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Along with the others, I’d like to also thank the Commission for taking my testimony. 
As it is in the Native community around Alaska, you wear many hats.  Some people don’t even bother getting different hats; they just turn the bill around.  And that might be the case now. 

I am the newly elected President of the Alaska Native Brotherhood, Sitka Camp Number One.  I have served as past president for previous terms although that was the millennium.  Also served as the first vice president of Grand Camp and second vice president of Grand Camp Two.  Although those were in the last millennium as well.  I also served as an officer for the Ketchikan ANB Camp Number 14 for a number of years.  

And there was a comment that was made about the principals, and that was each person would be protected, be safe.  And I guess, there is a history that needs to go along with that from the Alaska Native Brotherhood Grand Camp, or at least the local camp’s perspective.  I don’t think I’d be too far off base to include all of the other camps as well as Grand Camp because the ANB Grand Camp commissioned my father John Hoke to develop and adopt a formal history of the ANB.  

And there was some comment earlier by STA on the concern with the State of Alaska.  Actually there was comment I think by you, Mr. Chairman, about a presentation to the State Legislature as well.  And that being said, I think some of the history of the ANB and I’ll just go through some bullet points and not take a whole lot of time talking about the history.  

But a lot of the history is well known within the Native community, and some of the non-Native community might be familiar with one or two of some of those histories.  
But the Alaska Native Brotherhood was actually founded in Juneau, because I believe in the territorial days you had to go to Juneau to get the formal charter and get recognized. 

But obviously the nucleus of the organization was founded out of here, Sitka.  That’s the ANB Sitka Camp Number One.  

And it was founded by a lot of people who were trained at Sheldon Jackson and, in those days, Sheldon Jackson was a training school for Alaska Natives.  And they learned things like boat building, as my grandfather did.

They learned things like cooking and proper etiquettes in the western way.  They also learned the Roberts Rules of Order and that ended up being a real key thing for those who attended SJ to learn who founded the Alaska Native Brotherhood.  Because not only is it founded and based on the Christian principles, but it also follows very closely Roberts Rules of Order and parliamentary procedure, of which is one of the reasons why Tlingits are so well known to be parliamentarians around the State.  Least ways, in the Native community.

And it was founded and established mainly to address some issues that were really important.  In those days when the United States purchased Alaska, Alaska Natives were then considered aliens.  Interesting for first peoples to be considered aliens.  

They didn’t have the right to vote, didn’t have the right own land, and there was a long list.  

The word racism comes to mind.  Alaska Native Brotherhood was founded to address those serious issues and later on the Alaska Native Sisterhood was founded formally in the 1920’s.  But they existed prior to then informally.  

So the issues that they addressed and were successful in getting changed was just those things.  
In the 1920’s Alaska Natives were afforded the right to vote, afforded the opportunity to own land, and were, through a court case, afforded the ability to have a formal education.  

And also in the 1930’s—In 1934 Congress passed the Indian Reorganization Act because of the Alaska Native Brotherhood.  And keep in mind, in those days there was no organization Alaska Native that existed in any formal way, shape or form.

So it was the only game in town in terms of Alaska Natives.  And because of that Act in Congress, it caused a lot of discussion within the ANB Grand Camp.  So because of the dialogue that took place and because of the IRA Act, the Alaska Native Brotherhood had decided under contentious discussion not to go through the formal Indian Reservation system, but to lobby Congress to include Alaska under the IRA.  
So ANB went and sent representation to Congress.  

In 1936 the IRA was amended to include Alaska.  

The Sitka Tribe of Alaska exists because of the Indian Reorganization Act and was formally adopted as a constitution and membership; now we call citizenship, in the late 1930’s.

Other tribal governments did the same thing around the State.  And you’ll look at the template of the constitution that existed then and a lot of them look real similar.  For example they have to go to the superintendent of the Bureau of Indian Affairs school to get authorization to do things; that kind of thing. 

You might be familiar with Elizabeth Peratrovich.  She was a messenger; albeit a very skilled messenger.  But in 1945, actually prior to that, there was some real concern about racism in Alaska.  And there had been a lot of discussion; there had been a lot of effort.  But it cumulated in the mid-1940’s. 

And the territorial legislature at that time, only on the Senate side opposed the Equal Rights Bill that was being presented.  The House had adopted it.  But because at that time people who were sitting in the gallery could be recognized for comment on legislation.  Elizabeth Peratrovich then was the Alaska Native Sisterhood Grand Camp President.  Her husband Roy Peratrovich was the Alaska Native Brotherhood Grand Camp President at the time.  

He also was elected to the House of Representatives the same time my grandfather was out of Sitka.  He was out of Prince Wales Island in the House.  The House had already passed the equal rights, the Senate didn’t.

Because of her ability to speak and think on her feet and respond to tough questions, I think was pivotal in the vote on the Senate to adopt the Equal Rights Bill.

And that was way before Congress decided to do something about that twenty years later.  

So I guess those kinds of things we look at in terms of the history of the Alaska Native Brotherhood and the kinds of advocacy that was important.

So now we look at 2004 and we see some of the contention in the history between the State and Alaska Native people still exists.  

We look at subsistence.  How many times has the legislature been called to act on special sessions just on subsistence?  How many times has it failed?  

Not because of a majority.  The majority of legislators support it.  But because of the rules, they’re not able to address it.  A big issue.  It continues today.

