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My name is Jay Mahamaless Sr. (phonetic) from Koyuk.  I’m an Elder.  I’m a husband; I’m a father; I’m a grandpa; uncle and a friend to each and every one of you.  
Before I say a few words, I’d like to tell a little story.  
Most of the people – our men and women have been in the military today.  There was one person from home that had been in the military when I was very young.  I didn’t know he went to Eklutna and graduated there from high school.  From there he went to the military and he stayed there.  I don’t know how long after that, he went home.  

When I was old enough I heard about him.  He got there.  I respect him.  But he’s gone today.  But he told a story.  When you’re in the military, you’re told to go on the post – you guard the post.  One hour is a long time.  That’s a long walk, if you walk.  I did it too, myself.  

This man had walked and walked and walked with the rifle.  Well he figured, nobody is around, I guess I better sit down.  There was a curb.  He sat down.  He was so tired he just got his rifle and put his head there.  He fell asleep.  He fell asleep and when he woke up he saw two black shiny shoes in front of him and he never moved.  But he had to think real fast.  He had to think fast.  How can I can not be caught from court martial.  He was there.  Pretty soon he think so fast and he got up “amen.”  So he got away from the court martial.  That’s one of the laws in the military.  

As old as I am now, I traveled and I go to many departments and languages.  
I use my tribal language as well.  I had to use military language.  When I talk to doctors, I let them know about my health; they understand me.  And I can confer with each department.  Educators.  I’m retired from education being a bi-lingual teacher.  I retired from there.  And I have talked with educators.  
The hunters as well as have language.  If you don’t want to make noise, you could use your hand.  And that say, come when you see that.  Okay.  That’s one of them.

Contractors.  Lawyers.  All the departments in our nation have a language.  We need to understand.  You see I’m having a rough time trying to understand the languages.  If you talk any higher than the basic language today, I can’t understand you.  

That word you say doesn’t mean anything to me.  If I speak my Iñupiaq and I’m very highly—I can use the high words in Iñupiaq as well and if you can’t understand me, that means nothing to you too as well.  That’s how I feel when I can’t understand high language.  

So it’s important for young people to go to college, high school, elsewhere where they go.  I’m very happy my junior is going to college and I know he’ll be using his education as well.  

I live in two worlds today.  In my younger years I have lived in the bush.  I had to learn and learn.  I had to work.  I had to work.  I had to learn modern things.  I thought they were modern.  They’re not modern today.  Today the computer is so modern, I don’t even know what button to use. 

If I saw a little radio with so many buttons, I don’t know how to use it.  All these modern things are so easy.  
In my time, I lived with a dog team.  I have a language too for a dog team and I teach my dogs my language.   

And I didn’t know nothing about law in my life.  
I was four years old when I broke the law.  Believe you me, I broke the law.  There was a tribal council.  I followed those older boys and I was involved.  I broke the law and I didn’t know.  I was too young to know anything.  
Later in years, maybe I was a teenager when they finally said, do you remember when you broke the law?  I said I don’t know.  

So I broke the law when I was very young.  
But the Elders – the tribal council told me not to do it again.  That’s the strict order and I learned from them.  We have to listen to our Elders, what they say.  They have their words of wisdom.  It will be in your mind and heart the rest of your life.  
I have talked with my grandpa, my grandma, my pop and mom.  They disciplined me in life.  

Today, I love my mom but she’s gone.  She had good discipline for me.  The discipline that I never forget is that she spanked me.  She loved me.  She’d tell me when you grow up, don’t do this – don’t do that.  Okay.  

One day she said, I heard you steal.  No, I never steal.  Well you were with someone that steal.  Well yeah, I was with somebody.  And they told my pop.  Take your leather belt off.  My pop take his leather belt off and he greeted my mom.  I was twelve years old.  I was strong enough, ah he can’t handle me.  I’ll be okay.  Well, he grabbed me and handled me like a little rag.  I could feel that sting.  I still can feel it today. 
That’s the love and discipline that you can get from your family.  The discipline comes from your home and you bring it out.  And I’m very happy to be here with all of you.  Nine.  Nine strong people here.  If there was three more, it would have been stronger yet.  

You know we can get it.  We are sovereignty people.  
I learned about the United States history.  I never learned about Alaska yet.  I learned about the United States.  They have an attorney general.  They have congressmen, or their Elders, I’m sure.  We have congress here, we have Elders here.  We can get an attorney in Alaska as well.  One of you people can become an attorney general.  

In my life I didn’t know nothing about law.  I didn’t know anything religion.  I didn’t know nothing about cities.  I didn’t know nothing about other countries.  
I thought Koyuk was the only village in the whole world.  I didn’t know nothing.  But I traveled when I was young between Koyuk and Buckland.  My pop was originally from Buckland and my mom from Koyuk.  And that’s why I get to know people from around Buckland and Kotzebue, all this area.  

When our parents disciplined us, it’s good.  When our Tribal disciplined us, it’s good.  It’s there for you to help you, not to hurt you.  They are there to help you.  
When I was younger, well I didn’t know how to handle alcohol.  I’d go to bars and drink and the officers would bring me out.  I woke up, where am I?  I don’t even know where I was.  The officers helped me and protected me so I wouldn’t get hurt.  They’d bring me there.  They wanted to help me.  I understand that.  But we could get the tribal officers as well in our communities in Alaska.  

