Transcribed Testimony


Jonathan Henzie, Allakaket  
Alaska Rural Justice and Law Enforcement Commission

Fairbanks
March 16, 2005
First of all I would like to talk about safe houses; safe places to go in the villages.  A lot of stuff happens in the villages such as drugs and smoking and domestic violence.  
A lot of people been drinking along the Koyakuk River in these past four years and they have no where to go and last year we had a carnival.  That’s dog racing and a lot of people were drinking.  A lot of parents were drinking and the school took in the kids and created a safe house for them.  They provided food and that came out of our money.  It was a lot of money.  
And we want something like a safe house in the villages for places for the kids to go because a lot of kids has no place to go.  It doesn’t need to be open at all times, but then whenever there’s drinking or domestic violence going on in the villages, that would be a good thing to have for the kids to go there.  

Do you guys have any questions?  

JUSTIN:
I don’t have a question.  I have a comment.  You share the distinction of being one of three youth to address us, and I want to give you a special thanks for coming and sharing with us.

HENZIE:
Thank you.   
Earlier my speech when I got up there and talked, I was talking about smoking.  In Allakaket and along the Koyakuk River, a lot of people been trying to stop smoking and drugs for a long time, but then as I grew older I found out that the same people that are trying to stop the drugs are the ones doing it.  
And we take after them and we stand up to them.  They’re leaders and role models.  So a lot of teens smoke and drink along the Koyakuk River.  I was one of those teens for a year.  I found out that I had high blood pressure two months after that.  So that kind of gave me some courage to come up and speak because I don’t want that to happen to any of my friends.  I’m kind of sensitive.  So that kind of gave me a lot of courage to come up.  

Do you guys want me to talk about anything special?  

BULLARD:
I had a question.  You said that it was during the carnival in Allakaket where folks were drinking and basically not taking care of their kids?  
Did the tribal council or the city or anybody think to address that problem in a proactive way for the future?
HENZIE:
No.  

BULLARD:
That’s just kind of—It happened and the school stepped in and took care of the kids?

HENZIE:
Yeah.  The teachers didn’t really stay there.  There was a chaperone.  Well there’s a chaperone that stayed in the school, but then he fell asleep and he put me in charge and I took over the kids.  We all stayed in the classroom.  We stayed up ‘til one and then we put them to sleep.  A lot of them went to the dog races after that.  And it just—They started drinking around six o’clock.  We had a whole bunch of problems during the banquet because people were coming in drunk; hollering away.  So that affected a lot of people.  

BULLARD:
Do you have a VPSO in Allakaket?  

HENZIE:
We did last year, but then he moved to work up north.  He was a good VPSO.  Probably the best VPSO in town was Harold David.  He really—right after he quit, I think that’s when a lot of the violence started.  I think they’re working on getting another VPSO for the village.  
A lot of people don’t like VPSO because they have to report it and like if someone kills a moose when its not moose season, the VPSO will find out and he’ll have to report it.  And that’s what Homer did, he reported it because it’s his job.  And he was good at it.  A lot of people got mad at him and I don’t know if that’s why he quit to work up north.  But then it’s really sad to not have a VPSO in town.  

BLATCHFORD:
Thank you, Jonathan.  Thank you very much.  Very good remarks. 

END OF STATEMENT

