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Okay.  The first thing I wanted to talk about was ICWA.  I went to a meeting down in Juneau and they had representatives from Stevens’ Office and Young’s Office and one of the things they talked about was there was a dissatisfied Senator and I forget what State he’s from, but he’s trying to change or totally do away with the ICWA law as it is.  
And I think for the last year, I think it was just last year, we had to do all kinds of reports and stuff to show what we’ve done; how many cases we’ve had; where we’re at in those cases and how successful we were.  And it was an audit that was requested by this person because of his personal dealings with ICWA.  It’s a non-Native family who was trying to adopt a Native child and when the Tribe found out, they intervened and then they followed the ICWA law, they lost these kids.  These kids then went to a Native family.  So based on his personal feelings, he’s using that and I guess he’s powerful enough to where he’s actually introducing a Bill .  

And still today, like we currently—Chistochina is working on a case where we have Native kids from Chistochina who the State—not Alaska, a different State is looking at placing them in a non-Native home without even contacting the Tribe.  It’s still happening today.  We have kids that are third generation down that originated from Chistna that are still coming back trying to find out where they’re from and these kids have been adopted out to families that don’t even live in Alaska.  And it’s taken them that long to trace their roots.  
The other thing that I wanted to talk about too was the COPS program that Evelyn kind of went through that.  And I think everybody else has said the same thing.  When it first got started, we had good support from the Troopers and to me it was a really good program.  And I think the State really liked it then because they were enforcing some of their laws and chasing down people that they wanted.  As long as we were on their agenda, it was a good thing.  And then when we started enforcing things on our behalf, then it became a bad thing.  
And a lot of the issues that people have brought up was domestic violence, all these other child issues could be taken care of within our program if we had a functional COPS program.  We have the funding.  We just need some sort of an agreement with the State of Alaska on that part.  

The other thing, there was a little discussion on children with FAS or FASD, I guess is the correct term for that.  My thought is if we put more money into prevention, that’s 100% preventable, I don’t know if you want to call it a disease or whatever, but if we--I think that if people really believed in helping people that would probably be the best bet is to put money into villages and prevention.  Prevention is the only way it goes because that is a preventable thing.  

And then on the same __ too, we have—the Native people have the highest rate of suicide in Alaska.  And I think it’s in the other States as well.  Native people have the highest rate of suicide.  
I recently went to a conference that was held in Portland and Alaska had selected their team to go down there and we—Chistochina has a Suicide Prevention Grant and each year we go to a training and we think of ideas and stuff like that; activities in our community.  There’s not a whole lot of villages that have those grants, but there’s a few that do.  
Anyway, I was selected from that group to go down to Portland.  Other than one other person—There was just two of us that were Native from this whole group that came from Alaska and all these people were from Juneau, Fairbanks and Anchorage and they’re talking about how to prevent suicide and to develop and plan to reduce the suicide rates in our villages.  And I thought that was kind of odd and so I said so and I didn’t get a response from anyone.  They had the Troopers there.  It was a Task Force—A Committee, I guess that is appointed by the Governor.  There were some Native people on there.  Agnes Hootzer was on there and she was removed by our Governor.  
So I think if the State is really sincere about reducing the rate of suicide, they would at least have the Native people from each of the communities join in that effort and put some of that money back into the villages rather than—they had the Anchorage School District there, they had the Fairbanks School District, they had the Crisis Line in Fairbanks there, they had a Pastor from Anchorage that was there.  I mean these are the people that are designing a plan that they’re going to implement in each of these villages and that kind of didn’t make sense.  

And the other thing is Tobacco.  There’s a lot of Tobacco grants that were given out.  Again, they sent statistics and I don’t know who did the recent study on that,  but the statistics shows that the rural youth have the highest rate and they’re continuing using Tobacco where children in the urban areas have lowered their use.  And again, all your big cities and schools and stuff are the ones who’s getting the funding for that program and I think some of that should be shared out in the rural areas because that’s where you’re showing the increase.
And I think that’s it on my list.  

Thank you.

BURGESS:
Thank you.  Can we get a copy of that list for the record?  
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