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Good afternoon.  My name is Barbara Janitscheck, I’m the Vice President of Maniilaq Association.  
On behalf of the Chairman, Guy Adams and the Board of Directors and Helen Bolen our President/CEO, I’d like to welcome the members of the Alaska Rural Justice and Law Enforcement Commission to Kotzebue.  I’d also like to welcome everyone that’s gathered here this afternoon and encourage the listening public to call in with their testimonies.  

Thank you for taking the time from your personal and your professional lives to come here to hear what the peoples’ concerns and issues are in relation to the four areas that this Commission has been charged with. 

Those being: 1) the fairness and access to the rural Alaska justice systems and rural communities which includes the tribal court systems; 2) the State and Tribal relations; 3) best practices for rural law enforcement; and 4) family violence and alcoholism effects.  

Maniilaq’s participation was to ensure that the hearing notice went out to the public and to bring those individuals from the villages in that wanted to provide their testimony in person.  

I’d like to thank Paulette Schuerch, Maniilaq’s Director of Tribal Government Services, for coordinating and organizing this effort.  And I’d like to thank Maniilaq’s support staff that will be providing the meals and the ground transportation to ensure that your visit and time here in Kotzebue was orchestrated to see and hear most of what our Region has been concerned with. 
Special thanks goes to the Kotzebue Radio station for airing this live.  
Today, Maniilaq has two individuals; two employees that you’ll be hearing testimony from; Steve Dakai here will present information about our Traditional Healing Program in which we provide services from holistic approach and Ed Ward will present information on the law enforcement problems and what our Regional solutions are to resolve them.  
And I’d like to turn the mike over to them now and thank you for being here.
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