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My name is Roselyn Fay.  I was born in Petersburg; reared in Kake.  I went to school at Mount Edgecombe for one year – high school and then transferred to Sheldon Jackson High School and then Junior College.
I worked as a Community Health Aide for years here and at the time when I was a Health Aide, we dealt with a lot of suicides.   We dealt with a lot of abuse.  And these Talking Circles are great.  We used to have to go out and work with the patients by ourselves – like myself with a Police Officer.  

I remember one time a person did that and this person cut themselves and took a bunch of pills and my husband and a Police man—the thought the Police man was going to lock her leg down and they didn’t and they had pressure on the arms and stuff, but she got her leg out somehow and she kicked me all the way across the room.  And my back was out and when I got up, I thought wow.  She popped my back, back in place.  So it was bad, but then it turned out for the good.  

But one thing that……
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I feel privileged to be able to be a part of the group to work with the young people.  

When I was growing up, it just seemed like you didn’t have the people there to support you and they weren’t there to listen.  But with this group, they’re here and they’ll listen and they’re there for you.  They’re there from the beginning to the end and then they still call and check and make sure everything’s okay.  

And maybe Jada and Chanada (phonetic) could say—like when we were bringing brought up--There were some of our parents that brought us up with reverse psychology and that is the hardest thing to overcome – the reverse psychology.  

But there is some of us that have overcome that and I think if we could teach the young people that they could overcome reverse psychology, they’d be better off.  They’d know that they can make it anywhere in whatever they decide to do.  

That’s pretty much all I had to say.  

BURGESS:
Thank you very much.  

JUSTIN:
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  You mentioned being—How many years were you a CHA?

FAY:
I was a Community Health Practioner for ten years.  And then my husband and I were EMT II’s for about thirteen years.  

JUSTIN:
Was that here in Kake?

FAY:
Yes.

JUSTIN:
So you saw the suicide rates and the abuse rates….

FAY:
Yes.

JUSTIN:
…pretty much first hand.  

FAY:
Yes.  

JUSTIN:
Thank you.

FAY:
And then I also worked at the Police Department at one time as a jailer dispatcher.

JUSTIN:
Is that separate from your EMT/CHA?

FAY:
Yes.

JUSTIN:
So that would be more than thirteen years all total.

FAY:
Um hum.

BURGESS:
Well thank you very much.  I appreciate that.
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