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Thank you very much.  First of all, my name is Alfred McKinley Senior.  And I’ll give you a little background about myself.  
I was born and raised in Hoonah, Alaska.  And I traveled around with the State as I worked for the federal government.  After thirty-five years and seven months, I worked in the financial management and sometimes I’m an auditor and I guess nobody likes auditors.  

I retired in ’94 and after I retired in ’94, I started working for my people and it looks like I’m working harder than I did when I was working for the federal government.

Well anyway, my background, actually I went to school at Mt. Edgecombe School and after Mt. Edgecombe I was drafted into the armed forces and I have a total of seven years in the military – from ’51 to ’57.  In the armed forces, I was a personal management specialist supervisor and I worked with the FBI.  Any FBI’s in here?  

And that’s when I started getting interested in law, when I worked with the FBI, CIA.  And right at this time I’m an executive committee member of the Grand Camp Alaska Native Brotherhood.  And I’m also on the judicial community of the Central Council Tlingit and Haida Indians of Alaska.  And that’s about it, I guess, that I can give you.

First of all, I got notified, just like what Paul has stated.  I just looked at my computer last night around nine o’clock about this public testimony and there wasn’t very much time.  But anyway, we got into my computer and started typing, but I wrote down what I have stated.  

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to testify on the problems we have with the State Court System in the State of Alaska.  

My name is Alfred McKinley Senior; appointment chairman of the legislative community; grand camp Alaska Native Brotherhood and I’m also on the judicial committee Central Council Tlingit and Haida Indians of Alaska.  

I’ll cite the problem which occurred last year.  

One of our Native people pleaded guilty on charges, but the person was not aware of what was going on.  After he became aware of the charges and he realized what is going on, he changed his plea to not guilty.  The court denied his plea and was sentenced.  

Just like what Paul stated, this person actually went to Arizona.  

In my opinion, his United States Constitution was violated including the Indian Civil Rights Act of 1968.  There are ten paragraphs.  I will only quote eight through nine.

Number eight states that denied to any person within the jurisdiction the equal protection of its laws or deprive any person of liberty or property without the due process of law.  

I guess due process comes under the Fifth Amendment.  

Number nine, past senate bill of attainder or ex post facto law or ten -- deny to any person the choose of any offense punishable by imprisonment, the right upon due request to trial by jury of not less than six persons.  

Like what Paul has stated, sometimes our people are tried and sentenced without even a jury trial.  And that’s a violation according to the Constitution of the United States.
The above reasons are why a lot of our Native people are imprisoned today.  

Enclosed is the resolution 19 which was adopted by the Alaska Native Brotherhood and the Alaska Native Sisterhood’s Grand Camp last year at the Sitka Convention. 

The Alaska Native Brotherhood actually consists of the entire Southeast Alaska, Anchorage – I think we have some in Barrow – all up in that area.  

And when we meet, we actually discuss problems of our people to better our Native people.  Actually, the resolution that was passed, actually it’s a lengthy resolution.  But I will attach it.  It’s all typed written.  

I think I can just read the resolve clause.  I think that will be it.  I think that’ll be short enough so I won’t go over that ten minutes.  Like Roberts Rules, I guess, you go over that and that’s it.  I’m familiar with Roberts Rules with the ANB.  I know them front wards and backwards.  

Therefore be it resolved that Alaska Native Brotherhood and the Alaska Native Sisterhood in Convention in Sitka, Alaska of October 8, 2004 adopt this resolution and stand by the purpose of the Grand Camp Constitution which states in part, to overcome the narrow of injustice of race and prejudice.  And to create a true respect in Natives in other persons with whom they deal.  

Further resolved, the Grand Camp of Alaska Native Brotherhood and Sisterhood call upon Alaska Native leaders, tribes, parents and young people to resist racism, discrimination, intolerance by speaking up and awareness of good public policy and education and laws enforcement without themselves responded in violence of civil disobedience or narrowing public discussion.  
And we further resolve the Governor of Alaska, local government officials, school district officials and Alaska’s State Troopers and local police departments are hereby called upon and request increase in public education providing protection of citizens and heighten awareness against intolerance, hate-crimes, violence, stalkings, rapes, racism and institution racism profiling and discrimination. 

And we finally resolve that the United States Department of Justice – I guess that’s your people – Federal Bureau of Investigation Civil Rights Division is hereby requested to undertake an investigation of the Alaska State Troopers and the local municipal police departments to inquire into patterns of discrimination reported by victims and the description investigation practices of these law enforcement agencies.  
Signed by the Grand President, Ronald Williams and its signed by the ANS Grand President Joanna Dipdall.  And attested therefore by Natalie Williams, the Grand Camp Alaska Native Sisterhood Grand Secretary.  

