Good Afternoon Everyone and Audience, 


My name is Shannon Johnson-Nanalook and I am representing the Traditional Council of Togiak located in the Bristol Bay Region.  I have been their Tribal Children’s Social Worker for the past 6 ½ years.  I act as the liaison for our tribe in children cases and also providing assistance to families in need.  I’ve handled all ICWA Cases through our Tribe, which includes home visiting, counseling, providing support and encouragement, a shoulder to cry on and assisting the Traditional Council of Togiak in being ICWA compliant.  To ensure safety of our children this also involves our tribe to work with our Tribal Court.  


Today I am sharing with you some information of how our Tribal Court operates and some examples of what cases we work with.  


Our Tribal Court began in the early 1990’s with the assistance of our Elders and concerned community members who wanted to take a stand against the Alcohol and Drug Abuse issues in the village.  A few years later with the help of Tribal and City Leaders and the State of Alaska’s Juvenile Probation Program in Dillingham, the Tribal Court began taking Juvenile Cases.  We have been very fortunate to have great volunteers and Tribal Court Judges that have also taken on Child Custody Cases, Children in Need of Aid Cases, and involvement with Alcohol Interdiction.  


Our Tribal Court is a tool we use to involve the wisdom and the traditions of our Native Culture to help address the issues affecting our people.  What is working well for our village is our Tribal Court.  We have a panel of 4 Tribal Judges, one Tribal Court Clerk and an Interpreter who hear cases 2 times a month. Once in the beginning of the month and then at the end.  

Our Tribal Court utilizes Elders and Local Service Providers to counsel and offer support services to our children and families.  Each Tribal Court in the State of Alaska is unique and we all have different practices, but the common power we share is our children.  We are doing what we are doing to make sure our children can be raised without any fear they will be abused or neglected.  An example of Intervention with Juvenile Cases, is a Juvenile commits a misdemeanor such as underage drinking.  We as a Tribal Court receive the complaint, hear the case and then provide counseling, support, encouragement, love and support not to just the child, but to the family as well.  We intervene and handle the situation before the child gets into the cycle of breaking the law and possibly committing a felony.  Then the child loses his childhood. Once a juvenile has committed these crimes, he is no longer a child, but a criminal.  

I am one of the Local Service Providers that refer families to the Tribal Court to help with monitoring and counseling families. We meet each and every month to discuss supports to help the family with overcoming the issue, which created the intervention.  We have also been successful in transferring jurisdiction of Children Cases to our Tribal Court from the State of Alaska.  

The collaboration between the community and Tribal Court has been very effective due to the fact we are dealing with our problems locally.  To keep our Tribal Court strong and continuing we need support from the State of Alaska to honor our Tribal Court Orders and support our efforts in stopping the illegal flow of alcohol and drugs into our communities.  Our Tribal Court Orders include searching for illegal drugs and prohibited alcohol.  

Our Tribal Court has gone through tough challenges involving alcohol interdiction.  They have stood up and are saying, “Enough is Enough.”  Members of our village are now going to airplanes and boats to search suspected people and bootleggers for illegal importation of alcohol.   They confinescate this alcohol and destroy it.  These people don’t want any more deaths or any more alcohol related accidents to happen.  We have seen too many children and families torn apart and future generations affected due to alcohol and drugs.  All this is preventable, we know that.  

We don’t have a Tribal Police Program in our village to help us with enforcing our Tribal Court Orders.  Currently, we have 1 Police Officer with a part time assistant who we all depend on to uphold the State laws in our village of 1000 people.  Until 6 months ago, we a VPSO that served our village for over 20 years.  The State doesn’t provide enough funding to support a VPSO, so we no longer have one.  I encourage you to reconsider this action and fund the VPSO program with more monies.  

Togiak Tribal Court has given me suggestions to share with you today.  They thank you for giving me the opportunity to testify on behalf of our local law system and our recommendations for improving the delivery of justice in our community.  Their suggestions include 2 very important subjects.

#1.
Establish a Native Operated Juvenile Counseling Center in each of the 12 regions in Alaska.  This Center will offer services that include Behavior, Substance Abuse, Grief, Suicide and After Care.  

#2.
The State of Alaska to support Annual Monies given to the Tribes to provide a Tribal Police Program. This department would include Tribal Police Officers and a facility that operates a jail and separate fire station.  These officers would also help support our Tribal Court Orders.  

Thank you again for offering this opportunity to take testimony from our village.  It is one more step in all of us actively working together to benefit our Native People.  Quyana caqneg.  Thank you very much.  

