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Good afternoon.  I’d like to welcome the Alaska Rural Justice Commission here to Sitka by the Sea.  

I hope too that the Chairman would give me a pen.  

My name is Nelson B. Frank.  I’m a member of the Sitka Tribe of Alaska.  I’m an Executive Committeeman on the Grand Camp of the Alaska Native Brotherhood and served two terms on Sitka’s Borough Assembly.  

One of my main concerns for the Sitka Tribe of Alaska Court program is the current rider that stops the court from accessing grants from the Department of Justice.  This type of grant would greatly help the tribal court in developing their current programs and extending to hear more cases.  

Without access to these funds, the tribal court will likely grow very slowly and not be able to help more tribal citizens than they already do.  

I’ve participated for our Children - Grandchildren Committee, a group that worked to develop Sitka Tribe’s current children’s code.  This group also developed our tribal statement for the rights of children.  This document is a strong statement of our Tribe’s customs and values regarding how children must be cared for and respected.  

The Tribe’s Social Services Department regularly uses this statement when representing the tribe in Indian Child Welfare Act cases.

Both the drafting of the new children’s code and the development of our Grandchildren Committee and the statement of rights of children were made possible under a tribal court enhancement grant from the Department of Justice.  

These are the types of projects that the Sitka Tribe can no longer undertake because we have been denied access to those grant funds.  I urge the Rural Justice Commission to recommend that this rider be removed so the Sitka Tribe can again access tribal court grants from the Department of Justice.  

The rider only limits access to justice for our tribal citizens and the rest of the community.

Again, I strongly urge you to work to remove this rider.  

Thank you very much.

And again, welcome to Sitka by the Sea.  

BURGESS:
Thank you very much.  Any questions by any of the Commissioners?   Thank you very much for your testimony.

FRANK:
Sure.  

END OF STATEMENT

