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Hi.  I’ll be very brief.  My name is Deborah Lyn.  I’ve lived in Barrow since 1981.  I’ve got a graduate in business.  I work for the City of Barrow.  
I’d like to talk briefly about economic justice.  You’ve heard or should hear throughout your travels around the State that there are a disproportionate number of young Native men interacting with the criminal justice system.  And in our community, by far, most arrests and convictions are alcohol related.  

The unemployment and underemployment in this age range runs around 90% in our communities.  This I think is a causal factor to the interaction with the justice system because there’s a lack of meaningful work and so people are frustrated, depressed, they don’t have anything to do and so I think this causes an opportunity to run afoul of the justice system.  

In our community, the North Slope Borough has coordinated an effort with a number of agencies to develop a work force problem—a task force and they’ve been meeting for the last two years and one of their goals was to create a job center here locally for residents of the North Slope Borough.  That’s been open.  And that allows people to have access to work force development training, access to information about jobs and so on.  

So I guess would like to say in your recommendations, kind of remember the idea of economic development for rural Alaska because truly I believe that jobs and meaningful work is going to go a long way to solving some of our community problems.

Thank you.  

BURGESS:
Thank you.  Any questions?  

BLATCHFORD:
Mr. Chair, just a casual observation.  Sometimes I think that a DWI conviction is a very harsh sentence because if you take the driver’s license away; it sends that person to unemployment.  That persons now—It becomes very difficult for that person to get to work.  Do you see anything like that?

LYN:
I have to say that I have a different feeling about that.  Diana Martin is my sister-in-law.  My nephew was killed this August by a drunk driver so I have very strong feelings about DWI’s.  

BURGESS:
Any other questions?  

LYN:
Thank you.

BURGESS:
Well thank you very much.  
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