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I’m from the City of Kake.  I’m the City Administrator. 
About four years ago, we had four cops.  They were on a COPS Grant and when our money ran out there—our insurance ran out with that and when the COPS Grant ended, they all left.  So now today we have four cops that are just reserve officers.  
And in the last year and a half they have been trying to help—to train our reserve officers.  And we’ve been advertising for a real cop.  But there’s no cops that want to come to my community because we have no insurance to offer them.  And the only thing that we have to offer them is PERS.
  So I’ve been asking the State Troopers if they’d be able to help out our reserve officers and they tell me, “No,  we can’t come into your community to train your officers.  The only time we can come into your community is when a crime is committed.”  

Back in September 15th, we had eight officers in Kake.  Our little community.  We had Fish and Game and I guess—I don’t know if they’re brown coats or blue coats there, but anyway, we had eight officers in Kake there and nobody would take the time to help train our officers.  
But they were trying to bust our people in our community, and our community is economically depressed.  We had no logging, no fishing.  And yet people are trying to go out and get some moose.  That’s our moose season there.  And I couldn’t believe how much—I thought the State was supposed to be broke with Fish and Game guy.  And we had eight officers in our community trying to bust our citizens.  
And anyway we’re still trying to get help there.  We’re not going to turn away help there because I do want help from the State or whoever can help us in our community to train our officers that we do have there.  And I’m glad that we have four people that would step forward in our community to help us out in our police department.  
And there is light at the end of the tunnel for us there.  And if that VPO program goes through there, that would help us out on our end.  Because we were told through the grapevine that the VPO program is just like the VPSO program, but only with a little bit more teeth there.  And in rural communities like us, they told us that we would be able to count on these guys that we sent to the academy.  And that went just a little short—shorter than the VPSO program and we want to make sure that we do have help coming there.  We want the help there.  Because in our community when we had the four officers there, we didn’t have so much drugs coming into our community and the drinking wasn’t so bad there and our—with our young kids.  But now that we have no cops there—real cops there, that our public calls it—that we have kids drinking in our community and we have a lot of drugs coming into our community and I just want to get help from whoever would help us down in Southeast Alaska and I think you guys face the same thing up North here.  

Like today I was really looking forward to seeing this here and I’m really glad that you opened it up to the public.  Because I was just reading a piece of paper that said that the only people who are going to be able to talk is the ones that were on your list there.  And I really appreciate you guys taking the time to listen to me.  

SCHAEFFER:
I have two questions.  The first question is the population of Kake currently and the other question is, do you have detention facilities in the community now?
KADAKE:

Yes, we do.  We have three cells in our community.  

SCHAEFFER:
Are they in operation?  

KADAKE:

Yes.  

SCHAEFFER:
And how large of a community is Kake as far as people living there?  

KADAKE:

Back in January of this year we had over 800 people.  But because of the economy; no logging, no fishing, we lost like 200 people since January.  

SCHAEFFER:
Thank you.  
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