Transcribed Testimony


Wilson Green, Counselor, YKHC
Alaska Rural Justice and Law Enforcement Commission

Bethel
April 6, 2005
QUESTION AND ANSWERS
SCHUTT:
Mr. Green, thank you for your testimony.  I’m interested to know if you have any observations about the way YKHC and the work that you do collaborates or interacts with the court system.  Is there good communication?  Do you have any suggestions for ways that could be improved?  
GREEN:
The way I see it now, its just like what I said the document the young person has to answer to when it comes to the judge, its always in the case – a first time offense.  
And even if I was to question the judge in the Minor Court—the MCA court, the judge would say well it’s the responsibility of the police department—arresting officer to indicate first, second or third offense.  
But the direct information is not being passed on, so I do have good communication and relations with both the court and the police department here too.  So there’s a flaw.  But I do believe that if it’s addressed and looked at, a solution can be drawn out from this process.  

SCHUTT:
Thank you.  Go ahead.

MORRIS:
I just had one question and it was in regard to your statement and if I miss-state, I apologize.  But first time offenders, if they’re picked up—minors consuming alcohol, you’re saying that minors consuming alcohol – the first time offenders are not required to go through juvenile assessment screening?  

GREEN:
That’s the way I understand it.  They’re encouraged to attend, but they’re not required to.

MORRIS:
Not required to.  

GREEN:
Yeah.  Because by the first time offense, if they’re not deemed a habitual, so there’s no real requirement for them to.  But yet all the cases that I’ve gone to, the judge does say—direct a young a person to me and say go see Wilson Green.  He’s with YK Behavioral Health and he’ll be able to direct you and that’s usually how it goes.  Thanks.  
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