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My name is Andy Durny.  Up until last August I worked in the City of Nulato.  I was there for about twenty-five years working in the city office.  
As an example of cooperation between the community and the VPSO program, the City of Nulato provided funding for—got grant money to purchase a VPSO vehicle.  The City of Nulato provided—or got grant funding for a VPSO building.  At one time we had an office and fire hall, but then it was moved and there’s a different building used now.  

We got State funding for a fire truck, but the fire truck is no longer there.  

The city provided housing for the VPSO.  And along with the housing, the city provided water and sewer and I think electricity too.  And then there was some money put in the budget for the VPSO program to help purchase supplies.  At different times, the city also provided funding to pay for a VPO
 which was basically a curfew officer.  So on the surface it would seem like there was a lot of support for the VPSO program and that everything should have been fine.  For various reasons though, there was always—not always—but depending on who was on the governing body, who was the VPSO, at different time there was a lot of friction maybe between the governing body and the VPSO.  And the VPSOs frequently felt that they did not have the support that they needed. So we’re talking about a couple of different types of support.  There’s maybe financial support and then support from the community.  

The support from the community, I think one way to address that—Somebody said earlier talking about—raising the issue about education.  All these things are connected.  The public safety officer, she was in the VPSO program.  They’re not isolated.  Because the VPSO program and the State Trooper program are so, in my opinion and in a lot of other peoples’ opinion, is so under funded, that’s why you get this attitude where people think that when people—One of the reasons, people think that they’re only there—They’re kind of like the bad guys.  They’re often perceived as the bad guys.  They come in, pick you up when there’s a problem, and take you to jail.  

Almost every time we had a new VPSO, one of the first things that they talked about doing was they’d like to do public safety programs, work with kids in the school, do a public information or public education programs, fire safety programs.  And almost every time we had a VPSO, probably every single time we had a VPSO, they ended up being unable to do hardly any of those things because it’s under funded.

So that’s another part that’s related.  

If we had more Troopers; maybe the Troopers would be seen more often than just when there’s a crisis.  But getting back to the education.  If there was more funding, maybe the Troopers and the VPSO could spend a little bit more of their time on public education and letting people know what they do - what they can do.  But I think that the people that keep getting recycled in the system knows how it works.  But the people that are on the outside and aren’t being arrested don’t know how it works.  So we have a totally different perception of it.  

As a person in the administration, I didn’t always know what the VPSO was able to do.  The city council didn’t always know what the city council was able to do.  So it’s hard to develop a good working relationship like that.  You know that funding is a problem.  But I just want to reiterate that.  And also to add to what—you had the question about what kind of drugs there are.  I would agree.  That my experience in different communities - a lot of marijuana and a lot of cocaine.  

END OF STATEMENT
� Village Police Officer





