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Thank you again.  I’d like to thank the Commission for allowing me to speak today.  
This is my third introduction today and it’s with purpose.  I was asked by my clan at the beginning to welcome you to our territory here in Sitka.  That was one role that I’m stepping into as a youngster and there are many other people including a clan sister who could have done it much more eloquently than I have.

As a youngster I utilize as many of the skills as I can, but realizing also as a youngster that I’m going to make mistakes and a lot of our experiences and strengths come from mistakes we’ve made.

I came to share with the board, not mistakes that I’ve made, but with some of the experiences that I have and how I was directly affected by funding through, I believe at the time it was the Violence Against Women Act and STOP Violence Act.  Both were funding sources through the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention.  

Prior to my employment in 1999 with the Sitka Tribe of Alaska I was pretty much a laborer.  But I was in a similar situation that is not uncommon in many communities throughout Alaska.  I was a single parent.  I had a daughter that I was caring for.  I had my back up against the wall.  And by no means is this a sob story, it’s just relatively the truth.  That most of the people that you will be working with in the communities in rural Alaska have not gone to pursue what is called a formal education.  

However in this room alone, you can look around and see how many people lack a formal education and their experiences are so great that when tied together and pushed forward for a common cause, they are great no matter which way you look at them.

And that’s what I’m hoping that this Commission takes.  Is that you’re going to take threads from the conversation and testimony from the Elder Jessie Johnnie and also from her daughter, who is a very well respected person in the field of domestic violence; the council, the staff and all the citizens and collaborators within the community of Sitka to say that this will directly impact people.  This Rider is much more than legislation in Washington, D.C.  This is actual lives.  That while we’re sitting here at this table, even discussing this issue right now, there are people and maybe some of the officers that were here earlier went to go and tend to a call of domestic violence.  I believe they said they respond to at least one per day in Sitka.

So in all due respect, while it’s an issue and it is a very serious one for us to consider, I hope that the Commission is able to provide in a relatively—in a timely fashion with the best of their abilities and the consideration for the citizens of America who are living a tough life.  

Traveling great distances in rural Alaska, I understand from my own experiences, is one of the biggest obstacles to receiving that very supreme liberty that we’re given – the right to a fair trial is not always afforded because access to the resources is just not the same in the villages.  

And not only that, if you take a person from Barrow who wanted to go to a training that was being held in Washington, DC, it’s a three or four day commute to get to Anchorage; it’s a one day trip to get down to DC and then it’s a day’s rest before you’re even ready to go.  

Now the cost associated with traveling from Barrow to Washington DC has to be written into a grant.  Very few rural residents make or even can compete with the financial responsibility to train themselves and educate themselves on the issues.  

It is very, very crucial that when it’s seen as a line item as transportation costs for educational opportunities, whether it be for our Elders, for our staff or our council, that that be considered with great weight in Alaska because we are not like any other State where we can drive by inter-State.  

Costs for airfare are not cheap in Alaska.  Out of a number of issues that in my own personal dealings that I’ve encountered in just a short time.  And I’m saying that—I would be directly impacted by not receiving the funding if this Rider were to go through, I wouldn’t want to be so negative as to say that if we don’t get this funding, we can’t continue to stop domestic violence because I have another respected Elder up here who has many years of experience and she can tell you ways that her families and her families used to combat domestic violence.
But in today’s day and age, there’s legislation and legalities that some of our members and citizens can’t keep up with without hiring a tribal attorney.  There are some people who are well versed who can.  

But some of the pro’s that I personally had benefited from in working with the court; one, I got out of the labor industry.  I didn’t have to continue to bust my butt and my back over blood, sweat, and tears to feed my family the same food I would have by using my brain in a tribal court setting.

The minimal education that was received in that court setting by my peers, my mentors and other supervisors was enough to educate me and inspire me to pursue my own information and what I know.  

I was able to work with local Elders when I worked as a court clerk and we extracted some of their traditional information and knowledge which was eventually to be used for the tribal court.

We developed a process to identify, translate, transfer and transcribe traditional laws that would be for our tribal court.  

The concept of the court of Elders was used to form what was referenced as the For Our Grandchildren Committee.  Forgive me if I say it wrong.  In Tlingit, it has a name as well – (speaking in Tlingit).  

There might be other variations, but basically it’s for our grandchildren and that’s some of the cultural sensitivity that comes from the tribal programs that we’re able to ease some of that comfort level for citizens who come in for services just by allowing citizens to identify with a Tlingit name.

The committee served as Advisories to the tribal judges to interpret traditional law.  And also it was mentioned that a basic bill of rights was created out of that committee for our children.

I also assisted in updating the Children’s Code.  We took stabs at the Code Governing Court Rules and Civil procedure; drafted an election ordinance which was also under revision process.  And some of the people in the room also participated in those committees as well.

And what is notable about the Sitka Tribe is that because of the work that Tammy came up here before—I don’t know if she mentioned it, but before she worked on her coalition, she also worked for the Tribe.  And a lot of the ground work for domestic violence code for the Tribe was laid by Tammy.  

And the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention receives numerous applications year after year for different grants.  The process usually is if there’s an RFP, the Tribes submit their grant and then they wait for a response.  

OJJDP came in that year and requested the Tribe submit a grant for the Safe Start Initiative based on the previous work of the codes.  

So you can see that there are numerous opportunities for the Tribe to expand, but a lot of most everything I’ve said has come back unfortunately to the funding.  And we can utilize all of the traditional knowledge from the past to help correct some of the problems of today, but unfortunately we have to consider monetary considerations of our Elders; their time commitment to the project. 

And I can show you, if you have time, go over by that pillar before you leave today, take a look at that picture that’s called Celebration 1986 because we’re sitting here in 2004 and many of those people who are Elders then that could have contributed to our causes today are gone.  And before any more slip away, I’d like to be able to utilize the information that they have because they used a myriad of resources to keep people on track.  
Without taking up too much more time, in addition to all those great and wonderful things that I was able to experience as a tribal court clerk, most notably was the experience and wisdom that I received in working with the chief judge, Judge Borbridge at that time.  Judge Laws was an associate judge.  And it really opened my eyes to how important it is as a young Native person to participate in these types of forums.  

I always said that I can and will be a contributing member of the community of Sitka and I hope that just based on testimony and continued actions that I will continue to stand for the people in the community.

There are many other things I’m sure I could say and being sensitive to the timeframe that you guys have, I’d like to thank everyone here for listening to my rambling because I am pretty young.  I don’t have hardly any gray hairs on my head.  Everybody tells me I have to wait until that time period to talk anymore.  
But I appreciate thoroughly the opportunity to share my experiences with you.  And I hope that when you leave here, that you give a really strong recommendation of the impacts—not so much of what happens when the money is taken away, but what we have done with the money we had been given in the past.  

We have created many things; collaborations and what not.  Duplication of services, as far as I’m concerned isn’t an issue because we’re doing things together.  

I thank you again for all of your time.  

BURGESS:
Thank you very much and thank you for your introduction this morning as well as your comments this afternoon.  And I guess I want to say, just your testimony and anybody else’s testimony, if there are more things you want to say beyond what you had said here today, we would encourage you to write us and let us know so that will become part of our record as well.

Thank you very much.

GAMBELL:
Thank you.
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