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I’m Lena Charley from Chistochina.  
First of all I want to say since I was young, I didn’t understand much that time when I was a kid growing up like in the old days.  Katie there, she’s my Aunt.  My mom’s sister.  
And since I was a little kid I was outdoors all the time and learning lots of things out there.  Climb a mountain.  Look at all the animals.  See lots of things.  And I learned lots from it.  And I see everything.  
Sometime I think today’s life, I think its different from when we was born.  It used to be everything’s okay.  We just go ahead and go out there picking berries and when we need some food, we go out and get them.  Today, you see a sign everywhere.  And like us, all the old people right now, we believe those sign—we don’t want to go there.  If somebody ___ there, we don’t want to step in there and that’s the way we are right now.  

We cannot go over everything because that’s the way we grow.  And right now I believe in my way more.  When I was young, I wasn’t that way.  I thought making money would be okay to do so I get hired and go out guiding because I know how to hunt.  And go out working for construction.  I go trap.  I mush dogs.  Many things I done.  

And besides that I’ve been by myself all the time.  My mom used to worried for me when I was gone someplace in the woods, but I took care of myself.  

Just when we need something, the only time we get something.  Right now we got lots of food on the table.  Why are we going to shoot things out there for nothing?  The chance we had, the food on our table, I don’t—unless I really need it.  Right now, I don’t eat anything like anybody else because I like my own food and that’s the way I grew up.  And ___ we can’t do that.  I can see that.  I see lots of different—We used to live—like rabbit, gopher, all those stuff.  And then we dried it and keep it for winter time. 
I don’t think I ever see we waste anything else.  When we get moose, even the bone or feet, whatever – we use it.  Never left nothing behind.  

Even though when I was young I got dogs.  I go out and hunt, if I get a moose, I bring them all out; just me and the dogs.  Because I grew up—since I was a little kid in the woods like I said I learned lots – cutting the wood, get moose, dry them and work on the moose hide.  I do all those things.  

And when I was a guide, because I get paid a little bit for food and I went out and guide for sheep and bear and moose.  When we—My hunters, when they make mistake shooting at a sheep, there will be two sheep there and they said well bury the thing.  We can’t it.  I said no way, we’re going to bring everything that is there no matter what.  So we always the meat back every time.  If they can’t, I’ll take the horse and go it.  

And then right now--The last few years ago, I just go out there and walk around.  I see lots.  Sometimes they just take horn and stuff like that.  
I hear what you call talking and my Aunt talking now that’s the way we are.  I don’t read.  I don’t write.  I don’t go to school.  I just learned from hearing people talk.  And what I got right now, I learned the way I’ve been out there in the woods.  And the way I see it, I learned that.  

And my mom, she used to sew lots of things and work on the skin.  She didn’t do it like me and go out hunting stuff, but she done lots of things.  When we were just little kids, not too big, we lost our daddy.  Our mother was dad and mother for us.  So that’s the way we are.  
Like we used to be real strict people.  You don’t just go in the creek for nothing unless there’s something in there.  Fish.  If we can bring them, that’s all we can stick in the creek, but otherwise we don’t.  Like we set and ___ everything.  We believe it that way.  We can’t mug around with the creek.  We can’t play in lake.  We never—We don’t swim in those things.  There’s food in those thing.  We don’t bother them that way.  We always take care of things.  Like Bensanita (phonetic) my Aunt said, we fish there too.  I know my grandpa was there every morning about four o’clock in the morning he was down there standing looking to see if there was any kids in our creek.  I learned lots of that too. 

Right now I try my best for my kids, my grandkids and they got two months to do all the things like—I don’t know.  Its just that we got a different life and this other life – they join in one things and they ___ all behind.  That’s what happened.  

I can’t speak like you people.  I know lots of things to say but sometimes I couldn’t say it.  I don’t know what’s ________ make everybody understand.  I don’t think everybody understand us when we say something like that.  I know it’s hard to understand because they went faraway from what we got.  
Like right now what we doing out there while I’m still here, I like to do that.  I don’t want to stop that.  There was too many way low, but we’re the only ones that believe about the other way—other things anybody care.  Months.  And lots of time I see it and I hear every word.  I just can’t help but say anything—this is no good.  This is the way it will be.  But can’t say that much.  

People are too busy for many things.  Right now my Aunt over there, she’s using her head.  She’s using her mind.  She don’t have to use anything to say anything.  I’m the same way.  I don’t have to read.  I don’t have to take a book to tell somebody.  I use—speak with my own heart.  I like them to understand, but they couldn’t.
Like right now I’m glad my granddaughter is ___ he come up with some language but because we loose our language, because we didn’t care and let go.  That’s another one.  Its our own business what we do and like we do ____ stuff.  This is our business and our way.  This is our life.  We about to lose that too.  We already loose our language.  We loosing half of our lives just because we didn’t believe our ways.  Sometimes I think its just our fault.  We shouldn’t ___ anything.  I can do that.  But we can be good to each other.  
But I think that everybody go ___ for everything what they’re doing.  Me, right now I just try to help my best to ____ this job.  I like them to understand in two ways.  I like to be with them because I can be--help the kids.  Right now there is lots of little ones speak lots of my language.  But I hope the kid -- that’s the way I feel every day.  And I still talk with them only ________ to teach them but they doing a little better; learn a few things.  I love to teach kids.  I like to tell them about my life what I did.  But I don’t know where can I bring them to tell them – but I never see them.  Even my grandkids, they never come around too much.  I’m just too busy at my place with everything right now.  I don’t just sit down.  I got too much to do.  People order this and that like slippers and all that.  Every day.  Not only once.  So I’m just busy myself.  I like to be with the kids every once and while, but I couldn’t.  

That’s another way.  What’s going on is Chistochina right now, its good.  Everything is going good.  ______ be that way.  I want to that way.  I like everything just the way it is.  

We got places to go picking up berries.  We got a place to go hunt and we got a place to fish and just do our own business.  That’s the only thing—every day I think I hope everything’s come out and all these young ones understand the right things and go the right way.  That’s the way I feel.  Straight to the heart to make them understand.  
It looks like we will lose our language.  I’m the only one that who’s speaking a little bit right now.  I don’t speak the whole thing.  There’s lots more to speak but some people that never hear it, they think I speak pretty good, but I know I got lots of things to learn yet.  But I don’t know.  The old people is all gone.  There’s no way to bring them back.  

That’s all I want to say now.

BURGESS:
Thank you very much.  
END OF STATEMENT

