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I’m sorry I don’t have a written report, but I could do that when I return home.

I’m Sophie Jenkins.  I’m from Napaskiak.  I work with the Yukon Kuskokwim Health Corporation as a counselor for twenty-five years.

And let me back up and tell you a little bit our history about the Elders from home.  Napaskiak is about seven miles down river.  And my Elder’s father whose son drown back in 1963 and it was the first drowning due to alcohol.  And the group from there—the Elders got together and came to Bethel and asked the Bethel City Council to—we need to do something.  

They had a vision and they asked what can you do?  And Bethel made the first sleep off center.  At the time it wasn’t working so they somehow incorporated Yukon Kuskokwim Health Corporation to employ two individuals -- were Louie Andrew and Fred Pete are no longer with the YKHC.  
But visioning and communication--I’m happy you’re here because we’re communicating this need to you so that you can help to build the infancy of the tribal justice program that’s brand new.  
But with your introduction and support of this is going to go a long way because when you tell how I work out there--I’m just working out-patient program for individuals that are not intensively or chronically alcoholic or drug abusers--can be intervened at a village level.  
Whereas the Therapeutic Court where the individuals were like Mat had treatment and is now a supporter of the Therapeutic Court--Is an intensive out-patient program where an individual with substance abuse or drug abuse problem is de-toxed.  Meaning that when alcohol is taken away; when drugs is out the system of the body, the body wakes up.  And plah-luck (phonetic/Yup’ik) meaning the mind is opening.  
I appreciate Paul Clark saying that his mind is starting to open because I’m very happy about your coming here in support of the tribal justice program and that it works.  For me, just an out-patient certified out there, I applaud the tribal program.  
Karen Matsee (phonetic), they left?  Okay.  From Napaskiak came and to be observers and to support—hoping that this program will continue.  And I’m very—The Elders taught to me to be direct so I’m being direct to you and hoping that when you go back to your respective legislature hearings that you’ll speak on behalf and support of the tribal therapeutic court.  Thank you. 
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