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Thank you.  My name is Jessie Johnnie.  I am a State certified drug and alcohol traditional counselor.  
I go up to Fairbanks to teach and while I was up there -- I would like this recorded so you can think about it.  
I have two friends. They’re in their 80’s and they’re traditional counselors for drug and alcohol also.  They come from Minto.  
And we had the Policeman in Fairbanks come in to one of our classes and they were refused help for domestic violence at Minto because it was too far to go.  And they don’t have no policeman.  The only safe house they have there is Geraldine and Teneal (phonetic) and they’re in their 80’s.  
And we called a lawyer.  I was sitting on a Board and we asked him why couldn’t a State Trooper go out to Minto to help and his reply to us was it was a reservation.   And as far as I know, every time I go up to teach, they are still having problems. 

I talked about this in Juneau and they said they were going to try to help them.  They are way out on the tip and they are mostly Native. 

And I would like this recorded because nobody seems to want to help them.  I have been trying since I heard them.  My heart went out to them because there are things that was done years ago during my time; during the Territorial Police.  It was called neighbor helping neighbor.  But now if a neighbor goes out to help somebody, it’s against the law.

And the Tlingits had a way of working with people that were in domestic violence and that came under the same thing, neighbor helping neighbor and it consisted of the men and the grandmothers.

If we are going to find an answer for this domestic violent puzzle, I think we have to reach into the bag that our ancestors left for us and kind of mix it in with what’s going on today.  

The reason why people are afraid to help people is they get blamed for trying to help.  This is what I see going on in Minto.  And if there was a way that I could help them, I sure would try to find an answer for them.  

I live in Sitka.  I’ve been living here for six years.  And I’m a very outspoken Elder.  But I don’t sit on any Committees, but I teach up in Fairbanks.  

And I would like this to go on record to see if somebody can get a hold of Geraldine and Neal because they need help.  They are in Minto. 

Thank you for your time.  

BURGESS:
Thank you very much.
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