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Good afternoon Mr. Chairman and members of the Commission.  I’m Chairman of the Kotzebue Elders Council, so let me officially welcome you to Kotzebue.
I also sit on the NANA Regional Elders Council representing Kotzebue.  I sit on the Tribal Council representing the Elders there and I also represent the Elders in the Borough Assembly.

All of the issues that you’re addressing here, I think are very important because they affect the whole Region.  

The thing that I’m going to talk to you about is alcohol.  It is a problem that exists in our Region and basically Kotzebue is blamed because all of the airlines come through Kotzebue and alcohol reaches the villages even though their dry, but it comes through Kotzebue.  

Back in December 2001 I came before the Kotzebue City Council and asked them if they would consider an ordinance to establish a delivery site like they have in Barrow, which I might add is working for the community of Barrow.  

To the people that I’ve talked to, even people that were against -- initially against opening a delivery site in Barrow now support it because the amount of alcohol related crimes has gone down substantially in Barrow.  
So after I addressed the City Council here in Kotzebue, they appointed a Commission or a Committee that I chaired.  For a whole year we looked at all of the problems or potential problems we would find or see if we established a site here in Kotzebue.  We held public hearings; we had an ordinance drafted and then we had a referendum which unfortunately didn’t pass in the election because there was some questions that we were not sure of.  

And the two basic ones were the cost of operating the facility.  We looked at different numbers as far as what types of fees we would place to keep the place open for at least four hours a day.  And it’s possible to do that.  
But the biggest question that the Council and people had with the site was the liability question.  

It’s a situation where if a person had some alcohol coming into Kotzebue and you were inebriated, picked it up from the site and drove off and hit somebody – that’s a liability situation to who ever operates the site.  

Based on some of the information that we had back then in 2000 and 2001 -- as an example some of the statistics that we had here in Kotzebue – the citations by type between September 2002 and August 2003, of all the citations issued here in Kotzebue, which I think I remember went over just under three hundred.  54% was minors consuming alcohol.  
Now that’s a statistic I’m not very proud of here in Kotzebue.  But I don’t think it’s changed very much.  I think that statistic is still high because of the availability of alcohol for the minors to get a hold of by different means is so high that this statistic is high.  
Also by month, July and August were the highest incidents of alcohol related arrests.  In August it was 88% and July it was 77%.   So there’s a tread there and especially sometimes when we get the dividends is another time.  

But these statistics, I think, are prevalent in a lot of the other communities.  

In 2000 of the Court—There was some Court statistics that I had.  Of all the cases, there was 1,400 cases that were brought before the Court here.  This is the whole Region, including Point Hope.

Over 1,100 was alcohol related.  

So you see the impact of alcohol in our Region and in our community here and how it affects us.  

So what I would recommend is that some kind of funding be provided to initially start up or open a site in communities that hope to have it and also that the exemption from liability be put on it.  And if that’s what the State Legislature needs to do, I think that recommendation should be made because if we had a site here in Kotzebue, a lot of the problems that you’re hearing right now from the villages would go away.  Not all of them, but a lot of them.  

Because only Kotzebue residents would be able to be permitted to have alcohol shipped to Kotzebue.  So I think it would be a good idea for some help in that regard.  

And I thank you for your time.  

JUSTIN:
Thank you very much.  Questions from the Commissioners?  Questions.  Thank you.  We really appreciate your testimony.  
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