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My name’s Robert Keith.  I’m President of the Elim IRA Council and that’s ____ Chair.  I’ve had the privilege and opportunity to give you testimony on your first hearing and I found this testimony here today quite riveting.  I wasn’t here for the entire time, but I was at the ___ Commission giving testimony there.
But I started off my career probably in ’90 in public service.  I first got elected to the village corporation board and just got narrowly re-elected again this last week.  

But about that time I got on a federal job called Community Partnerships and I wasn’t going to bring this up, but it’s an alcohol and drug prevention program.  It didn’t come into Kawerak or Norton Sound and it – that caused some problems and I felt like I was public enemy number one with Kawerak and Norton Sound and I find it interesting I’m now the Chair.  
It was at that time that I never forgot this from this young lady when we were doing these visioning things out in the village and it was interesting.  We had Elders and youth, but a lot of it were middle aged people and they were attending and we were focusing on alcohol and drugs – prevention and doing vision retreats.  

One young lady from one village was complaining – there was a lot of young ladies actually, from different villages all complaining about bingo and primarily because they ended up babysitting.  And the other thing I’ll never forget is we have no toilet paper in our house.  And I’ve never – It never dawned on me that toilet paper can be such an important little issue.  
But the money was going towards bingo and I know a number of years ago that in one of the States, employees made a statement about – and I don’t know how accurate this was, but this one small community was spending about a million dollars a year in gross sales on bingo and that really shocked me.  That is a big issue now.  
Simon stated that Shagtooluk never allowed Bingo in – Elim is the same.  We never allowed – The Elders many years ago did not want bingo in and I’ve always – since I was originally elected to the tribal council by some Elders, I’ve always respected them and never supported it when anybody wants the idea of bingo because it raises money for travel, medical travel and other – fire department and stuff like that.  But there is a very negative down side to this and the other issue in regards to dance that Simon brought up.  
When I got on this Community Partnerships, I was – even though the Elders had forbidden dance, I got support from them and brought the Stebbins Dance group up to Elim.  And it was also at that time I broke another taboo which some Elders didn’t support and some did.  

And I got involved with the Kawerak’s in-house attorney, which I wasn’t at Kawerak at the time.  But I brought in an evangelistic group that was not of our denomination and that stirred quite a stink.  But it was good.  It stirred the pot.  

But I moved on from there.   I’ve been told – I just recently watched a TV program that people who have an easy go – easy kind of an attitude towards life live longer and I kind of noticed that about our VPSO.  He was the longest lasting VPSO in our Region.  He just retired recently working from Kawerak as a VPSO. 

I don’t know what Kawerak gave him for a gold watch, but the IRA Council gave him a rifle with a scope on it.  I don’t know if he’s making good use of it.  But he doesn’t like retirement too much.  He became our Corporation President and he also got a new job as our Family Services worker at Kawerak.  So he’s back on the payroll doing something that’s a little bit more -- not so stressful.  

And one of the – The last time that I provided testimony, I gave an example of something – And I’ll give you an example.  I know now-a-days – my wife was a health aide and they’re not allowed to go into dangerous situations or EMT people or any medical staff.  Joe is busy doing something else and my wife called me and said we have a suicide.  And they couldn’t find Joe so I went to the house where he locked himself into the house and I kicked the door down and I found the young man.  Luckily he used real cheap wire to hang himself.  He was still alive.  He was barely breathing.  He was pretty blue.  He was a young man quite a bit bigger than I am.  

I took the cord off and eventually there was some other people that came in – or a little bit later.  But in the mean time he came back to life.  While I was trying to get some help to come, he decided he was going to start a chainsaw.  I don’t know what he intended to do with the chainsaw but I didn’t – he wasn’t able to start it and I just went over there and gave him a real good bear hug.  Squeezed the air out of him and by the time people did come around.  So by squeezing the air out, I – an instinctive reaction, he’s going to try to breathe again and so it disarmed him that way.  And now-a-days my wife if she was working now, she’d try to do that to everybody -- the privacy laws that they’ve been passing -- face and some possible termination for letting me know, but it’s important for people to – and I’ve found myself in those situations before where I haven’t hesitated to react but I have earned trust with a lot of people and I can expend that trust sometimes.  And the dangerous situations are what they are.

In 1996 – I got on the Kawerak board in 1993 and in ’96 was elected as the Chair.  Loretta probably doesn’t want to hear this, but my first year as Chairman was probably the most stressful in all my life.  Especially one Board meeting.  The issue was over the VPSO issue.  There was a movement by some Board members to spend tribal money on a State program.  

Now we have been very careful about doing that because if the legislature finds out we’re spending our own money, they’re going to try to unfortunately cut the budget and that was why we resisted so much.

I find it interesting that Senator Stevens has taken IHS money, which was tribal money and sent it to the State of Alaska -- two million for 04, 05 and 06 and we haven’t seen that money come down as directed to this date to be made available to the non-profits to subsidize and I don’t know if that’s the right word, but subsidize the VPSO program and we haven’t seen that come down the pipe.  

But it created such a stir with the Native community for doing that and for good reasons.
The administration is pretty much a State’s rights responsible like they have that attitude and I won’t say that’s good or bad.  I find that whole scenario kind of interesting.  And I am glad that reconciliation that Stevens was offered to create this Commission and I think his heart was in the right place.  I don’t know if his actions are correct.  But I’m glad we have this Commission.  

The other issue is a much broader issue.  And it has to do with a gentleman I have great respect for, in Kotzebue making statements about the Ku Klux Klan.  I don’t want to offer an apology and I’ll fall short of it.  

But I want to come very close to it because I’ve always had a deep appreciation of the music that has come out of the deep south – the blues and that music has come out of a great deal of pain and suffering from those people and I think that was an inappropriate statement by the gentleman from Kotzebue.  

On the other hand Don Mitchell has been a thorn in the foot to the tribes and he has challenged tribal recognition through the court system at least six times that I know of.  But I think there are – I don’t know what’s driving him.  I know there’s probably some bitterness in part somewhere for something that needs to be forgiven ____ but I think those comments were not warranted even though he is a thorn in our side.  

I think we need to be civil about how we address our adversaries and I don’t want to apologize but I do – I’m thankful for – take up too much more time since its almost – whatever time it is – 5:25.  

So thank you.

BURGESS:
Thank you very much.  Appreciate your testimony.  Any questions or comments?  Commissioner Justin.

JUSTIN:
Thank you Mr. Chairman.  No questions.  Just a brief comment.

I appreciate your willingness to approach the sensitive issues.  You touched on something that’s outside of our Congressional edict and that’s leadership.  

To me the extremely strong part of our recommendation is going to be driven by leadership issues within Indian Country, so to speak.  And the more of my estimation is we show case leaders who are willing to stand up to status quo; approach sensitive issues and be public, the better off we’ll be in the long run so thank you for your coming and talking to us along those lines.  
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