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I would like to thank Timothy Burgess and the Commission for allowing testimony here.  I just flew into town here.  
My name is Randy Mayo.  I’m the first chief of the Stevens Village Tribal Council.  And Stevens Village is about 90 air miles north of here and about 20 miles upstream from the Dalton Highway Bridge.  
And some of the capacities I serve and besides being head of the tribal government and also a tribal court judge dealing with ICWA cases and civil matters dealing with some of our tribal members – misdemeanors and what not. 
For going on over two years now that we have had tribal police out in our village.  We had one and a half officers and we’re down to one now and I’d like to recognize Mr. Jim Knopke with Tanana Chiefs.  He had helped us write the Federal COPS Grant to get our officers out there.  
And when we we’re hiring our Chief of Police, who had some conservation enforcement experience down in the Lower 48 working for an inter-tribal fish and game commission that these folks had treaty rights.  So we were pretty lucky in that respect to get an experienced person on board.  And after we got the grant that—given the fact that there’s no Indian Country up here and that Alaska is a Public Law 280 State and so our tribal officers went to the Police Academy and they went through the whole course.  I forgot how many weeks.  Was that 12 weeks?  So they had graduated out of the Police Academy here in Fairbanks and at that time they were the only two tribal police that graduated and went to work for the tribal government.  
And over the years, we had developed a working relationship with the local Trooper detachment here and just working in cooperation with the State Troopers.  They can’t always get out to where we’re at because of weather and what not.  And so we have that working relationship on the ground where the Troopers will contact our police department and if there’s any State papers to be served or what not that our officers work in partnership.  They don’t work for them.  But, like I said, our officer is a professional guy and so he sees it as a fraternity—a brotherhood of police officers—law enforcement people on that professional level.  
And throughout the years that—some things started popping up there.  Like I said, we work real good with the Fairbanks State Troopers here.  The guys on the ground in dealing with a lot of our social problems.  Boot legging, domestic violence and a lot of the social problems where our people for the most part are committing crimes upon each other.  
So one of the issues was that we had gotten a request from a neighbor and a State municipality—a second class city that had city police officers and had requested our tribal police as assistants at their spring carnival—to handle all of the visitors coming in and all of the drinking and what not and people running around on snow machines, drunk driving, and that whole carnival atmosphere thing.  Because our tribal officer couldn’t get credential because they work for the tribal council: we’re not a municipality.  The only government out there is ours—we’re a federally recognized tribe.  And we were willing to help, but because of that uncertainty there and things like liability for our officer or anybody who he might have to arrest that we had to decline.
I have a cover letter here for the Commission and a tribal law enforcement and court system perspective in Stevens Village, Alaska based on tribal governance.  
Of course, there’s some things like I just mentioned that are preventing us from fully doing something for ourselves.  Our officers can’t get credentialed and that’s a real shame for them because they went through the academy.  And even if they left us and wanted to work elsewhere in the Nation or for a municipality, they wouldn’t have no State credentials to move on.  
And so our reference as a tribal council wouldn’t be that valid.  That’s just one of the short falls.  
But I’ll leave the packet here with the Commission.  So basically what we have been working towards—the tribal council passed a resolution dealing with concurrent jurisdiction.  We didn’t want to reinvent the wheel.  And we don’t have the capacity for long term holding facilities to take people for capital offenses through our tribal system and we don’t want to handle that for capital crimes like murder or rape or other serious assaults.  
But what we had wanted to do was work towards a concurrent jurisdiction with the State and deal with our people over civil matters in tribal court and also give jurisdiction over non-tribal members.  If something serious happened that we could them [?] for the State Troopers.  And that they would go through the State system.  It’s mentioned in the perspective that this is the tribal council’s position on how we can work in partnership and do something for ourselves out there.  So that’s part of the perspective here.  
And also work towards cross-deputization and conservation law enforcement areas.  I mentioned that we’re not too far from the Dalton Highway and it’s only a two and half hour drive from here so in the summer and, even more so in the winter now, we get a lot of recreationists driving up to our area.  And over the years there have been a lot of offenses out there in our traditional lands.  People trespassing, vandalism, wanton waste of fish and game resources and also people operating motor boats under the influence and what not.  
And we realize the Troopers are very limited, manpower and resource-wise, but we would like to work with them to provide public safety and it’s not to draw a line around us and say no one can come here.  We would like for them to come out if they would abide by some type of concurrent jurisdictional work under that framework where we can cite offenders and turn it over to the State police for them to—say it’s a resident from Fairbanks out there and we cite them for something out there under State law then turn it over to the Troopers here in town and they can go knock on the person’s door and say, “You’re cited into State court for whatever you did out there.”  That’s just one of the ways that we want to develop this relationship with the State public safety.  
So our tribal police would like to remain out there, but there’s also some serious funding issues.  But being a self-determined tribal council, that we’re looking at other innovative ways to fund the guy’s position.  And it has made a difference in the community.  While there’s still some offenses going on, it’s—the guy is there.  He’s in full uniform and it has made a difference.  
But some of the other things that we’re working towards is developing our tribal court more fully, but again without some form of State-Tribal Agreement, we’re going to run into road blocks to achieve that.  This is what we’re working towards.  I can leave this perspective off with the Co-Chair of the Commission and I have a couple of them here.  
Just one more thing too.  That I had spoke to you and Gregg Renkes about having a meeting here in Fairbanks with myself and our tribal chief of police out here at the Fairbanks Trooper Detachment with the Captain and Rural Sgt. And then I understand that that can’t happen until March.  But also with the Commissioner of Public Safety.  That we can sit down and kind of go over this—some of the ideals here and also start working towards more of a formal working relationship and divide some of the public safety out there in the field as well.  I just wanted to say that we’re still looking forward to that meeting.  
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