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The first question, what are the issues?  A problem in your area.  While in accordance to one of the things that we’re concerned about is the drug issue in our communities.  

I think the Task Force and the APD have done an outstanding job in controlling that.  Just the other day, we had a homicide because of drug related -- and these are the kinds of things that we’re very much concerned about.  

And the homicide has been a great concern to us too.  And so we would like to see this problem resolved in some kind of way.  And I know it’s much of a problem all over this world and the United States, but I think we need to put more emphasis on that problem because of our young people.
I’m concerned about the young people falling into a trap.  And how do we prevent that in our schools?  And gangs and getting our young people involved in gangs—keeping them from that environment.  

So I think this is an area of great concern for this community.  

The other thing as a whole, I think—Like I say, our community – this State; this ______ I think the people that work together and I know the Task Force, we get a lot of problems and a lot of those problems are drug related.  But I think that we’re doing a much better job than we have in the past. 

The other thing, I would like to see more jobs for our community; young people as well.  I think that’s a serious area too.  We send our people to schools; get them educated and they have a problem finding a job.  And so I would like to see some kind of program where that young people can be more employed within the community.

I think we’re losing our greater resources because people are going outside trying to find a job.  We educate them and they go outside because there’s no jobs here in Alaska, even in this community.  That’s a serious problem.

What are the issues or problems in our community?  I would think that with the gas pipeline coming up, eventually I hope that would come to pass that jobs would be available for all of our people in the community.

I think this is a great thing.  This is one of the great things that we all are looking for -- towards.  And I would hope that Alaska would be first, not like the gas pipeline or the oil pipeline.  I would like to see some emphasis on Alaskans that they can be first to get these jobs and where we can keep the money in Alaska.  Not people coming to Alaska and – weekend warriors.  They go home and not spending a dime in Alaska.  And so we need to look at that and come up with a serious plan where we can take care of the home front.  

And I don’t think we did an excellent job with the oil pipeline.  And so that’s one of the things that I would like to see in our community.
The other thing I would like to see us work on, we have a lot of homicides that are still unresolved.  I would like to see some thing—I don’t know what we can do to enhance the situation, but I don’t think we ought to have anything in the cold file.  I think there ought to be a rigorous investigation on those cases until they have been resolved.  And this is an area that I think we need to more _____ because if we don’t it’s not going to get any better.  

In one case that comes to mind and that is the college student that--or this case over five or six years—I think seven years.  And I’m simply saying this thing shouldn’t be in a cold file where -- we should have an update on what’s going on.  I think the community needs to be more involved.  And it should be a continuous thing and not this spontaneous effort.  And this is a serious area I think that we have in this community.  

I don’t think any kid should be what I call, in the cold file.  The community ought to be involved at all times.  To be some kind of way where the community can be updated on these past cases and that they’re not in a dead file, I call it.  But someone is working on it.  
I think that would help out the community on these cases.

BURGESS: 
I have a quick question for you, Reverend Greene.  Maybe you could describe for the Commission what the Minority Community Relations Task Force is and why it came into being because I think that it be a useful model for other communities around the State.  Maybe you could take a moment and explain how the Community ___ and what it does.   
GREENE:
I’d be glad to.  The Minority Community Police Relation Task Force came into being in 1981 where Kasel Williams was shot—a young black man was shot—he was a sniper and he was taken out within an hour or so and was not, what I call and the community called, given enough time to negotiate his situation.  
And the community was in an uproar because of the shooting and I think during that same period they had a case in Juneau where it took twelve hours to resolve.  And so the Task Force came into being.  
The Task Force is supposed to be a catalyst between the community and APD Law Enforcement.  And we have done a marvelous job—the Task Force in reconciling differences between law enforcement and the minority community.

We deal with, for instance, if anyone in the community feels that they have been mistreated; not treated fairly by APD, the State Troopers—whichever, they come to the Task Force with their problem.  We work with APD.  We form a committee to look into that and to make sure that equal opportunity is applied across the board to all citizens.  And that’s what the Task Force is all about.
Now I’ve been on the Task Force since 1987.  And we have resolved many problems.  We get—there’s no limit to what we get involved in.  As far as the Task Force, our concern is to make sure that all Alaska citizens are treated equally and fairly and there’s not a miscarriage of justice in the system.  

And the Task Force—we have people in it from all cross sections of the community; minority people and Mr. Burgess himself is on the Task Force.  And we have, I think, about three or four attorneys on that Task Force.  And we work on the behalf of the community.  And as a result we have resolved many, many problems in this community.  And I think the citizens have been well pleased with the outcome of the Task Force.  And I think it’s a good thing.  It’s successful.  
BURGESS:
Thank you.  

GREENE:
You’re welcome.  

BURGESS:
Commissioner Justin.

JUSTIN:
Thank you, Reverend.  I appreciate your testimony.  I have two questions.  The first one is on the Task Force. I was wondering if the Task Force published a newsletter or had some means of communicating to the general public your work and the second question is—I noticed that you spoke to the economic issue which plagues all minorities in Alaska, particularly in remote villages.  And you spoke in terms of keeping our kids at home and I appreciate that.  
The second question would be do you also regard educational activities as just important in securing economic independence?
GREENE:
Yes.   By all means, education is _____.  I think that we ought to have an education process in being to qualify our people for the various jobs that come up.  Not only that, I think we need to put a lot of emphasis on our children in school to make sure that they’re given the proper education to do the job and to be qualified for the job.  
I agree with President Bush’s program “No Child Left Behind” and I think that’s an emphasis that we cannot over emphasize and so in my opinion one of the greatest opportunities that we have to educate our children.

The other thing, on the newsletter from the Task Force we have not, even though we have access to a recorder who occasionally comes to our Task Force meetings and he or she is supposed to spread the news to the community.  
But the newsletter sounds like a good idea that we need to work on to make sure that we can disseminate the information that we have in the community and the problems we have in the community and what’s being done to rectify those problems.  

JUSTIN:
Thank you.

GREENE:
You’re welcome.

BURGESS:
Any other questions by Commissioners?  Reverend Greene, I want to thank you very much for taking the time to come and be with us to testify before us today.
GREENE:
Thank you.  It has been a pleasure.

BURGESS:
And if you have anything that you can think of down the road that you want to let us know, we are also taking written testimony and suggestions as well.  

GREENE:
Okay.  Very good.  Thank you.  And I appreciate the work that’s being consecrated here that you all are doing.  God knows our community needs it.  

BURGESS:
Thank you.
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