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My name’s Chris Howard.  I’m glad to be here and say something.  A little background of myself, I’ve been in the Pelican Fire Department for about twenty years.  A volunteer only.

I’ve been a medic for thirteen years; carried the rescue radio 911 call-out twenty-four hours a day a month at a time.  

I also happen to be a victim of arson which is a horrible crime.  Arson does not care of your color, your race, your age, anything.  It just takes.  

Now I have a complaint about the investigation and how the investigation has been dealt with by the Alaska State Troopers.  I’ve had evidence, video evidence, and as a fireman I know more than likely you’re going to catch the arsonist at the fire – at the fire scene especially in a small community.  

Now I was called out to put out my own building, for one.  Now being the only one that knew how to operate the fire engine and the hydrant system, of course, I went and got everything rolling and everything going.  And then I also got a video camera and I videotaped the fire scene and the people there and the evidence of foot tracks going in and out the building.  

I also that evening contacted the State Troopers, the Fire Marshals Office and the local Juneau Fire Department.  
Now at this time there was also a murder investigation going on in Tenakee.  And due to that, the Jerry Gentile—the State Fire Marshal showed up.  He—Actually.  Oh, I’m excuse that.  That was a different incident.  Sorry.

This fire happened in September.  So it was long after that.  
Anyway Jerry Gentile showed up and did an investigation.  He took his investigation and handed it over to the State Troopers.  Now the video I took, I surrendered to the State Troopers to try and help with this arson investigation.  I was later given that tape back from the investigating Trooper saying, oh there’s nothing on it.  

I reviewed that tape before I gave it to him with two other federally certified firemen.  There was something there.  

Now after the fire, I was assaulted.  Of course, something like this happens when people involved don’t want to get caught.  They want to start doing things that will either put the investigation off to one side or to run you away or make their problem go away – which would be the victim.  

The victim is who’s going to accuse them or whatever.  

So I was assaulted.  There happened to be an eighteen year old kid who witnessed it.  I had no idea he witnessed it.  Now I contacted the Troopers about the assault and the same Trooper who was doing the investigation on the arson shows up, interviews me and interviews the guy who did the assault and interviews the eighteen year old high school kid.  It’s a cut and dried case of assault.  I never hear anything about it.  Months later I contact the Trooper again.  Oh gee, I’m sorry, I apologize I forgot to do the paperwork.  

Okay.  So months later, I contact the Sitka district attorney.  Whatever happened?  Oh I never got it.  So now I’m a victim of arson, now I’m a victim of assault and the assault’s cut and dried.  The arson’s a little harder to prove.  

But overall there was an eyewitness to the arson and she didn’t tell me what happened.  Now he was interviewed by the Troopers.  But when he was interviewed by the Troopers, he was interviewed in front of two other people.  To me that’s sloppy investigation work.  If you really want to get down to the truth, you don’t interview somebody in front of other people who may know something or may be involved.  

Now later on, this last summer there was another building that burned and ______ for it.  Now I have no idea what happened there or anything, but I do know there was a little bit of talk about it.  Nothing to indicate arson or accident or anything, but it was more or less, oh gee which boat house is next type of attitude.  

Now the real problem we have here is that hey, you know what, nobody got hurt.  I rolled the engine; we kept the town from burning down.  Yes, they’re very sorry they did it.  You know they are.  I could forgive them.  Sure.  My building was uninsured.  I lost a large of amount of money and personal business that’s just tough.  It’s really hard.  

But the real problem we have is now we have individuals that have been allowed to—because of the sloppiness of the investigation get away with arson.  And what are they going to do next?  It’s like they were rewarded.  I don’t even think they were interviewed, to be honest with you.  

And the Maggie B. murder investigation ___ parallel to that was the quality of the investigation on that murder case too.  I related a parallel of the sloppiness of it.  And that’s how that came up.  

BURGESS:
Thank you.

HOWARD:
Yeah.  

BURGESS:
Any questions?  

HOWARD:
Thanks 

END OF STATEMENT

