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Good morning.  My name is Winifred Kelly Green.  I’m the Outreach Coordinator at the Tundra Women’s Coalition.  Michelle David, our director, wanted to be here.  She’s sorry she’s not here, but she wanted to be here.  Unfortunately she had to go to Juneau for a network meeting.  
Statistics show that Alaska has the highest rate of domestic violence, sexual assault.  The statistics show that our 56 villages here is 3.5 times higher.  While we may not know why, I feel that we need to get to the source of the problem.  

I heard a story one time where a man was fishing and he kept running into these people in the water and he was getting tired of pulling them out, so he decided that he needed to go up the river to find who was throwing these people in the river.  I feel that TWC is there at the end of stream catching people and we’ve been there for twenty plus years and its time for all of us together to get to the source of the problem.  

First of all, I feel that our children need help.  When my daughter was abused when she was a little girl—At the time we were very fortunate to have a lady here in Bethel who on her own did therapy with my daughter.  Now my daughter is a healthy 43 year old with her own family.  Had it not been for the help that she got that time, I believe that she probably would have followed the same road that I went through being in violent relationships.  Alcoholism.  But I really believe that she got help when she needed it.  

The children out here in these violent homes who are being—With sexual abuse, 60% of our victims are children.  So it’s an epidemic here.  Studies show that children who grow up in violent homes are being emotionally scared which will be with them for the rest of their lives.  And we don’t have anything for our children here.  While TWC is there working with the children who are in the shelter, they’re there for two to four weeks.  They need more help than that.

I feel that our children need therapy.  There’s children going to our schools.  Maybe four or five of them in each classroom who are very disruptive to the classroom because of their home situations.  It affects the other children.  It affects the teachers’ effectiveness.  And in turn it affects the childrens’ learning.  

I really feel that we need something for our children.  All of us are affected by domestic violence/sexual assault.  And I feel we need to get to the source of the problem and I feel that we should start with our children.  
And also I think—Melanie mentioned the need for a batterer’s intervention.  While we can try to help women, we need to help everyone involved, not just the women and the children.

So thank you.  Thank you for listening.  

SCHUTT:
Thank you for your testimony.   You said I think we need to get to the source of the problem.  Do you have any idea about how to go about doing that?

GREEN:
Well I mentioned children.  That’s where I would start.  I feel that our children need help and then the batterers’ education with the judicial system.  Just education with service providers.  I’m not saying we need to punish batterers, but we need to have them be held accountable for what they did; what they’re doing.  

Like Melanie said, treatment for alcohol doesn’t help this.  Anger is not the issue here.  Domestic violence is an act of power and control.  It’s not an act of anger.  
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