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It’s interesting from that one time I testified up there as a representative of the tribes of southeast that you’re here.  My name is Mike Jackson.  My real name is Caw Oosh (phonetic) and  El ja was (phonetic)  in Tlingit and Haida.  
But just a small invitation I did in front of these people here – the whole Commission at one time the day before AFN.  I really liked the fact that you guys were very persistent in coming.  Finally getting here.  

Like Donna said, the kids were there and I completely forgot and I apologize to them.  And we sat and talked.  But I thank Jada for going in my place and working with the work group and really enjoyed our work with you guys.  In the final days I got to get up there.  

But you’re sitting in a court house that has seen a lot of people come through that door, like I said, like a revolving door in our own Tlingit country that we were essentially kind of setting them up to fail in the fact that you put on conditions of probation that you know they might never try and even try to behave and they get set up again and they’ll come through that door by the conditions of probation.  

But as part of my job as a Magistrate was to look at any part of the conditions of probation you can look at under the State statute and ___ was wide open.  And one of the things that I use and I have recommended to other magistrates or judges is to send people to the Circle where they have it now.  It’s starting to grow.

To me it’s a real quiet revolution in relationships.  It’s a real quiet revolution in restorative justice.  And now its starting to be a ground swell that I hope it never ceases because they’re here.  Thanks to Donna and Stu and the Kingdon’s for making it possible for them to witness something like this.  Whereas they could be out there in the sun enjoying themselves and you can see some of them are looking out the window; close to the window raring to go, but they’re here because of their mentors.  And we really thank them for that.  

But just like one word from anyone of these people here or the volunteers that come in for the Circle, changes that one young man’s life because for over seven years now, we’ve been here.  We ask for nothing.  We run on hardly any budget.  No budget at all.  Its all volunteer.  We try to coordinate the service givers and cross generations and Elders that are willing to give up their time to invest in those young kids.  And we’re seeing positive results.  We know we have a lot of different advocates for different things that should come to the Circle or not.  We said before, take that one step.  Take another to be a part of a community.  
And its not about race.  Its not about a political system and its not about any denomination.  Its about community and that’s where we get our strength from.  We have no problem dealing with anybody that comes in our community to be part of it.  But to add to it.  
And we get our strength from those values; those core community values like Justin was telling you that story—Wilson here.  That it was always there.  The core community values were the law of the land and we need to get back to it and I don’t say need to, but we should get back to it and that’s what we’re finding out.  It grounds us back to the land.  But that respect and forgiveness and that love for one another is the God given thing that we were able to draw upon, plus all the other values that are available and people like you that might take time out of your busy schedule.  
But working with all the resources in our community, you brought up—One of you brought up a real big section that I enjoy.  The poly com, that Gary’s a real expert in computers.  But I witnessed it up here at the clinic.  They have a T-line in.  So does the school.  Fast service.  They can video conference.  

And thank you for coming.  Come to the potluck.  

But I witnessed it with domestic violence experts in our Regional clinic.  They pay over $500 for that line for that one purpose, but they use it maybe three percent of the time.  What else can we do with people over in Sitka?  But to use that kind of broadband system like Gary said would be a high end investment but with a real quick return on training people, say out of the Academy.  Why not have a faculty that runs like extended an University in all the villages?  It’s high end.  
But what about those billion dollar high tech computer companies that are saying oh we’re all for humanity?  Work on their guilt to maybe get a big grant to spend billions on these people here because these kids are priceless.  I might have a Visa in my pocket.  But that only has a limit.  But when you have government caring about the people, like you heard Frank and Jerry, that that’s where it comes across as an investment in our time like I told you.  We cannot save time as Elders or as people, but we can invest in them for a process that might work.  

But thank you guys for coming and being so persistent in getting here.  You guys went through a lot of wind and storm and still today you persisted without spilling any coffee.  I hope the weather’s better for you toward Juneau.  

So thank you all for coming and thank you guys for being there.  We sure will get some comments and include them in there.

BURGESS:
Well thank you again very much for hosting us and for the kids, I want to touch upon what—it was Henry Smith who in his comments mentioned one of the important concepts that when the United States was being formed, the founding fathers touched upon the concept that all men and all people are created equally and I think its important for us to remember that.  I think he touched upon the fact that we come from many walks of life, but when we are working toward justice, which is what we’re trying to do, we’re all equal.  And we’re all God’s children.  So thank you very much.  
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