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My name is Jeff Maupin.  I am a small business owner in Barrow and most people know me around Barrow as the person who does vending machines.  
And over the years I’ve become painfully acquainted with crime because my machines have been broken into repeatedly.  Four recently.  And so the justice system is—I had some interactions as a victim.  

I’m also involved in some other aspects in the community as a Tribal Court Judge and I was a former coordinator for the Elders Court at the Native Village of Barrow and was able to help the youth there with their misdemeanor and minor infraction type cases and that was – I really enjoyed working with the youth and the Elders in that arena.  

But I’m primarily here today with regard to my own business with the vending machines.  Apparently according to the Officers, there was a drug perpetrated kids using methamphetamines otherwise known as Ice breaking into machines to get quick cash to get drugs.  

Drug dealers need to be arrested and prosecuted.  I’d like to see dogs at airports in Anchorage and Fairbanks to screen luggage, freight and mail for alcohol and drugs.  This would be, I think, a small investment compared to the huge benefits of preventing illegal substances from getting to rural Alaska.  There’s a lot of people being hurt by those substances in rural Alaska because the stuff is going through luggage, freight and mail unhindered at this point.  It really concerns me.  

The community members know who the drug dealers are.  I encourage all of you out there who know who the drug dealers are to turn them in.  I appreciate the hard work our local judicial staff and police are doing in light of budget cuts.  One DA, the District Attorney, in Barrow is woefully insufficient.  

And another thing is several police officers had said that they do their work but juvenile probation or the DA do not prosecute.  I think you guys are well aware of the huge case load that our DA has.  One DA is just woefully inadequate.  So in light of this, too many times juveniles and young adults get little or no sentence for their offenses and this encourages repeat criminal behavior.  
I’ve had personal discussions with juvenile probation.  They have admitted to me that they give them chances.  I encourage them to just give them fewer chances.  Going forward.  We just—I think from offense number one, there needs to be a measured response to that and that’s difficult in light of the budget that they have and the case load they’re carrying.  

And with all credit due to them, I’ve thought about volunteering my time in their office.  I see how hard—busy they are.  I see how hard our social workers work both at the State and Tribal level.  That’s another vital area where one could volunteer their time just to help out.  If nothing else, just answering phones.  

We need stiffer sentences locally.  One DWI offender at a local meeting after we had a cab driver murdered last fall—During this hearing at the high school, he said that he’d received a minimum sentence for drunk driving.  He suggested that the local judiciary hand down stiffer sentences; maximum sentences.  He felt like he got the minimum sentence in that.  And members of the community—He recommended members of the community be present at court hearings to push for stiffer sentences.  

As you know we need a juvenile facility locally for youth offenders to be taken to.  Presently the only option is for police officers to take offenders back home where they may not be controlled.  

It’s not a good option, but it’s the only one they have.  They can’t take—Of course, they can’t put the juveniles into the adult facility and take them to CYS isn’t an option most of the time.  They’re carrying a high load as well over there.

So I think—I know that the challenges—there’s big challenges here in light of the existing budgets, but if our judiciary could hand down stiffer sentences and our juvenile probation could give less chances to the youth.  I mean, there’s a time to give chances and he wasn’t alluding to just a few chances.   A lot of chances are given to the youth before—it’s not three strikes you’re out and you get sent out of town.  It’s more than that.  And he was implying that many—It’s not just a few times—a few minor infractions.  I don’t know if at a felony level you eventually get the attention of juvenile probation so that you’re sent out of town and sent to a treatment center, but members of the juvenile probation and the judiciary can choose to enforce things at a higher level and stiffer sentences.  I think that would help set a precedent for others to follow that maybe they shouldn’t get in trouble.  
Thank you for your time.

BURGESS:
Thank you very much.  Any questions?  Thank you very much.

END OF STATEMENT

