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I’m usually pretty loud partly because I’m hard of hearing and partly, my grandmother was one of the first people I took care of and she was very hard of hearing.  And partly I have seven brothers, so I’m trained to speak very loudly.  
First of all, I’m Joan Hamilton and I’m here as a citizen.  I’m a Museum Director for money.  I work.  I’m a grandmother.  I’m a mother.  And the two gentlemen ahead of me, what they mentioned about the effects of alcoholism – we have had it in our family or are having it in our family.  So the—And then I was delighted to hear—I hear people say, well why don’t the villages take ownership.  And we heard from the two gentlemen that we want to take ownership and we want to have the opportunity to have ownership.  I’m sorry I didn’t write my comments.  I was hoping to fill in from people who were previously testifying.  

I’m a civil libertarian from way back, probably because my brothers didn’t afford me that privilege.  Instead I’ve been a strong advocate.  

I was at a meeting in the Lower Yukon and one of the villagers got up and said the worst thing that had ever happened to our villages is the United States Constitution and my immediate response was totally offended and ____ so.  But I’m further taught, I realized that the Constitution is based on an infrastructure that we don’t have in rural Alaska.  There are—If you’re fortunate, you’ll get a State Trooper in a day.  If you’re fortunate, your village has a VPSO.  And if you’re fortunate, you will have an immediate—you’ll have a timely trial.  

And those are very rare gems in our Region and that’s totally contrary to what our culture says.  Our culture advice is that when there is a problem; when there’s a concern, you need to take immediate corrective action.  And under our unified system that is not possible.  That is impossible.  And you hear about our main problem is because of alcoholism.  Alcohol dependency.  

I think we ourselves need to look at how we’re functioning to see how we are contributing to alcoholism.  Alcoholism is a dependency.  What you’re asking for in a unified system is that you have one big metropolis like in Bethel and they distribute justice or knowledge or information to rural areas – to rural villages.  That is the epitome of dependency.  So by that system, you are teaching dependency, not trying to get away from it.  
And in villages if you take care of an issue in the villages it is very difficult, even myself at the age of sixty-two, it’s impossible for me to lie to my fellow villagers, especially somebody older.  So when you take care of an issue in the villages as in tribal courts, all the other villagers know who you are.  They know your weaknesses, they know your strengths – both in yourself, in your family and extended family and in the villages.  And this is kind of valuable information.  It cannot be replaced.  It cannot even come near a unified system.  And that works.  
I think there have been programs – I was in the alcohol and drug abuse field for thirty-five years and just in my last six years, I’ve been in the museum business.  But has worked in the past is like Emmonak, there is a tribal court and in Hopper Bay, Scammon Bay and Chevak there was a chemical and misuse treatment and recover treatment services that had two counselors – a man and a woman in each village and that seems to have worked.  However, that was totally contrary to the medical system where we want to—HMO system where you want to get them out as fast as possible.  That doesn’t work in our village.
Our police protection is separate and unequal and getting very much more unequal.  The area of the training and governance is not even close to what the State Troopers have.  So you have a Native system and you have a non-Native system and it’s in written in the State.  

In our villages, harmony was critical to our survival.  That’s why we managed to survive for about ten thousand years without any outside help.  Because our own people responded immediately to issues and they maintained harmony.  There were complaints.  But then so are there complaints on the State system.  

If you noticed that in the villages when they talk about issues, they’re inclusive.  They include everybody who wants to come in.  If you look at their committee in this area, they’re all men.  And even though I respect all the people that are in there—there are issues of concerns to us women that cannot be voiced by the men.  

Travel options are expensive and I’m truly grateful that you took the time to travel out here.  But in order to reach more villages, we have public radio here in town,  KYUK.  And we have talk show opportunities and I know they’ll be more than happy to allow you time so that you can get more testimony from the villagers themselves.
Thank you very much.  
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