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Thank you.  My name is Dorothy Hughes.  I am 19 years old and I’m from Teller, Alaska.  
I grew up there until High School and then I attended Mt. Edgecombe High School for three and a half years and finished school a semester early.  Came into Nome and worked until ___ was back.  I attended Oregon Institute of Technology for one year and then I decided to take the year off and stay home since I haven’t been home for five years.  

While I was growing up—Oh.  Let me finish my-– First of all _______________ in September I was __ on the Norton Sound Board while I was remaining _____.  

In October I decided to sign up for the Teller Traditional Council, really not knowing that I would get on it because I’m so young.  There were five other people that ran for that position and everybody voted for me, except for one.  

I help manage my dad’s company – two of them _________ Alaska.  

While I was growing up, we didn’t really have problems or major crimes.  Committed crimes would possibly be the next Halloween where ___ houses would get like _____ or something.  That was about it. 

While being home ________ create wellness in the villages and through out the Region.  We have no VPSO.  

When I was growing up we had a VPSO.  There weren’t that many problems.  It’s really bad.  I don’t want to get emotional.  

But to see young kids drinking – 12 years old.  That wasn’t going on five years ago.  And the problems __ we did have a high rate of small crimes where no action is being taken on them.

Some children were angry with a teacher and the children beat a dog.  What if that was a human being?  These small crimes are getting so large that – crimes are becoming – nothing’s being done with these small crimes.  And have a rate--we have a high rate of – We’re a damp community so we have a high rate of teens drinking and nothing’s being done about it.  

I’d like to agree with Yari (phonetic) about the parents ___ and child neglect.   A lot of parents don’t – I’m very fortunate to have very loving parents.  __________ only kids in the community when I was growing up to have a curfew.  And the kids growing up now – to imagine those kids that are creating those crimes are their role models, which is causing the major turn of effects for not even being able to move or to create wellness.

Gambling is a major problem in my community as well.  Parents don’t spend the extra time with their children.  They don’t really spend money on food.  They can’t afford the types of meals that they could if they weren’t at bingo.  Its not only they’re neglecting their children, they’re not eating healthy.  

I was sitting in the Traditional office one day and I had a – one of my friends came in.  She has like five kids and she nearly divorced her husband.  She was talking to me and her oldest son was drinking ____ home.  And her youngest daughter – she was drinking because she made a promise to her youngest daughter that she wouldn’t drink anymore and her daughter walked in and she was so upset because the house smelled like alcohol.  But she said she was going to kill herself.  
She shared that story with me and I asked her, do you tell her that you love her?  And she said, no.  And if my mom didn’t say I love you to me, that would be really hard.  

____ imagine _______other families as well because they are a family that kind of stays together.

So I think small crimes that children are ___ nobody basically – we can’t stop these small crimes or take enforcement because the State Trooper won’t go in for a small problem.  

_________ not only for a small community in the Bering Straits Region but I’d imagine all throughout the State and continue to support the VPSO funding and possibly have two VPSO’s instead of one in one community and have them one week and one week off.   Take turns.  Because I know there’s ___ problems when we have a VPSO that his children were drinking and nothing was – People couldn’t do anything about it if they wanted to report it.  

As far as development for law enforcement – I want you to know that attending Mt. Edgecombe High School, I was on the Youth Court for three years.  I was a prosecuting attorney for one year and a judge for two years.  I extremely enjoyed youth court and I’ll be – this was like one thing that I thought about when I first received this letter is that—there’s ____ youth court in the Bering Straits Region and it wouldn’t only teach – I mean it would help out on the smaller crimes and be an example for what – the process they’d really have to go through if they’re going to commit major crimes.  

It’ll teach teen -- time management skills as well as others.  I know in a small community it would be very hard to have a youth court with punishing their friends.  So instead of that, it could be district wide working with the schools to get involved and have high schools use GCI video conferencing.  So basically if a Teller kid committed a crime, they could set up court hearing date with the youth court in Brevig and basically go through it from there.

That would take a lot though.

I just really hope that we can have a VPSO’S in our smaller communities because it really does make a difference and especially being so close to Nome.  

We have road access and this fall I had my little brother’s best friend, who was drinking.  He took his ____ he was completely drunk – drinking in the car and was driving and he smashed into my brother’s girlfriend’s pick up.  He was so fortunate that he didn’t die – his passenger was able to get out of the vehicle and run to our house because it’s the first house when you get into town.  He was pounding on the door __________ with gashes on his head and on his arms.   My mother said you need to go and go help.  

___ car was a car seat in the front seat.  There’s nobody in there but its kind of a freak that – kind of freak you out when you think own niece’s car seat is in the __________________.  
I really yelled at my brother because if they would have been in that car maybe his daughter would have died. 

But __________ parenting skills too.  I was the first person to see Ely inside of this vehicle.  He was completely smashed in there and after I left my house I grabbed two blankets just in case and I’m so glad that I did because the paramedics said if I didn’t do that he would have died.  

Now another__________ when I went home I think my mom ________ and yet she told me, yeah this is my life; this is what I go through two or three times a year.  I said, how could you live like this and not do anything about it?  To stop it.  She said, I can’t; there’s only me.  
But anyway, that’s all I wanted to share.  But I really hope that VPSO’s can be in rural communities.  
It’s extremely sad and its just creates larger and larger effects on everything.  
BURGESS:
Thank you.  Any questions or comments by Commissioners?  Commissioner Justin.

JUSTIN:
Thank you Mr. Chairman.  I don’t have a question for you, but I do have a comment.  Your parents are they still with us?  They’re alive?  

HUGHS:
My parents?  Yeah.  My parents are Emily and Kenny Hughs.

JUSTIN:
So you have a large family?

HUGHS:
I have three brothers and myself.  That’s it.

JUSTIN:
And I see your mom _____  thank you for this wonderful ______.
Thank you.

BURGESS:
I know that’s tough.  Thanks.  Thank you very much.
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