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I can introduce myself as Sergeant Chris Dunbar.  I am a Sergeant of Police. 
I will not be a police officer shortly.  I have accepted a job with the Sitka Tribe as the Coordinator of the Family Justice Center.  

Maybe because I was frustrated with the criminal justice system.  I have twenty-seven years experience as a police officer.  So I’ve been a lot—arrested a lot of people.  

My baby, which I want to share with you, is restorative justice.  I want you to remember this very carefully.  Restorative justice is what I believe in, where not only juveniles, the adults who go through the criminal justice system and it’s bogged down for years and months and it disrupts some peoples lives.  

And I believe that a community can handle most of these crimes.  The court system does what they do, but I believe the community can do it better.  

I have a written a paper in the master’s level, which I will share with you -- to the tribe.  It’s about 60 pages.  And what I’ve done is worked on the programs that is restorative justice when quote unquote criminal cases are taken away from the formal justice system and handled locally.  

I’ve run a juvenile justice center where I worked with juveniles and it was restorative justice.  It was a diversion on several juveniles who are in college today and doing other things because of this program.  The State lacks _____________.  

What we have in Sitka is the perfect world.  Maybe that’s why I quit.  Maybe that’s why I quit.

Luther, Sven and I, we have worked together and we have tried to organize things.   We have done things in the past.  Unfortunately it was not sustained because of the OJ grants and other things like that and things that came in the way.  

But the restorative justice system can work.  It can definitely work in any community.  It takes the community leaders to make it happen.  Someone has to go in and organize these things.

I have written this paper that I believe could take someone from A to Z and I will share it.  I will send it as an attachment to the Tribe; representing the Sitka Tribe.  
I could go on and on for a long time.  I’ve traveled throughout the State with the DARE Program, Drug Abuse Resistance Education.  Sexual assault, domestic violence, these are my areas.  

But I want to introduce the restorative justice program because I believe from the juvenile level it will change the framework of criminal justice in the State.

Thank you.

BURGESS:
Thank you very much.  I think we have one question here for you.  

__________:
Sergeant, do you see any prospects for applying at the Tribal level, restorative justice beyond the juvenile version to perhaps all offenders who are not involved in offenses against persons? 

DUNBAR:
Yes, I believe that restorative justice can work with adults only.  Remembering that the criminal justice system takes these cases and just warehouse them.  We house them.  And it interrupts peoples’ lives for so long.  And then come back and dismiss it.  And sometimes dismissals has not done anything.

What I believe, the community could take these cases and make it productive.  

The victims will be served, plus the perpetrators will be held accountable at some level; not jail.  But at some level where there’s remorse, apologies, helping the Elders.  There’s so many things that could be done for someone who has made a mistake versus breaking the law.  But the criminal justice system is so harsh, that there’s no give at times.  

And as a police officer I am forced to make an arrest because the law says I should.  But then my recommendations are not—the District Attorney or the judges cannot be that flexible.  So it can be done at the community level.  It definitely can.  

One more thing we need to think about again, we see the juveniles who commit six crimes before they’re really being helped.  And I think again at the community level--the child make a mistake or two at the community level, we can deal with it today and solve the problem.  Why would the justice system--it takes six or seven crimes before that person becomes a true juvenile.  
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