And to alleviate some of these things as far as sentences of our people.  I’d like to point out like my brother-in-law was John Hope Junior who was actually hit by an automobile and the person that actually hit my brother-in-law was on the cell phone and intoxicated.  
Well anyway the person, he killed my brother-in-law -- he died.  In the meantime, the person that hit him actually was given one year.  But if our Native people hit a non-Native, he’d probably get about the maximum of ten years.  

So there is lots of discrimination in the State of Alaska and that needs to be looked at by the FBI.

Anyway, something needs to be looked at.  Not only on the streets but in the federal offices, state offices, municipal governments – they need to look all the way down the line.  Get someone in there and start checking it out.

I know there’s discrimination out there.  It really hurts.  Like when I served in the armed forces, there’s no discrimination in the armed forces.  And sometimes, I wish I had stayed in there.  But when you’re a sergeant, I guess it’s really difficult.  But you get to be hated, but you need to bring back those people alive; back and send them home if you want to get out of the services.  

I mean, those are the things that I used to do in the armed forces.  And while in the armed forces, I actually worked with the FBI and get the person back that had went AWOL – brought him back home.  And I just tell the mother and dad that you need to get this person back or he’d be a man without a country and it’ll be hard and difficult for that person to get a job.  

Those are the type of things that I did in the armed forces.  When I got out, I went on to college and that’s where I received my degree from Denver, Colorado.  And I worked for the federal government and so forth.  

But those are my testimonies.  But it’s really getting better, getting better.  There’s lots of crimes out there against our people and the police officers—I talked with the police officers and I told them, you need to do something about it.  A lot of our people – Native people – are getting beat up on the streets there.  If you don’t do anything about it – I said, okay what do we need do then?  If you don’t correct that.  I said, we’ll start teaching our Native kids how to fight.  Is that what you want?  The police officer said no.  

We were taught how to take care of ourselves.  How to anniliate the enemy and so forth in the armed forces.  And I have my brother here, Frank White.  He’s a force recon individual.  Do you know what a force recon individual can do?  
And that’s my testimony and I hope that you will look and thank you for coming up to Alaska and take care of some of these problems that we have in the State of Alaska.  It’s kind of difficult.  After I retired from the federal government, I didn’t know all these things were going on until I retired.  I just took care of myself; went to work for eight hours and got back and teach financial management throughout the United States and Alaska.  

That’s all I have.  Any questions?  

BURGESS:
Thank you, sir.  Any questions by any of the Commissioners?  Commission Justin.

JUSTIN:
Thank you.  I applaud your background and your sense of civic duty.  I did have a question for you on the resolution.  In the resolution, one of the terms you used is “intolerance”.  And perhaps you could speak a bit as to how you would apply that term to some of the Commissions work, particularly in ____.  Particularly in the findings we’re expected to come up with on alcohol and juvenile justice.  
MCKINLEY:
Well intolerance actually was—To me I think it that would be __ permissible.  If a citizen’s born and this is a free country and we all work for that democracy.  And like what their trying to do in Bagdad and all of these places, what the United States is trying to do over there.  But on the judicial committee that I am on, we’re trying to establish a tribal judges – a tribal judge in Alaska where we can be a better job than the State government because we know our culture.  

Our culture actually _____ individuals.  Like for example, with me, I’m an Eagle.  I’m Eagle, Shark Wishkee’don (phonetic) from Hoonah.  And if a child actually is born and the child gets abandon, well to me, I will assign that child to the same clan like me.  Not to just anybody.  The way the law is written, it says if you can’t find anybody to take care of that child, then it goes to a non-Native.  And its kind of difficult to—I try to work with our people to establish some of these things too.  

I’m glad now I’m reading the American Indian law and some of these terminologies that they use in there are really different from financial accounting.  And it’s really something else.  Like sporatic, all these terminologies that they use.  Its really something else.  
I have a friend, that’s Marie Hogan.  She’s from Canada originally.  And when she said that I don’t know about these liars.  She said liars.  That’s how she says it since she’s from Canada.  What do you mean, the liars?  That’s supposed to mean, lawyers?  Yeah.  Whatever you call it.  But I don’t like these liars.  That’s all kinds of things that I—I have all kinds of stories in this area.  
But I grew up—My dad raised me up real good in the non-Native world.  And I guess that’s one reason why most of us—every one of my brothers and sisters are gone to college or got to where we want to go.  I was fortunate to have a dad that actually taught us all these things.  
Any questions?  I’ll be glad to answer them.

BURGESS:
Any more questions?  Well thank you very much.  We appreciate your testimony.  Didn’t you have a copy of that resolution you could leave for us.
MCKINLEY:
Oh.  I’ll leave that right here.  

BURGESS:

Thank you.  

END OF STATEMENT

