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My name is Darlene Hadley.  I’m from Buckland.  Our population is about 420, which about 195 are school kids.  So half our population is are school children.
I work for the City of Buckland and I work pretty close with the leaders of our community.  

We have had no VPSO for the past probably seven years.  We called Maniilaq.  We have had people that were interested in the position to be a VPSO, but when we called Maniilaq Association they said there was no funding.  

We, this past year, finally raised taxes from two percent to six percent to fund our village public officers at a real low salary and I thought that this health and safety program was provided for the whole State.  And we’re not being provided with public and health safety in our community.
I would like to see this program out to our villages where we could use this service for our people.

We’re one of the fortunate villages that do not have too much hard crime.  We’re lucky that we’re a family orientated community with lots of children.  But we do have high prices of food; high price of fuel and to put more responsibility on the community to pay for public safety and health for our community is kind of hard for people who are raising a lot of kids in our community.

So we would like to see more of this funding extended out to our rural villages and also I understand that the base for the services is now in Kodiak.  There’s no communication between the State funded program and our City counsel and our IRA counsel in our village, so we don’t have no contact numbers to call to see when could get funded.  

That’s just what I would like to express our concerns about in our village; that we do not have these services provided by the State.  

We had a COPs Grant in the late 90’s funded by the Federal government that we applied for, but that—we took over that program and now we have a part time VPO officer in our village.  

And I want to thank you for this opportunity to voice our concerns.

JUSTIN:
Thank you, Darlene.  Questions from the Commissioners?  Questions Governor?  AG?  

I have two questions for you.  Yes, Commissioner Bullard.

BULLARD:
I didn’t so much have a question, but a comment. 
Just because I’m on the AFN Human Resources Committee and we’ve been talking about the VPSO issue where the last year—Well extensively—The Department of Public Safety has received a lot of money courtesy of Senator Stevens’ Office.  
Senator Stevens had placed two million dollars in the 04 Approp’s bill; an additional two million dollars in the 05 Approp’s bill and then I think there’s some additional money in the IHS budget to help subsidy the VPSO program.  
And I know that—My sense of it was that the Department was trying to solicit recommendations and ideas certainly from the VPSO coordinators around the State on how that money could be most effectively spent in terms of increasing the number of officers in the field, increasing their pay was certainly the recommendations coming from the Human Resources Committee.  
But we had a meeting with the Commissioner, I would say probably about three weeks ago, and we had requested that they ask us in writing – Because they were trying to do things verbally.  Asking us to provide input on how that money should be spent and we suggested to them that they put that request in writing to us because we felt that with only six VPSO contracts around the State and many of our villages and many of our Regions do not have VPSO coordinators to interact in a verbal way means that pretty much every community without a VPSO is not able to provide input for their recommendations on how that equipment money should be spent and they’re not able to funnel recommendations in a formal way in terms of what communities need additional VPSO’s.  And so we requested that that be placed.
So there is a lot of additional federal money that Senator Stevens has made available for the VPSO program.  It just hasn’t hit the ground yet.  

And we certainly are trying to make that happen.  It hasn’t happened yet.

HADLEY:
We do have Troopers that are based here in Kotzebue that come in.  But when there’s a crime in our village it takes them probably two weeks to a month to come in and investigate.  And our VPO’s are not formally trained.  

We do have people that are interested in the training and applying for this position but there’s just no funding.  
In 2003 there was a young man that committed suicide and the Troopers didn’t come in until the next day and they had to leave this deceased person in that house for over twenty-four hours and it was in the summer time and that’s not really a good thing to see a person to be there and deceased in the same place for that long of a period.  And I’m sure that in other places like the Kotzebue or Anchorage, they’re probably taken care of right away.  

I see that is not—That’s not good for our community for things like that.  It’s just—We just see that we’re not being provided with the services that the rest of the State has.  

I believe we sacrificed our land, our culture, our heritage enough to be provided with at least health and safety funding in our community.  

JUSTIN:
Thank you.  You’ve answered one of the questions I was going to ask about – response time for your community by the law enforcement agency. 

The other question I had was did Buckland ever take a vote to go dry?  Or?
HADLEY:
Buckland has been a dry community for probably the past ten years.

JUSTIN:
Ten years.  Has the initiative come up again?  

HADLEY:
Yeah.  Probably about five years ago, but it was voted down.  
A lot of our Elders are almost all gone.  We had a handful of them.  But we have large families in our community.  That’s why half our population is children.  And it’s a healthy community, but we would like to see more or see services for public, health and safety.  Even if we don’t have VPSO, at least have assistance in training our VPO for emergencies, first responders, taking care of these things that the Troopers can’t come in and take care of right away so that we won’t be put in a position to see these things not being taken care of.

JUSTIN:
Thank you.  Any other comments or questions?  Virginia, we appreciate your time and your testimony.  Or I’m sorry, Darlene.  
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