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Welcome, members of the Rural Justice Commission and honored guests.  Greetings.  My name is Marlene Moto Karl and I have lived in Deering since 1965 where I moved there from Candle.
My concern is instead of our Village Public Safety Officer, we would like to have someone to help us with our community security.  This would be someone who would meet with us and help analyze our trouble spots and help us plan out a way of better securing the community, including the use of his or her own services.

Here are some incidents that concern us.  Water, sewer facilities has been broken into several times.  Wash‘ateria had a fuel spill due to vandalism or theft.  In this case somebody spilled five gallons of sto__ deliberately in the wash’ateria engineer room on purpose.  Another one is the village store has been broken into several times in the past and we have excessive speeding with snow machines, four wheelers and it has endangered children and Elders on high blood pressure medicines.  
Teen pregnancy is perceived as ____.  We know that simply things like security cameras in vital areas may help.  We need someone to receive training and help us plan for a more secure community.  
We need to plan for better education about pregnancy and child support issues for the teens at risk.  The judicial system is so lenient with underage offenders that major source of importation and sale of alcohol beverages is by those underage—anyway we have been having several suicide attempts.  They’re high in our community and we hope that the reduction of underage drinking, teen pregnancy and education on child support issues will reduce some of this behavior, giving us a chance to discover and deal with other issues that may be affecting suicidal behavior.  

Thank you for your attention.

JUSTIN:
Questions, Commissioners?  Commissioner Schubert.

SCHUBERT:
How many people live in Deering?

KARL:
About a 150.  

SCHUBERT:
Has Deering ever had a VPSO or a VPO?  

KARL:
Yes.  And we’ve been—it’s been open and we’ve been trying to see when—The last time we had a VPSO it went under the Maniilaq Manpower.  It’s different than this Maniilaq Association.  
And then this past several years I was nominated to be on the Maniilaq Manpower Board and then I’ve been seeing the Executive Director changing hands and the Board changing hands and I don’t know if it exists anymore.  
This Maniilaq Association where we’re sitting now, I would kind of like to see them run the VPSO, if it gets more funding.  Because Maniilaq Manpower was different than this Maniilaq Association.
I just had to reflect on that one.  

SCHUBERT:
So when you have a problem in Deering, is it AST or the Troopers that come out and how long is it usually take them to get out there?

KARL:
Yeah.  It takes several days.  
And I don’t want to give the Troopers a reputation either.  Its not their fault  They got other villages to cover and it all becomes—affecting our home and our underage—These are the ones that—especially these teen pregnancy and alcohol related attempts are—And we don’t know who is breaking the wash’ateria and that’s a health issue and it costs money and we got no handle on it.  We even had a thousand dollar reward; who break in the wash’ateria and its going to cost us money and we had to pay and nobody turned him in.  
And it’s the second smallest village in the Region and we got no—I put on my own—It’s not on the handouts here.  With this in mind I would like to possibly see a Region wide ordinance for the underage drinking and speeding and then on the other hand for IRA, revise our power and duties for the IRA government for the Board members because we just had an IRA election over there not too long ago and then I want to see how you get elected and then they say its not been revised since the 1930’s.  And then things—people don’t want to work for these job openings.  That IRA needs to get revised at the—even at the State level.  If it’s just in Deering, it did not—not been worked on since the 1930’s.  

JUSTIN:
Thank you.  Other questions or comments?  Governor’s office?  Denise.  
MORRIS:
Marlene, I have one question for you that’s related to alcohol and minors consuming alcohol.  Is Deering a damp community?  

KARL:
No.  It’s—Since the early 80’s—since they had the vote it’s been dry ever since and the past several years the underage problem drinking.

BULLARD:
Mr. Chair.  

JUSTIN:
Yes.

BULLARD:
Just a comment on—in terms of the tribal constitution—The need to amend the tribal constitution…..

KARL:
Yes.  It needs to get in our hands over there.  

BULLARD:
What I was going to say, because we just had the same discussion in Unalakleet which also has an IRA constitution that was probably adopted back in the 30’s or 40’s.

And we had our staff attorney with us there and he was talking about how extremely difficult it is to process amendments to the IRA constitutions because you have to have a secretarial election and it gets very complicated.  
But for example, the Native Village of Unalakleet wanted to amend their election ordinances and as the council they have the authority to enact those ordinances, so the constitutions are vague enough that you can develop your election ordinances to take care of issues that you need to address that you would otherwise have to address by amending your constitution.  That’s a lot easier for your tribal council to just amend your ordinances versus trying to go through that “let’s go amend the constitution” trap.  I just wanted to offer that.  

KARL:
That—It needs to get revised because under our Indian Child Welfare Act, other people got it easy getting their kids adopted through that program over there and then I got friends that—he’s having a hell of time getting adopted.  And he’s my own grandson and he’s got to be twenty-five percent Native and we couldn’t get hands on his birth certificate and there’s too much favoritism.

And my sister-in-law, she’s White and she can’t even get a job in that village.  She’s working in Norvik right now.  That’s why I want to see that tribal IRA get revised.  People will work hand in hand over there and you guys know how that election in where ever—the Iran or Iraq, now you know how we feel.  We just had elections.  We didn’t know who was going to be on there ‘til the day of the election.  

JUSTIN:
Are there other questions?  Thank you, Marlene.  We appreciate the time and testimony.
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