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BURGESS:
Thank you very much.  Any questions?  Commissioner Justin.

JUSTIN:
Thank you Mr. Chairman.  I appreciate your testimony, Officer.  I have two questions.  The first one, you mentioned that normally you VPSO’s are adapt to your community and more or less over ___.
Do the State Troopers contact you weekly, monthly?  How often would you say you get contacted?

HARRELSON:
It probably varies by community.  And I’ve got the experience of each individual officer.  Since I’ve been around for 15 years, I’ve handled a lot of cases by myself.  

For new VPSO’s that are first hired and they go back to their village, often times they’re on their own unless they have a felony crime or the Troopers happen to come down to handle a case.  A lot of times they’re on their own for a good portion of the time.  

We used to have a program twenty years ago where the Troopers were required to at least to come to the village once a month; spend the night in the village and provide further training to each VPSO.  They no longer have that now.  That was done away with probably fifteen years ago.  

JUSTIN:
That was what I was trying to get to.  I knew at one time early on in the program there was a State policy that mandated contact and like maybe you’re seeing now there’s no mandate and no contact unless there’s a case.  

HARRELSON:
It’s hard.  And I think each Trooper when they do come to the village—Every Trooper I’ve met is always willing to provide training and help VPSO’s out as much as they can.  But we’re short handed on Troopers.  I know there’s a lack of Troopers.  They’re spread thin.  

Sometimes I’m lucky if I see a Trooper in White Mountain maybe once or twice a year.  Other villages that have maybe more criminal activity or felony activity, they see a Trooper more often.  

JUSTIN:
Thank you.  The second question is in your fifteen years, you’ve seen a lot of accidents and a lot of death.  Would you say that the majority or a high percentage of these accidental deaths are directly related to alcohol?

HARRELSON:
Most of the accidental deaths that I’ve seen are directly related to alcohol.  My village is a damp community and it’s legal for me to bring a case of beer back home.  As a result, I’ll see people from other communities further down the coast from me, come in to my community to maybe drink or to buy a bottle.  So we’ve—Several people have died on the trails between our villages.  

Most of the suicides that I have had, have been alcohol related.  

In regards to drug use – a lot of drug trafficking; trafficking goes on between the villages.  

JUSTIN:
Thank you.  And so it’s safe to say that these very high percentages of what you see are directly linked to alcohol and drug use?

HARRELSON:
I would estimate at least 90% of the crimes and the domestic violence that I responded to are in one way or another are because of alcohol or drugs.

JUSTIN:
Thank you.  That’s a very ______ to know.

BURGESS:
Commissioner Bullard.

BULLARD:
One more question.  You mentioned the sexual assault taking place and basically it being four months before the individual was arrested and taken out of the community.  And that’s a sexual assault situation.  

I’m just wondering about the response time for crimes -- other crimes.  I mean I’ve heard it said for example during a Board meeting that when a property crime is reported in the villages that it can be forever before those kinds of situations are looked into and I’m just wondering what your experience has been.

HARRELSON:
On a felony crime or sexual assault crimes, I think the Troopers try to respond as fast as they can.  In this case when I did say it was a four month wait, we were able to remove the victim from our village and put her over here in Nome.  So we knew there would be no further problem.  

But property crimes, they’re low on the totem pole as far as priority.  

Sexual assault, sexual abuse, I think they do get the quickest attention that they can provide but because of logistics and again because of staffing, sometimes its weeks before a Trooper can respond.

BURGESS:
Any further questions?  Well thank you very much.

HARRELSON:
Thank you.
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