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For the record, I’m the First Chief of Anvik.  I’m Carl Jerue Junior.  I’ve been the Chief for fourteen years and in those fourteen years—We are a small village and pretty limited resources and people willing to deal with the tribal courts -- all the things that come before us.  

And we have to respect requests from our tribal members when they ask for assistance through the tribal court, so it was a difficult learning process as we—Today it’s all getting so technical and legal.  There’s a lot of legal issues we have to deal with.  
So it’s not like the traditional way.  There was no record keeping and they didn’t follow no procedures and today it’s more difficult to deal with the misdemeanors and all the small crimes that are committed there by our people.  The technical part of it is not available to us like in training, sending our volunteers out to be trained and to deal with our issues.  

We struggled and we got a pretty good record of our success and the cases we’ve dealt with.  A lot of it was with minors consuming or just small criminal mischief that they get in to.  We started dealing with that.  I guess it’s how you develop the record of trust and you got to have some knowledge of how you deal with it.  And that’s the part we’re lacking -- with some training -- but we could do it and develop that trust.  But the technical part of it, we don’t have any resources to send our people out to be trained.  
It’ll be more of a success for our village and the other villages surrounding us, if we could come together and have some grant money for training and get--The policing part of it, is another problem we have.  We’re a village of 90 people and there are four villages in our area and we’re the only ones with a VPSO.  Other villages are larger and they all want some sort of police there.  So the villages without police, they have to police themselves.  And who does that?  It’s the Chief.  They go to their Chief and they want him to deal with it, but a lot of them, they’re not willing to deal with it because it’s not in place – they’re tribal courts and they haven’t had any experience with it and they’re kind of reluctant to start being involved with it.  Because once you get involved, you deal with one case and they expect you to deal with everything.  So you’re sitting there wondering if I should even do it.  But it’s a tough situation, I found.  It’s a long process that’s going to—you get recognized by the State courts too.  They call upon you to hear some of the cases that goes before them. 

I’d like to thank you guys for your time here and all the others that testified.  I’ll cut it short.

BLATCHFORD:
Thank you, Carl.  Thank you very much.  
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