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My name is Rose Jerue and I’m the CEO for the Copper River Native Association.  And I know previously that the Copper River Native Association had testified along with other tribes here.  
I’ve been here in the Valley for just about seven months.  I know the urgency of our people and the need they have to get immediate response to their very, very sincere and urgent needs. 
Right now I’m not really talking on behalf of CRNA, I’m talking on a personal level and I just want to remind those people especially in Anchorage that we in the Native villages, the land is our refrigerator.  When we get hungry, we go out there and get our food from our refrigerator.  That’s our land.

The people that don’t understand this, I would ask them if they had a house with a full refrigerator and if I went to their house and robbed them of their food, how would they feel?  I don’t think they’d feel too good.  So hopefully they can understand how we feel when people say you cannot hunt.  It would be like me, what if I went over to Anchorage or Fairbanks and I said for two weeks out of the month we’re going to shut down Safeway and Carrs.  How would you feel?  They wouldn’t feel too good.  They would have to buy loads of frozen foods and keep it in a refrigerator until the next time the store was opened.  That’s how we feel when laws are placed upon us.  We don’t like that.  
These are just some of the things that I want to do to help explain how we, people in the village, feel about our land and our food.

One example—Another one is and I taught culture for fifteen years at the Alaska Native Medical Center to new comers that were providing health care to our people.  I would say what if Thanksgiving was outlawed?  What if I said, no more Thanksgiving?  You can’t go kill a turkey or get a turkey from Safeway or Carrs.  No more yams, no more pies, nothing.  That’s outlawed.  And how would they feel?  It would totally be against whatever they feel would be freedom.  The freedom to eat what they like and the freedom that their tradition has for so many years given them to celebrate.  
Those are just some of the things that I think we need to help people that are not familiar with our culture understand.  
When I hear people say the State Troopers don’t respond, you know what it tells me?  It tells me that any injustice could continue and nothing would be done about it.

Lastly I think the biggest injustice that was allowed to happened to our people as a whole was they took our language.  Mainly the government and the churches got together right after Alaska was bought and they said you cannot speak your language anymore.  You have to speak English.  For the English speakers, I would ask them if they had little children – I would say when your child is five or six years old, send them out to Athabascan country and they could only speak Athabascan.  How would they feel?  
These are the injustices we’ve put up with for a decades and decades and decades.  Now our people are brilliantly saying what they’re feelings are and we need justice.  Plain, pure and simple.  
So I always thought sometimes I get a little antagonistic, I guess.  I always think—Even though I already got my degree and I took a language which was Eskimo because I wanted to take a Native language.  I often said, you know what?  I’m going to take Athabascan language.  So I went to the University, they said $360 or whatever it was tuition.  I said what?  After they took my language away, now they want me to pay $300 to learn my language.  I said no thank you and left.  It just angered me.  Injustice.  
So really look forward to the outcome of the Commissioners Report because I think our people sincerely want the same amenities, the same things other laws are afforded to every other citizen.

Thank you.

BURGESS:
Thank you.

JUSTIN:
Rose.  No question.  I just—I know what CRNA stands for.  But….
JERUE:
What?

JUSTIN:
But _______ just for our record just in case they need the information.  
JERUE:
I’m sorry.  I thought _________  CRNA is Copper River Native Association.

JUSTIN:
And it’s headquartered in?

JERUE:
Headquartered in Copper Center.

JUSTIN:
Thank you.

BURGESS:
Thank you.

END OF STATEMENT

