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Mr. Chairman, Members of the Commission, thank you for the opportunity to testify before you today.  
My name is Deesa Jacobson.  My legal name is Erica.  When my parents had me, I was supposed to be a boy and as it turned out, I was a girl and they were going to call me Eric.  And my mother showed me to my older brother because they were going to nickname me Little Sister because they thought Erica Leslie is too big of a name for an eleven pound baby.  

So they said look at your little sister and in his baby talk, he said Deesa and that’s how I got my name.  If people call me Erica, I don’t know that they are calling me.  

My late father was Yup’ik from the Kuskokwim River area and my late mother was Gwitchin from the Yukon and I was born in Hooper Bay where they were teaching school and then grew up on the Lower Yukon between Marshall and Bethel.  

And then in 1958 we moved here to Anchorage where I lived for a number of years in and out of being stolen by a Tlingit and being forced to move to Juneau while we were married until my widowhood.  

And I live and work here in Anchorage.  I work in the field to end violence against women and children.  I am a trainer of shelter workers, VPSOs, once and awhile, a Trooper, teachers, tribal health social workers and the like and other do-gooders in the community.

At one time I was purported to be one of the top fifteen trainers in the Nation until baby Bush was elected.  That shot that.  

And so here I am back in Alaska being one of the top five trainers.  

I quit drinking twenty-two years ago and this is the field of work that I have chosen to work in because I’m good at it and I like it and I see results.  I’ve seen families healed and the like. 

In addition to providing training for people who work in law enforcement and social service programs, I have also had the opportunity to work with the batterer’s intervention program in Dillingham where I was asked to present, which I’m told is a rare occurrence.  
Because you cannot work in this field and then go home and live in the violent environment.  It doesn’t work that way.  You have to walk the walk, otherwise you’re setting other people up to get hurt because this field can be dangerous.  

I do a lot of positive things to decompress from the work that I do out in the field, because it can be intense.  And if you’re not careful, it could harm you.  And maintaining sobriety is one of the ways that I decompress.

Now working in the field to end violence; to stop violence, one of the ways that we advocate that happens is to hold perpetrators accountable and not to sweep their crimes against women and children under the rug.  

And that is what we advocate.  Perpetrator accountability.  

Before I progress any further, I would like it noted for the record that Commissioner Tandeske is absent.  And I find that frightening in light of the plight occurring with Native women in Alaska.  

You might be familiar with the number of Native women that were murdered here in Anchorage and many of them are unsolved.  

We also have a Police Officer that murdered a young Native woman.  And is it true that he is wearing an ankle bracelet and on hillside right now?  That is not justice.  That’s murder.  
And now the reason that I’m upset that Commissioner Tandeske is not here, who holds those Troopers accountable?  And now you have a Trooper that’s been raping Native women.  You have a Police Officer that was murdering them.  

I have seen myself where the villages or people like in a hub-dwelling like Dillingham, called for Trooper assistance to find the body of her grandson, but the Trooper refused because he said he did not want to endanger the safety of his Troopers.  So the family went out and recovered that young man’s body.  

When the Trooper made his report, he referred to this young man as something less than desirable, like a nar-do-well.  This young man was working.  He worked at a shelter to end abuse against women and children.  He was a fine role model.  He went through the ice.  But this is what the Trooper said he was.  

The family protested and nothing was done.  And they retrieved his poor little body out of that lake.  And when this was reported, all the family was told well this Trooper is going to retire.  He was not held accountable, nor reprimanded by anyone.  

So when you have little incidences like that where a Trooper fails to respond—I know of Troopers who didn’t go when they were supposed to issue a protective order.  We had to go to the Village to make sure that happened ourselves and the only reason it happened is we assumed the body language and a disguise of a Supreme Court judge.  And that’s how we got them to act, otherwise back at the crime scene, there is women and children that are not only in danger and at risk because of this failure to protect and failure to respond.  Who holds them accountable?  Is it this Commission?

Also in regard to tribal law and law enforcement, there have been Troopers going into the village telling village councils—I have seen it myself—telling them, you can have a tribal council and you can have tribal courts and you can have tribal law, but you have to adopt State law now and it is not the Trooper’s position to give classes in law.  They are there to enforce the law, not teach it.  

And giving the village misinformation like that, when everybody sitting on this table knows better.  All of you know better.  I know some of you.  I know of some of you.  

We’ve all had the same information for years.  And now it’s come to this.  

And so with Alaska Native women at risk, what it is it?  400 times greater than any other group of women in Alaska to be murdered or have some other horrible violent crime committed against them.  And if anyone speaks up—You should have been at the Mayor’s Transition Commission Hearings.  Everybody of them deserves an Academy Award.  They all pretended to write down my telephone number like they were going to contact me in big ole’ letters.  They deserve an Academy Award.  None of them, of course, have ever called.  
And they were told, well just ignore her, you know how she is.  

