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Hello, my name is Toni Moras and I’m with the Justice Center at UAA.  
Laurie’s been giving the Commissioners copies of the document that we finally assembled in draft form.  And what it is and this what the University’s doing and what we did was we went back through the last twelve or fifteen years of all of the publications; all of the documents; all of the reports that have been published on rural justice issues, specifically from the State system perspective and also to a degree from a Tribal perspective. 

We collected all of those and I read through them and provided a--compiled a list with a brief description of each one of them.  In addition to that, what I did was, I wrote a brief essay that synthesizes the contents; the main lines of discussion; the main finding of all of these studies and there were dozens of studies done.

The document that we prepared for use of the Commission is still in draft form.  We wanted to get it to you so that you could use in your work; pass it out to the working groups if you want.  But it is still in draft form and I suspect that we will continue to add to it as time goes on.  

Appended to the document are also some maps which list the current location of state justice resources; support Trooper facilities; juvenile facilities; magistrate courts; things like that that we thought would be useful in reading the document.
I also put together a very, very sketchy timeline that’s appended to the document that lists some of the major events of the 15 or 16 years that have to do with rural justice.  Now it’s by no means a comprehensive timeline.  I just put it together actually for my own benefit when I was writing the essay so that I could keep track of all of the material.

The document is available—We’ve made it available to the Commission and you’re free to copy it.  We will eventually have a final for you – it will be available through our website, but that isn’t true right now.

And I guess basically that’s all I have to say about it.  The finals that I made in terms of the written record are pretty much contained in the 15 or 20 page essay.  

BURGESS:
Thank you very much.  We really appreciate this and also did you have some sense of when the final will be done?
MORAS:
Well actually it’s circulating in the draft.  I’m hoping that people will look at a bit and if they notice anything missing, mention it to me.  Or there could be errors, obviously too.  Draw attention to the errors that I’ve made.  

So what I’m hoping is that as the committees working with it or the Commission is working with it and in they’re work, that if they draw upon this and there are things that they would like to see added to it, that they would make that known to us.

So the final draft or the final version would not be ready much before late spring.  

BURGESS:
Thank you very much.  Any questions?  Thank you.

MORAS:
Thank you.
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