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My name is Susan Jones and I’m the coordinator of the Maniilaq Family Crisis Center which basically is emergency shelter for women and children.  
We also have at least two safe homes in every village and we have a village advocate that travels out to the villages to assist women and their children in getting protection, helping them with protective orders. 

One of the problems that we do have is as it’s been occurring theme here – that the law enforcement in the villages makes it very hard for families to receive assistance and safety.  

We end up needing and wanting to bring women and their children into Kotzebue.  We have a shelter here and sometimes that’s all we can do to keep someone safe – is to take them out of their own home away from their families and their relatives and put them in Kotzebue, which is not always comfortable especially when you’re displaced and having trouble in your family.  That’s hard enough, but then to have to come to a big town like Kotzebue and stay in a shelter, that’s even more scary and upsetting.

I also would like to say—Our shelter is a little bit of a maverick, we will assist men.  We can’t put them in the shelter, but if they are being abused at home, we will pay their way in to Kotzebue and put them into a safe home.  We have two safe homes in Kotzebue.  

We stress that it’s not just domestic violence; it’s family violence.  Because the entire family is involved when there’s trouble at home, including the Elders.  

And it’s unpleasant to have to address this, but it is true.  Children, Elders and men and women are like—can all be victims of violence and sexual assault.  And not to make light of it, but we’re tap dancing as fast as we can and to have more law enforcement and support would really keep more people safe.  

______:
I’d like to talk a little bit about child abuse in our Region.  The latest statistics I could get my hands on for today’s testimony is that in 2002 there were 481 child abuse and neglect referrals in this Region.  And for 4 years from ’98 to 2002, we had 83 reports of harm per 1,000 children in our population under the age of 18.  
And of course, most of the child abuse cases in our Region are related somehow to alcohol abuse.  

We do have professionals that work with—that provide care; that do investigations and interventions.  They are State social workers.  And to bridge the gap between the understanding of the State social workers, who are all recruited from outside the Region, we have a family services program that hires local people to do the case work and bridge this gap. 

We do the same thing, as Susan mention, we tap dance as fast as we can to keep up with it.  

One of the recommendations—One of the things that we see as being a necessity to really make a difference for child abuse and for domestic violence is—aside from the alcohol issues—would be Tribal Courts because they could immediately work with domestic violence cases in their own village and with child abuse in their own village.  And that’s where changes would really be made.

And I want to underline what John Schaeffer said about people needing to be able to take care of their own and do their own; work with their own solutions.  Because right now, the system is set up where its all—except for the family services staff—its all outsiders that are getting involved.  

And solutions aren’t going to happen in Shungnak by what happens in Kotzebue.  Its just not going to happen.  And that’s true of all the villages.  So we’re real advocates of Tribal Court, especially for these social problems like domestic violence and child abuse.

And we thank you very much for listening and right in the nick of time.  

____:
What was your name?

WHITE:
My name is Sue White.  I’m the Director of Family Resources for Maniilaq Association.  And you have our information on a sheet.

JUSTIN:
Thank you.  If you’ll wait a second, there might be other questions.  

WHITE:
Okay.

JUSTIN:
Any questions?  Any other questions from the Commissioners?  Commissioner Bullard.

BULLARD:
I just had a question.  Because I know that our own CF office is in Nome is responsible for providing supervisory casework, I’m assuming, or services to the Maniilaq Region in addition to our own. 

WHITE:
No.  We’re like parallel programs.

BULLARD:
Oh.  Oh they’re parallel now.

WHITE:
Right.  Right.  

BULLARD:
So they split?

WHITE:
Yeah.  They’re different programs.  Kawerak has their staff that works with…..

BULLARD:
No.  No.  I’m talking about the State OCS workers.

WHITE:
Oh.  OCS workers.  They have their own supervisor here now.

BULLARD:
Oh okay.

WHITE:
Yeah.  That position was just created.

BULLARD:
Just created.

WHITE:
Yeah.  Yeah.  So they’re expanding their staff in our Region.  Thank goodness.  

BULLARD:
A specific question.  Because I think Commissioner Tandeske had mentioned it at one of our meetings, which I was very surprised to hear.  He had brought up that—And this was about four months ago.  But he had mentioned that in the last prior year—prior to those four months, that not a single ____ case had been filed in this Region over the prior year period.  And I found that very, very hard to believe. 
WHITE:
I don’t think that’s necessarily true.

BULLARD:
Okay.

WHITE:
No.  Uh Uh.  No.  We have cases all the time.

BULLARD:
Okay.  

_____:
I’d also like to point out that the State ___ opening an office _____ civil office.  I think its going to be in Nome, but it might be in Kotzebue.  ____ check on that.  Because we’re going to at least one ___ attorney that’s going to be based in this region.
WHITE:
Wow.  

_____:
Its ____ working eternally right now.  _____________

JUSTIN:
Other questions or comments?  Thank you so very much.

WHITE:
Thank you. 
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