We look at rural justice.  We look at funding.  We look at Village Police Safety Officers and the funding that was cut there and the contention.  And here it is the Village Police Safety Officers provide a front line ability in the villages in the rural communities to address domestic violence; alcohol and drug abuse.  There’s a list that goes on and on.

And then we look at things like maintenance.  We look at things – the State Court that the State lost in terms of funding education; the maintenance of schools. 
And we look at the funding formula for education.  The rural communities lose every time.  Every time.  And so then the legislature; the majority of them, wonder why there is this confrontation; this attitude from the Native community.  Where does it come from?  

Well to us it’s not a mystery. We didn’t draw the line in the sand and I speak as an Alaska Native Brotherhood President who had gone to Juneau for a lot of the special sessions on subsistence -- who tried to do the right thing with the Alaska Federation of Natives to get things addressed and in proper perspective regarding the amendment to the Constitution to address it.  Any number of other issues.  

And now we’re looking at this Rural Justice Commission and the comments that you take forward to us and I appreciate your being messengers because without something in terms of an assessment tool, such as yourselves, I don’t know how many places we have an opportunity to vent or to get a message or to systemically get things changed in a place that we feel included; in a place that we feel that we have a place at the table to make things whole.  Because at this point, it doesn’t seem like there’s too many things that are whole.

The Alaska Native Brotherhood Sitka Camp Number One supports the Sitka Tribe of Alaska in their efforts; all of what was presented today.  And also things that are not presented today that are important.  
Things that might not be said because of time constraints or whatever; for example, the Sitka Tribe of Alaska in some of their effort regarding domestic violence is recognized in other communities that are rural.  For example, Angoon just had a domestic violence murder case this last summer.  The case is being heard here.  The pre-sentencing is held today, as a matter of fact.  

And because of STA, their social services department and tribal council and our domestic violence code, with our law department, there was a reaching out.  There was a request, actually.  And there was a reaching out from our social services department to go to Angoon; to physically go to Angoon.  The Sitkans Against Family Violence also has a support staff that goes there regularly on a scheduled basis.  They sent someone out over as well to help with the grieving; to help with the very serious issues as you as might imagine.  The Star George Case.  

And I’d like to personally recognize Ms. Brady and her effort; who personally went over to Angoon to help with the family because she’s very familiar with some of the family and has clan relations in that area and a very close personal friends that were affected by this. 

And because of STA’s effort, there are other communities that we do some networking in that are critically important.  

So I’d like to just as an ANB President recognize that effort from the Sitka Tribe of Alaska and appreciation to also the Sitka Police Department and their cooperation and collaboration with STA.  

We support the rescinding of Riders in place in Congress that currently harm tribal governments, such as HR 2673 section 112.  We also oppose the cut in funding levels of the Village Police Safety Officers.  We think that that’s not good in any way shape or form.  
We oppose the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act corporations going to be listed as federally recognized tribes.  

We oppose any effort to regionalize tribal governments or what had been described as an effort by our senior Senator in Washington, D.C.

I would like to say that we also are very wary and concerned about his comment at the Alaska Federation of Natives saying that he is going to withdraw his effort to regionalize tribes because he thinks that it’s already happening.  It seems like there’s a conflict in one sentence there. He opposes it because it’s already happening. 

So we’re wary of the dual message there.  And we’re concerned especially about the part that he sees that it’s already happening.  It would be bad if regionalization happens.

We see that tribal governments fit the bill on republican theory, rubber meets the road.  That government is best done when it is done locally.  
If we regionalize, it goes totally against the republican theory and we just don’t understand that and how can they rationalize their own philosophies against Alaska Natives and American Indians.

We support that each citizen should be afforded equal safety and we’re concerned that the State of Alaska does not provide that.  Again, this might—I’m not sure where this will fit.  Hopefully both in Congress as well as the State Legislature.  
While that is one of your principals, it doesn’t seem like it fits what the State of Alaska has done in terms of funding and in terms of practical use of safety.  For example, if we look at the State Police.  Where are they concentrated?  I would bet that the amount of State Police that are in Anchorage far outweighs the amount that is in anyplace in rural Alaska.  

I would encourage just getting any numbers that are public that would reflect that.  But because I don’t have that number, I didn’t do any research.  

BURGESS:
Commissioner Tandeske is also a member of the Commission and obviously he would have those numbers off the top of his head.  But I do recall that he has recently mentioned that there has been some--____ doing some shift and maybe some changes in house _____ employed.  But he’s in a better position to answer that.  I can certainly make sure that we get that concern to you.  

HOKE:
Just to show that ANB is a little astute, we recognize too that the crude oil prices has gone up.  The amount of money that’s been in the State coffers is improved.  

Keeping in mind also that the amount of cutting that has gone on for the past number of years in the State budget and the need for things like the retirement investments for teachers, etc. is listed on the priority for the legislature.  Still safety being one of the principals of each citizen, it seems like for some reason or another the rural Alaskans, i.e. Alaska Natives lose out every time. 

So with that, we’d like to encourage the Commission to do what you are doing because listening, I think at least from the ANB’s perspective, is a really good start.  Without listening, we’re not going to be able to go too much further. 

Thank you very much.

BURGESS:
Thank you very much.  

END OF STATEMENT

