and alcohol, there’s part of an apology you still have to go and rectify your wrongs.  Pull out that doctrine of discovery.  You have no right or venue through us.  This is our land. 

I look at it as we’re occupying – our population is 15%-16% original peoples and its 85% refugees.

BURGESS:
If you could wrap-up in just a couple of minutes.  

And I declare all my rights.  All my family rights.  All my relative rights.  

Thank you.

BURGESS:
Thank you very much and we look forward to receiving your written comments as well.

CALCOTE:
Yes.  I also worked for the Cook Inlet Marine Mammal Council and you can pull that up on Google search engine and see my sixteen page letter.  

BURGESS:
Well, thank you very much.  We appreciate your testimony today.

END OF STATEMENT

� Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, 25 U.S.C. 3001 et seq.


� The Alutiiq Museum, established by the Kodiak Area Native Association in 1978.  See http://www.alutiiqmuseum.com/


� The Ya Ne Dah Ah School was started and is administered by the Chickaloon Village, a federally recognized Tribe.  See www.chickaloon.org





