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Hi.  My name’s Nora David.  I’m the Health Aide here in Mentasta and many issues that we talk about – the response.  Sometime I guess I end up being the responder.  
And I end up going to these things as a medical person or a person that’s being called because they have nobody else to call and there’s times when I walked in and there was guns being pulled.  There’s times when I walked in when I’ve been threatened.  There was times when I walked into place and I’m taking care of patients and I have to watch my back because I was afraid of the other person coming in.  

The Troopers—There was a Trooper years ago.  I don’t remember his name.  But he came to Mentasta.  He was up in Tok.  But he came to Mentasta one day and he drove through the village and he said Mentasta was the coldest village he’s ever been to.  He said he’d been up north to all the other villages, but Mentasta he said even the dogs disappear.  And it sparked a curiosity in him.  So invited and asked if he could come and introduce himself down here.  And he did.  He came down to our Tribal Council meeting and he met with us and he talked with us.  We developed a relationship with this Trooper.  That relationship isn’t there anymore.  It’s gone.

And what I see is that a relationship needs to be developed with the State of Alaska.  They don’t have to see us as their enemy.  Because we’re not.  Our heart is for our people.  We care what happens to our people.  We care what happens to our children, our Elders.  We care for the people that come to this village that are visitors. 

The State of Alaska needs to put down whatever hostilities they have toward the Native people; the villages and work out on a relationship—a government to government relationship on building a relationship to work with each other and supporting us.  

When we make a decision, we make it for the best of our people because that’s where our heart is.  To the best of our people.  

Our ICWA law that’s put there for the State—Alaska—Alaska to obey.  And now they’re thinking of doing away with it.  Hey, wake up people.  This has—protect our children.  We have a say in what happens to our children.  Sometime the decision that we have to remove the children from the village—at least we have a say that our best interest is in the child.  The State of Alaska doesn’t know what’s in their best interest—They need to come back to where we are and listen to what we have to say for our children.

Our Elders need the protection.  We protect them, but we need the State Troopers.  We need the people to protect—to support us in what we do.  We have issues here in the village that we deal—right here in the village--with before it even goes to the State.  We intervene on behalf of our people when things are going wrong.  
If the school has problems with the children, it’s brought before us.  We go to these families and we talk to them and intervene on their behalf.  We deal with it within here.  We have that authority and we will keep that authority.  The State of Alaska needs to stand up and say they have that authority and recognize it.  Whether they say it or not, we will continue to do it.  

When my mother or the families here, say that they are hungry – they need a moose.  Hey, we’re going to go out and we get a moose and we’ll take it to them.  And boy, we’ll probably get—If the State wants to come in and take the moose, we’ll ___ take the little piece, the rest has been eaten.  We want to protect our people but the State of Alaska needs to learn to work with us because we care. 

That’s all I have to say.  Thank you.

JUSTIN:
Thank you.  I don’t have a question.  I just want to….
BURGESS:
The mike’s on.

JUSTIN:
Thank you.  I don’t have a question.  I just wanted to complement you on your testimony.  Thank you.

BURGESS:
Nora, I had a question.  If you ___ this question, if you want to answer or if you feel uncomfortable, I certainly understand.  Maybe somebody else can answer it.  But one of the things we’re taking--and  I know you’re coming from the health background.  One of the things we’ve been seeing in some of the other villages is problems not just with alcohol, but with other drugs as well.  And I was wondering if you’re seeing some of these here and specifically we’re hearing a lot of testimony about a problem with marijuana and actually some drugs that now that we’re seeing problems with is methamphines.  If you can generally describe ___ the primary problem you have all the drugs.  Is that here or are there other drugs that are showing up?

DAVID:
The main problem we have is with alcohol.  And I’ve known of other—I don’t know who the people are.  But I’ve known of people that have come in here selling other drugs and people have stood up and told them, get the hell out with your stuff; don’t bring it to our village.  So we’ve had people that have stood up and have kicked—literally kicked people out of the village that brought stuff in here.  But that’s all I—most of the things is with alcohol. 

BURGESS:
Great.  Thank you very much.  

LISA WOLF:
Excuse me.  Most of the problems we have alcohol are the people that come into our village.  They are the people that are causing destruction.  Where the most problem is the people from the outside of our village with alcohol.

BURGESS:
Okay.  Thank you.  
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