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To begin, I’d just like to thank you for this opportunity to present the position of my community.  I serve as a Tribal Council member within our little federal town site.  And I have a good past with this justice system, I was a tribal police officer and had graduated from the Sitka Public Safety Academy, plus I had an opportunity to be a business manager for our tribal government.  And at this point I serve as the Regional School Board Chairman for our communities, which consists of Akiak, Akiakchak and Tuluaksak.  
Like what I have before you is my understanding that the State and the Tribal systems of governments has what we call a Fair Faith and Credit regarding laws and ordinances where the State does recognize that there are ordinances within each community whether it be municipal or a tribal governing system.  

Having said that, peace and prosperity are critical in any strong economy in which our villages lack.  We need necessary infrastructure to build our economy, but you need peace and prosperity there with a good strong foothold.  

The tribal courts from my understanding and from what I have perceived have been affected with what little funding had been received.  They’ve really in terms of crime prevention have had a positive and dramatic effect.  Not only that, it really empowered local people to take the community and truly say that yes, this is our community; that ownership is there.  Tribal courts allow for that.  The Elders are empowered to speak to the younger generations when something not so good for peace and prosperity occurs.  

Within history, I do remember a time when the Department of Justice had Cops funding programs for communities like Akiakchak.  Those funding sources really helped in terms of personnel.  It takes a human person -- an individual, to make these differences and to prevent crime, not words.  With DOJ funding under the Universal Hiring program and the Tribal Resources Grant program, those really helped the community during a down time in our industry, which was commercial fishing and the only primary source of income which most of our local law enforcement personnel have our sales taxes in gaming, but those are drying up.  

Now the DOJ is saying that well here’s another funding source that’s going away, which really in terms helped each community that had received it.  

I feel that local funds no matter how you put it will not extend far enough to protect the peace and prosperity in there unless you can bring back those DOJ funds to help these communities.  

I do applaud, give respect and honor the VPSO’s, the Tribal Police Officers, the Village Police Officers and then the Alaska State Troopers.  Not all villages in these 56 villages have a municipal form of government.  Some prefer to go tribal.  There’s an understanding there….
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…but again, program funding is crucial.  I’ve seen the 638 funds go down.  And what are they again?  Self-Determination Act funds.  
Our villages are starting to become more and more hard hit.  

I’ve been an officer and I know the effects of alcohol.  I’ve seen what it does firsthand.  If you look at the law enforcement tier system the local cops, if there are any, along with the VPSO’s are the first responders.  Sometimes when the VPSO is not there, you have the local law enforcement officers, if there are any, or tribal police officers who are actually going to do that dangerous work.

Most of the time these local law enforcement officers—these tribal police officers defuse, DEFUSE some serious crimes from happening.  From what I see, very little—very little recognition from what I see in the media; from what I hear from you; from what I hear from the Governor.  Why aren’t they receiving recognition when they do a lot of dirty work themselves?  
The VPSO program only has twenty officers.  But again, with what little money the communities have, they try to at least have local law enforcement.  

I remember a time when Akiakchak had DOJ funding.  The community was quiet.  I loved it.  At 11:30 all the vehicles would stop.  There was a curfew.  Police officers did their jobs.  The ordinances were enforced.  State laws were pushed.  And everyone respected the community again.  But when funding sources dwindled, there goes law enforcement.  And you have one VPSO for a community of about six hundred and fifty people, that’s not an easy thing to do especially if you’re close to Bethel which is damp and you have a community that has banned importation, sale and possession of alcohol.  

And in my final closing, I want to make this clear.  I want everybody to understand this.  I had my opportunity to arrest an individual who brought alcohol into our community – and not just one or two bottles, but a lot.  I caught the person red-handed.  I took care of the paperwork; handed everything in.  Sent them to the Troopers.  And in turn to the DA’s office.  And the sad matter of reality was, unless you have a receipt from this individual that they had actually made that purchase, that importation charge was going to be dropped.  Wow.  What?  Did you find the receipt on this individual?  No.  Did he furnish a receipt to you?  No.  There lies the dilemma with importation.  We do catch them when they do arrive.  But their charges don’t stick.  
I just wanted to thank you for your time and the opportunity to present our case.  And again, thank you.  If you have any questions….

SCHUTT:
Yes.  During that last ___________ what year was that?  And where was the importation to?
HENRY:
Akiakchak.  And I believe this was about three years ago.  Yes.  Three years ago.  And that is when I had worked with the VPSO.  
I think in closing, I just wanted to give my appreciation and honor to the VPSO program, to the local law enforcement officers out there and especially tribal police officers because sometimes they can over jump boundaries to make sure that peace and prosperity is enforced.  I give my hat off to them as well.  If there aren’t any more—I’m sorry.

MORRIS:
I just had one comment.  In Anchorage and I know I have brochures that have information up there, but specifically for you, we’re going to be holding a 2005 Alaska Gathering for Tribal Leaders in Anchorage on the 11th, 12th and 13th and the individuals -- the Director for the Office of Justice programs, specifically for tribal court ______ they specifically want to hear from tribal leaders.  
In addition to that, we have the Director that heads up the Alaska program for the Tribal Cop program.  There is scholarships that are also available.  I know that ________ ___________________ available people that want to be able participate in that listening summit.  We’re going to have those people there to listen ___________ but _______________ encourage people ___________.  ____________.  
HENRY:
Thank you.

SCHUTT:
Thank you.  
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