Meanwhile, back at the crime scene, we still have Troopers that fail to respond.  We still have Troopers who are committing acts of violence and crimes against Alaska Native people and someone needs to hold them accountable.  And who is this?  

And I wondered why the Alaska Intertribal Council delegates would pass such a resolution calling for this body to be completely eliminated.  Because when you call for a Commission on justice and rural justice and law enforcement—from what I can see and from what Native women tell me, there’s no such thing.  

Because if you call the cops, a Native woman has a saying – they don’t come.  And when they do, if they take your kids—you never get them back.  This is wrong.  And this has been going on for as long as I can remember.  

Meanwhile, there’s more Commissions.  There’s more studies.  There’s more letters.  And things not only stay the same, but as all of us can see, they’re getting worse.  

We’re the primary victims of that on our own land.  

And that’s the essence of my little testimony today.  I had to come and say something about that.  Thank you very much.

BURGESS:
Do you have a moment if we have any questions?

JACOBSON: Yes.  Yes.

BURGESS:
Thank you.  Commissioners—Any questions by any of the Commissioners?  Commissioner Justin?  

JUSTIN:
Deesa, I appreciate the words.  Actually I have, I guess, a kind of a split question.  

You spoke pretty forcefully on the amount of violence that’s directed towards Native women and naturally most of that is a part of the record census reported both the media and the Anchorage papers.  And you spent a lot of time in the streets, so to speak, so you knew many of those victims.  

We’ll unfortunately never know the impact on the families of those young ladies who met violent ends. 

So my question would be—It’s obvious something is not working and it’s obvious there’s a lot of fixes that needs to be done.  But do you have any comments on ways and means that the City of Anchorage could put into place?  Because a great majority of those violent ends were done here in the streets and they were rural village tribal members.  

And I’ve said for many years that not only should there be dedicated a monument—a remembrance of sorts—to all of those victims.  But all of the families should have been contacted by the City of Anchorage saying, even if it’s late we still want to say something about what happened to your family member.  

Do you think that would help in any way?  That’s part one of the question.  
Part two of the same question is: None of us ever knew where those victims came from.  They just came from Alaska.  “Out there.”  Do you think that it would serve any purpose to look at the big picture, so to speak, about how many victims that ended up being a violent crime victim Statewide from both Anchorage, Fairbanks, Juneau, something like that?

JACOBSON:
Yes.  At one time, there were five Native women in a room.  I was one of them.  And we took a simple tourist map that you can get in the lobby here and we put a little star—a blue star—for every case that we new of personally of a murder and/or a rape of a Native woman.  And that map of Anchorage was covered with stars.  That’s not counting the ones that we know of Statewide.

Now when perpetrators select their victims, I would imagine that the perpetrators in Alaska must have thought they died and went to hog-heaven because they have a great banquet hall here for victims.  
They do the things they do because they can.  Because they’re allowed to.  They’re allowed to by silence from people in Alaska.  They’re allowed to by the failure of the police to adequately investigate—i.e., the Della Brown case, where they used powdered fingerprint dust rather than spraying it with their chemical gizmos that would have cost them pennies to buy.  And they let that young man go because of the failure of the prosecutor to do their jobs.  

And when their priorities are burglary—people’s things--instead of human beings—Anchorage is in trouble.  Not only is Anchorage in trouble, we’re all in trouble.  Because I can tell you what those victims and the secondary victims go through that had someone in their family murdered.  
We all know the Laci Peterson case and the whole world is crying, and Native women here are slaughtered and nobody says a thing.  

And when you have Troopers that fail to respond, I do more than take homage with that.  That’s wrong and you need to stop it.  
You need to hold hearings in the village and listen to the cries of those mothers and their children.

SCHUBERT:
Deesa, I was one of a small group of Native women that met with the former Police Chief—I don’t know how many years ago—to demand to find out what was being done—when at that time there were five identified Native women who had been murdered here in Anchorage.  And no one had been charged with their murders.  I don’t remember who else was there.  It was just a very small group.  
And the women that you spoke about who was murdered—well allegedly murdered by Matt Owens, who I understand is in Florida or some place like that—was from my hometown.  
So I’m sitting here on this Commission because I want us to be able to do something about things like that.  Not to sit here because I have nothing else to do.  I have a lot to do.

But I care about what we’re doing.  And I want us to make a difference.  And so I’m very involved in this process.  I feel like I have a personal stake in it.  Violence has been perpetrated against women in my family.  Not by law enforcement or types like that.  
And we need to do something about it.  And I want us to be able to start somewhere.  

And even if we make just a small difference, still it’s a step in the right direction.  That’s why I’m here.  

JACOBSON:
Well your small step has to begin with accountability of those who perpetrate violent crimes.  The victim cannot be held accountable, nor can the victims be held accountable to end violence.  That has to be the responsibility of the perpetrators—never the victims.  So thank you very much for your time.

BURGESS:
Thank you very much.  Were there any other questions or comments by the Commissioners?  Thank you very much for your comments.  
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