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Q@ M{V Rural Justice Commission
\ Kotzebue, Alaska
February 24, 2005

My name is Virginia Commack, Tribal Administrator/ @anereh Menages/Advocate for the Native
Village of Ambler. I come from a Tribe that historically had good Inupait Ilitqusait way of life with
good governance, stable responsible members stable family lives, communit sp11'1t & good health that
includes good pubhc safety. C«% M—MM—! iy prowea) “j/ua f:%“’é
/ﬁ history reveals how healthy our people were in the public safety arena. They were in control of
their destiny and lived good physical lives they simply governed themselves to suyrvive. They knew %‘é
how to take care of each other through public safety putting together their own scheme of law & order ;L%
and lived peacefully. Law & order was respected and no jail system no repeat offenders unlike all the v, )
history within the state system. ‘14%‘:
You see our Native People have Intellectual knowledge on basic human needs and how to protect each
other from harm through good public safety practices. Now this has changed drastically with influx of
influence and a permissible way of life as a choice aside the orderly Inupait life. Our people are now
falling between the factors ofknow how absolutes and a permissible system of governance; second
inflating very unstable way of life. You could just about do anything you want and you have the right
to this freedom with no absolute law & order in ethics to keep them in line. Western justice system has
been for some time there is proof in the number of our people incarcerated. Then even more alarming
they are introduced then assimilated to a permissible world then punished for becoming so permissibly
doing wrong. They get the message that they are in a free world without ethical teachings in tact, they
learn they have rights to this permissible system but they have yet to learn good ethics from this system
where are they?

Now this kind of system is represented in majority of the rural justice commission we all know that so_
we should expect even greater misery for our people.

In the Western Justice System human becomes a number their identity exploited in that way. Their
rights exploited in the current system in numerous ways. They expenence western _]EEHCG a com:t
\ SX’Em with very limited representation then they remain in a space with Betneadess ]ﬂ" i 5844e
48t b "ﬁe&u@ﬁ@;@#ﬁ% space. Then they are humiliated in numerous ways then Judged Wlth foreign Words
not uil}dd:t:{stood in a foreign system away from their people’s rightful ways of law & order.
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If the state system is going to dominate this rural justice commission we will,see ms{l;v_l'éssness and ,
more jails necessary to accommodate the increase that is the history under this system, '

Why is our state striving to dominate ways of our people? We%aa%rg OUr OWIL aNSWErs #Eut let us focus
on this system that is different than the ways of our people./alriba ggvenunentsm to be given equal
chance as the state, it looks hopeless this will ever happen with majority rural justice commissioners
representing one system. This same system is allowing all the lavg; &‘s‘;}ess through permissible ways.
First infinite number of runaway legislations within the Yeespinp system contributes then through a
justice system so choaked up with so many laws to interpret and justify justice. Basic interpretation we
have for all this is there are so many laws twisting good basic laws combined they are really back to

lawlessness. w sl oo é'qﬁ:@rw




mersmdemrore Hur Tribal Government is not in support of this rural justice commission
and the system the commission upholds. Nothing will change only for the worst for our people if we
submit ourselves to a very complex system that simply creates a permissible system and consequences
that are alarming for human.

We sce it as another systematic control tool to suppress our good ways of Native people. Hindering
our people to help themselves cansing severe social pain and continue to shut out our good ways. We
simply see a power struggle with the good Native Ways. ‘

We recommend this justice commission make recommendations to recognize the Tribal Governments
then fund them to build up their own good ways and enable them to exercise their governance in public
safety. There should never have been a commission formed just to go and hear these kinds of
testimonies from the villages. Precious dollars are being expended theourhg theis new rural justice
commission if only the state governance or whomever would have adhered to asking the Tribes to do
what they conld in public safety and just simply supported them monetarily and change some of the
state laws restricting safety issue laws fo tailor to our Tribal Governance. Or simply consulted with the
Tribes on a government to government basis we would have worked this out just the same.

Many times we are told more heads are better than one but for too long Alaska has used only heads
from within one systematic state, our Native intellectual knowledge has yet to be heard & allowed to
be exercised.

Countless proof of Injustice to communities and reasons to allow Tribal Government to govern
their own Tribal Justice System for their own people

First, we know our people best and the justice needs in our communities. We know our own tribal
pubhc safety practices but our people are repeatedly denied the right to exercise our governance rights.
This is foremost injustice to our people to begin with. The denial of triba] justice ways since the
statehood, ANCSA and many other injustice legislations continue to affect negatively the rights of the
Tribal Governments and their membership.

Problems we encounter with the western justice system so greatly impacts our people. Years ago our
eleven villages come together and compared the western justice system with our own Tribal Justice
Ways and we underlined injustice supercedes justice within the western system to human beings.

Foremost our own governance is denied. Tribal Governments are not allowed total governance to
exercise over our membership that encompass all areas of our Indigenous lifes including Ihupait
Justice Ways.

We were made landless one of the greate§ social & spiritual injustice to our rights to good life, liberty
& justice.

Western justice impacts our social, spiritual, physical & mental health psychologically impairing
human beings (good people). »

When unreliable witnesses are allowed and incarcerate innocent individuals,devastating injustice 5
placed upon human. These individuals rights to good life, liberty & justice are all violated. Families
& community holistically feels the pain and consequences a deep aftermath would, with hopelessness
for Tribal Governments helpless feeling to correct ahmjusnce system., ('oa:%
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Elderly parents, parents, grandparents families suffer greater in loss of survival & basic human need
service providers with these providers incarcerated wa#h injustice ways and practices.

Injustice impacts community in more ways than one. Goog social, spiritual, physical & mental
survival is disrupted with psychological emotional impacts. Children suffer greater pains, affects their
young lives and future.
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