Alaska is a big State.  

Each one of us, we are very, very dominant people.  You have a dominion over Alaska and over the world.  You can train anything: dogs, whales, birds.  You name it, you can train them.  You are the boss.  You can do it.  It doesn’t matter where you work, you can train anybody.  You can train the creatures of the world.  You can train anybody.  

I’m  an Elder but I’m learning from you today.  

Years back, the alcohol __________.  You can get the alcohol from the city.  You can make a money order and send it in to the Post Office and it will come back on the next plane.  That’s how easy it was in my young days.  

But today they have option law and that helps the community.  Less violent.  Less people are scared.  I worried about the IRA when they had that option law.  When they introduced it; we accepted it.  I wanted to drink in them days too, but I couldn’t because I was in Tribal law.  I was concerned about the Elders.  I was concerned about the young children.  I wasn’t an Elder yet then.  

But you have to focus before you see it will work and it’s good.  
I have learned the US history.  I go to the BIA school.  And I go to ninth grade and go to BIA school and then I didn’t know other schools.  When a lot of people went to Sitka, I had no room.  So I just go to ninth grade.  I wanted to be a pilot.  I wanted to be an Officer in the military.  I didn’t know nothing, but now I’m sitting as an Elder at home.  

I enjoy my family and the people.  
All educators – there’s a lot of people that are working in Alaska.  You people need to train all the young people.  There are a lot of young people just wandering.  Where can I go?  What can I do?  Who can I see?

Get all the information and send them to all the tribal councils.  

We have had VPSO, VPO and a marshal.  And that’s when the marshal was in my young days.  They used marshals in my young days.  It might sound a little big, but he was used in our community.  That’s why the tribal had a strong view of controlling their village people, like me when I was four years old.  

We had magistrates in our villages.  We had one in Unalakleet and we had one in Haycock.  Haycock was a big mining place.  They had a magistrate there.  It must have been bigger than Nome when I was young.  

Between Candle and Haycock, I heard there was a lot of miner, a lot of people; a lot of horses.  I wish they had those horses there today.  They’re better than snowmachines.  

And each city in Alaska – I seen Anchorage is the biggest city.  Fairbanks.  All the cities, all the villages, they need pastors.  They need pastors, no matter what.  They have to have pastors.  And the pastor can give us the words and discipline us as well.  

Now I’m very happy to be here with you to share my thoughts as an Elder.  
Ever since I was young, I never knew nothing about law.  Today there’s State law, Supreme Court, Military Court marshal, all kinds of laws today.  

I never even learned to live in the city yet and we have had cities since ’59.  I don’t know how to live in cities yet.  I don’t know what’s there.  What do I have to do?  
When I learned in my history years back, the city comes from London.  My compass comes from somewhere.  And when that guy made that compass, he made it ten degrees off.  We don’t have the true north.  We have a magnetic north today.  

All these here, we have to pass on to our children.

I have GPS.  That’s real modern.  I like that.  I have a modern time here, exactly fifteen after eleven.  That’s a satellite time.  That’s my modern time.  Believe you me, its good.  
All these here, we have to learn.  Not only that, being in a village, let your children learn to go hunting and dress their own catch with their own hands.  When you handle things with your hands, you learn.  

My teacher when I go to school, I’m a left-hander.  When I go to school, they try to let me learn right hand.  I can’t use it.  I have to use my left.  But I use my right to write.  So it’s to where you want to learn.  How do you want to learn it faster and quicker, you do it on your own.  Your way.  

I didn’t even know how to use anything like a fork and spoon and knife when I first saw them.  How can I use them?   I use my hands when I was young; even right now today I still don’t know how.  I use my hands to eat, which is better.  

And all this here of how you learn in life is good.  

And I told my kids about the truth.  I told them when I was young, I go to BIA school or day school they called it and they asked me, what’s your name?  Abraham.  What’s your name?  I don’t know.  What’s your father’s name?  Nicholas.  Abraham.  My name’s supposed to be Abraham Nicholas.  The BIA, they--My pop go to the teacher and said, his name is Ahnoadock(?)  And my name’s Abraham Ahnoadock(?)  He said, I’m Abraham Nicholas.  This is how it  used years back, because I had to have a last name.  
Everything you learn from your Elders, use them and pass them on to your children.  As your children grow, they will know what to do.  
I have a grandson, who’s not even a little over a month old now.  I just get to know him when I came here to Anchorage for two weeks.  I’m two weeks away from him.  But he recognized my voice on the phone and he was crying, he quit crying and my wife said he’s listening to you.  They know who you are.  

And when we live in this world, it’s good.  That’s all I have.  

If you ask any questions, I’m kind of hard of hearing.  But I may answer you wrongly, but I’ll give it a try if you have one or two questions.  

BURGESS:
Thank you.  Any questions from the Commissioners?  Well I want to thank you very much.

MAHAMLESS:
Okay.  Thank you very much.  
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